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1. The Course Introduction

Welcome to our global on-line training school for 21st Century church and mission leaders. This is a training school without walls, without frontiers, without any fees and one that leaps over every barrier of political, religious, racist, sexist and denominational prejudice, in the name of Jesus.

We hope that these lessons will inspire and bless both you and thousands of similar like-minded people who live and dream in the passion of their first love for Jesus. 

The fact that you starting this course today means that you want to want to know the Lord better yourself, and in your heart you want to see the people in your family and nation, and the unreached peoples of the world and the poor of the world turning to live a disciplined, holy life in the love and care of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  This Course will help you to do just that.

This is Lesson One, it is very simple and just an introduction. The lessons that follow are more complete and filled with good things to learn and to do. I have personally done them all, taught them in class, handed them on to thousands of people and now they are yours. I hope and pray that you will be as blessed, challenged and moved towards the Lord and His ways as I have been and continue to be as the years go on.

Dr. Les Norman

1. First of all we are going to pass on to you an outline of what we have learned over the years and with the help of the Holy Spirit, the Bible, our prayers and an open mind you will grasp the ideas. 

The Course moves through various interlinking themes in an order which seems to most appealing and useful to the churches in the developing nations: 

Evangelism, Mission, Discipleship basic level for new believers, Discipleship advanced level Call of God, Believing God for Finances, Leadership Training, Building The Church, The Kingdom Comes 
2. Secondly, if it is at all possible in your circumstances we really want you to pass on to others all that you learn, so that the word of God spreads. We will show you how to do that without spending a lot of money which we know is hard to find. To see how to do this please see:
How the School of Mission works best
How To Open Your Own School 
and Lesson 66 A Discipling Church

By the way when we say a school we do not mean that you have to open a special building with professional staff. Our students meet in church halls, in homes, in shops and even under palm trees in the open air. All you need is a group of willing people, a Bible, these materials and the presence of God with you though prayer. We will help you to make a start and help you along every step of the way.

Then, what we really want is to see the people that learn from you going and telling the people they know, using the same notes and simple ways of passing on the word of God. 
Question: How does this Course work best ?

Answer: This Course works at its very best when a leader follows the same effective approach that Jesus adopted to train His disciples, and later Paul took the same approach with Timothy,

"The things you have heard me say . . 
entrust to reliable men . . who will also teach others." 
Paul to Timothy, 2 Timothy 2.2.

We would like you to grasp this from the very start. In recent history this Biblical approach was originally taught and practised in the early 20th century by world famous author Watchman Nee in China, later from the mid 1960's this principle was widely taught by Juan Carlos Ortiz in Argentina and more recently became widely accepted through the growth of the world's largest church, that of Pastor Yonggi Cho of Seoul, South Korea. At the end of the 20th century Pastor Cesar Castellanos of Bogota, Colombia had become equally well known worldwide for the G12 movement which taught this same principle to the Spanish speaking world and through which Castellanos's congregation grew from 8 to 120,000 people in ten years. He wrote:

"I began to see Jesus' ministry with clarity. The multitudes followed, but He didn't train the multitudes. He only trained 12, and everything he did with the multitudes was to teach the 12.  Then the Lord asked me another question: "If Jesus trained 12, should you win more than 12 or less than 12?" Jesus chose 12 to reach the multitudes. He stayed with these 12 permanently, until they were trained and He released them, gave them authority and empowered them to disciple the nations.

Pastor, leader, student - the best thing to do is to find 12 to meet with you to take these studies together. The Word of God and the Spirit of God will consolidate everybody's faith and commitment and reproduce Christ's character in you by discipleship and then release those who are willing to go to win 12 more each whilst staying in fellowship with the original group of 12 friends."

Look at the incredible mathematics of 2 Timothy 2.2
If you learn for yourself ~ 1 person hears the word of the Lord 
If you share the lesson with 12 people 
~ 13 people hear the word of the Lord 
If the 12 were to tell 12 more people 
~ 157 people hear the word of the Lord 
If the 157 were to tell 12 more people 
~ 1,884 people hear the word of the Lord.
If the 1,884 people were to tell 12 more people 
~ 22,608 people hear the word of the Lord.

This has happened in China and is happening every day in parts of South America and Africa where 'Training by Multiplication' courses such as this are proving to be the only cost-effective way to teach the thousands of people who are deciding to follow Jesus. This is possible for you and your church or School of Mission.

No special buildings or materials required just meeting and talking.

"The things you have heard me say . . 
entrust to reliable men. . who will also teach others."
Paul to Timothy, 2 Timothy 2.2. 

Together we can train many people to become mature believers and they themselves will go and do the work of the ministry - in evangelism, discipleship and in care for the poor, having found the faith, the works and the finances that are necessary to advance the gospel. In the first chapter of Genesis, when the Word of God came together with the Spirit of God, there was an explosion of new life and that is our prayer, that the Lord would do the same again, this time in your lives and in your community.

Relax

If leading a group, developing a School of Mission or working in a group is not possible for you, then you are still more than welcome to take this programme as an individual, or in the best way that your circumstances permit. We have no second-class students. Not one.

Is the course difficult?

These lessons have been well tested in the churches of Africa, India and the Hispanic world, adapted of course to the local culture. They say the teaching is biblical, true, relevant to the developing world and focused on their passion, to finish the Great Commission so that Jesus can return. Many of the ideas have been born, tried and tested in the developing world, which is not very different from the first century Bible times. 

With God's help the lessons will not be too difficult even for people with little or no education. The teaching is simple and uncomplicated ands the words should be easy for you to translate if you need to.

The notes are clear and easy to read and your friends can also download them free of charge and copy them by hand or by machine. Each lesson can be downloaded and copied separately so it is easy and affordable to obtain these studies. People can make photocopies of the studies one sheet at a time if necessary so even copying the whole course will not be too expensive. In some parts of the world the people copy every lesson by handwriting. 

Now, please go back to the List of Studies and have a good look at all the studies and see what you will learn and all that you can pass on to others. 

This gentle introduction which is also lesson one ends by asking you to read every section of the Information Page to make sure that you know what to do. From lesson two onwards you will really start learning.
2. First Steps 

In Your Bible Read This
Acts 2.22-47.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
"Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2.38.

Afterwards Talk about This
Have you all repented, been baptised, received Holy Spirit and joined God’s family. If not make your plans now.

Something to Do before Next Time
Make a list of Bible study books you can find among yourselves, or in the homes of other believers, even in a library. Look out for concordances, Bible dictionaries, commentaries and lexicons  It will help you to know where you can go to study.

Written Diploma Work
See how many water baptisms you can find in the New Testament, and write them down on two pages.

Meditate on This Passage
Colossians 3.1-10.

In our Bible reading we heard how Peter preached about Jesus to a crowd of people who had come running to see what was happening when the first believers were filled with the Holy Spirit. When the crowd heard about the coming of Jesus, the Son of God and his life, his death at the hands of their leaders, and his resurrection and Lordship at God’s right hand, they asked Peter an important question ~

1. What Shall We Do?

Peter’s answer in Acts 2.38 tells us the three things that are the entrance into God’s family. What are they?

Repent
We can only repent when Holy Spirit speaks to our heart and we become aware of the seriousness of our sins before a holy God. We become truly sorry and tell him so, and then we repent. Repentance is a word which means to turn around and go in the opposite direction. We repent when we stop walking in the sinful ways of this world and choose to walk in the ways of God, asking for his help to do so.

Be Baptised
Peter said that after repentance, every one should be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ to show that they had received the forgiveness of their sins. Baptism was an ancient tradition that people went through when they joined the Jewish faith, so the people knew what Peter was talking about. But for the follower of Jesus baptism is far more than a ritual or ceremony. It is a following of the Master, and a doorway into new life and a new family.

Receive the Gift of Holy Spirit
We can never live a truly overcoming Christian life without his power and his presence inside us. It is Holy Spirit that turns dead religion into live relationship with God. We need him to fill our personal lives and our life together with other believers. Receiving him and making him welcome in our lives is so important that Peter said it is one of the very first things we should do. After we are baptised we are all given the Holy Spirit to drink. See 1 Corinthians 12-13.

2. Jesus Himself Was Baptised

In Matthew 3.13-17 we can read about the example of Jesus who is the best model for living. Only after he was baptised did he serve in ministry.

Baptism Shows Obedience to Jesus
In Matthew 28.19 Jesus commanded that people should be baptised, and he said in John 15.14 that we are his friends if we do what he commands. What does Acts 5.32 say as well.

Who Should Be Baptised?
In the Bible we find only believers being baptised. Following Jesus is a serious decision but even a child can sincerely believe, so there is no age limit in the Bible. In some churches parents have their babies baptised but this is really an act of faith by the parents in dedicating the child to God. It is not the Bible decision to believe from the tiny baby, which would be quite impossible.

How Are You Baptised?
The word in the Bible means to soak or immerse, so we think that in Bible days to be baptised meant going underwater for a moment, although in some churches today people are baptised by the sprinkling of water over them.

What Happens at Baptism?

1) Baptism is a public confession of your faith in God through Jesus, and a statement to God, to angels, to demons and to men that you intend to follow him, Mark 8.38.

2) Baptism is a recognition that when Jesus died on the Cross, your old life died with him. You wash away your sins and bury your old life just as Jesus died and was buried. As you come out of the water you recognise, and by faith, receive a new life, united with him in resurrection power, Romans 6.3-6. 

3) Baptism is your declaration that you are joining the family of God’s people, the Church, 1 Cor 12.12-13. 

When Should You Be Baptised?
As soon as possible. In Acts 2.38 the people were baptised on the same day they chose to follow Jesus. Baptism is a means of receiving God’s grace, and a new convert needs that extra grace at the beginning to help him stand.

3. Welcome to the Family of God

When you decide to follow Jesus you also join a big family. You can’t follow Jesus and just do your own thing. It is so important to be part of God’s family, the church. You will find that belonging brings great security and stability into life.

Which Church Should You Join?
These days there are many kinds of gatherings of believers, some are very traditional, others are modern but a good church will always have the same good community ingredients that were found in the New Testament churches. See Acts 2.42-47.

· Devotion to the apostles teaching, which we have today in the Bible. The first things we need to learn about are repentance, faith in God, baptisms, the laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgement, Hebrews 6.1-2. 

· Devotion to genuine friendship. 

· Devotion to receiving the grace of God through the breaking of bread. 

· Devotion to prayer. 

· There was also reverence for God, miracles and people being added. People shared their possessions, helped the poor, and met to praise God in homes and in the temple. 

But remember repentance, being baptised, receiving Holy Spirit and joining God’s family is just the very beginning. There is so much more to discover.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Saudi Arabia

Operation World page 477

The death penalty is the price

for following Jesus in Saudi Arabia

Nearly all 17,000,000 follow Islam.

3. Being Sure

In Your Bible Read This
Ephesians 2.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life, 1 John 5.13.

Afterwards Talk about This
Discuss the changes and challenges that God has brought into your life,
showing that he is there at work in you.

Something to Do before Next Time
Allow that new love to express itself (or better himself because God is love)
by arranging to bless your family, neighbours or the poor, in some practical way of service. Report back what happened.

Written Diploma Work
Write one page or two on the differences between your old life and your
new emerging life living in the Lord. Use John’s points as paragraph headings.

Meditate on This Passage
John 5.24.

The Bible promises us that when we believe the gospel, receive Jesus as our Saviour and our Lord, and decide to follow him all the days of our life, then we turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God. We receive forgiveness for our sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith, Acts 26.18.

1. How Can We Be Sure?

Life as a believer means walking by faith, not by sight. So can we ever know for sure that God has indeed rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves?

How Can We Have a Fulness of Faith in God which Leaves No Doubt? 

2 Cor 5.7; Col 1.13; Heb 10.22. 

God Is Not a Man that He Should Lie

Numbers 23.19. 

The answer lies in believing what God says in his word. That settles it forever because God never changes his mind. 

He Promises Salvation 

See Psalm 91.16; Isaiah 45.17; Mark 16.16; Luke 19.9; Acts 11.14; 16.31. 

  

He Says He Has Adopted Us 

John 1.12; Romans 8.15; 2 Cor 6.18; Gal 3.26, 4.5,6; Ephesians 1.5. 

2. Here Is a Love Letter from God 

It was written by Jesus’ best friend, John, who is often called the apostle of love. He was inspired by God to write a letter to specifically answer this question of how we can know for sure that God has come into our lives and is at work in us. 

John says, "I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life." 1 John 5.13.

We Can Know We Are Children of God

Why? Because we can point to new things that are happening inside us and around us that never used to happen. That’s God at work. Even though we fail or even fall some days, nevertheless God’s work has started in us and he will see it through to completion, 1 John 3.2; 5.19; Phil 1.6. 

3. Can You See God at Work?

Is Holy Spirit at Work in You?
It is Holy Spirit who speaks continual comfort to your heart, assuring you that you are a child of God. With his help you are already calling God, "Father." Read 1 John 3.24; 4.13; Romans 8.16; Galatians 4.6.

Perhaps you have already discovered some of the spiritual gifts that Holy Spirit brings to every believer.

When a verse in the Bible sort of lights up and speaks to you that’s Holy Spirit teaching you. You can be sure that he is also starting to guide you in prayer. And when your heart is troubled when sin draws near to tempt, you can be sure that it is Holy Spirit encouraging you to choose the highway of holiness.

Are You Becoming like Jesus?
We used to live for ourselves, but now isn’t there a new love and kindness struggling to emerge to friends and foes alike? That’s the fruit of Holy Spirit; God at work inside you. See 1 John 3.2.

Is Love Flowing in and out of You?
That is a sure sign that God is in your life because God is love. He does not have love. He is love, that is his nature, 1 John 4.16.

As you live in God’s love you will find yourself loving him. He will soon direct you to love other people too with a love that he will give you, even for those hard to love people. Expect new love to flood into your family to bless your parents and relatives, even if they have abused or neglected you in the past. Your husband or wife will be blessed by the new you that emerges and may even ask what is happening to you, 1 John 5.2-3. 

Are You Loving God’s People?
Before you thought God’s people were strange, or even worse! Now you find a new love for your brothers and sisters growing in your heart and you prefer to be with them. Maybe you are wondering what you can do practically to help less fortunate brothers?  See 1 John 3.10; 14; 16; 19.

Are You Saying No to Sin?
Before sin gripped you and you followed whatever it demanded but now you no longer want your own way, and choose God’s way. Everyone fails now and then. You will find increasing victory over bad thoughts, bad habits and bad language. See 1 John 3.10; 5.18.

Are You Obeying God’s Commands?
We never used to or if we tried we could not, but now that is exactly what we want to do. The more we obey God the more love he pours into our lives. See 1 John 2.3; 2.5; 5.3.

4. To Know God Better - Walk with Him

Amos 3.3 tells us to agree with God then we can walk with him. The more you do the more you will know that you have eternal life, and the more confidence you will have in approaching God your Father to ask him anything according to his will. You will soon find that if you pray according to what he reveals to you, you will have what you ask for. Answered prayer is a sure sign that you are firmly established in God’s kingdom. Press on to know Jesus more and more, 1 John 5.15; 5.20.
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4. The Holy Spirit

Come into my house, fill me, fill every room

In Your Bible Read This
Acts 2.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body -  whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free, and we were all given the one Spirit to drink, 1 Corinthians 12.13.

Afterwards Talk about This
Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you first believed? Or afterwards? Have you been filled with him since then?

Something to Do before Next Time
Get together for prayer and go through the steps of welcoming and receiving Holy Spirit, praying for each other until you are all filled.

Written Diploma Work
Look at those words ‘pletho’ and ‘pleres’. Write a page to describe what that could mean today.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Galatians 5.5.

To successfully respond to the call of God everybody needs the power of God's Spirit within and although Christians may have different opinions as to when and how we receive Holy Spirit, no-one ever doubts that we need him. Always listen courteously to alternative views and learn and share without arguing or showing superior attitudes. Here is one very popular understanding.

1. The Promise of another Baptism

In Acts 1.4-8, the word baptism is ‘baptizo’, which means immersion or soaked. It is not ‘baptisma’ of Ephesians 4.5, which is the act of baptism, and it is not ‘baptismos’ of Hebrews 6.2, which is a cleansing.

2. The Promise Was Prophesied

· Read Isaiah 32.15 and see the result. 

· See Ezekiel 36.27-28 and find five consequences. 

· See Joel 2.28 and eagerly desire the consequences. 

· Read John's words in Luke 3.16, and the testimony of his birth, Luke 1.15.

· Elizabeth was filled and so was Zechariah, Jesus, and the disciples. 
Luke 1.41; 1.67; 4.1; Acts 2.4. 

One word for ‘filled’ is ‘pletho’ which means to be like a sponge, saturated and dripping streams of water everywhere. Another Bible word is ‘pleres’ which means a breadbasket, full to the top, over-flowing and dropping food everywhere.

3. Holy Spirit Is Father’s Promise

In Old Testament days the Spirit was usually ‘on’ but not ‘in’ God's people, Num 11.25. There were some special exceptions like Bezalel and Joshua. See the consequences in Exodus 31.3, Deut 34.9.

4. Holy Spirit Is Jesus’ Promise

Jesus said that the Holy Spirit is coming, John 7.37-39, 14.16, 16.7.

He will live with you and be in you, John 14.17.

He will clothe you with power, Luke 24.49.

Jesus commanded his disciples to receive Holy Spirit, in other words to make him welcome, John 20.22, Acts 1.5-7.

5. Jesus Promised Us Power

In Acts 1.8 the word is ‘dunamis’, the ability to perform anything, or to do miracles, Mat 25.15, Gal 3.5, Acts 8.13, Mark 6.5. Another Bible word for power is ‘exousia’, which means authority, Luke 10.19. 

‘Exousia’ gives us the right, but we need ‘dunamis’ power to enforce the ‘exousia’. An official might have authority to take a farmer's field but he needs power to drive out the bull that lives in there! You have authority over demons but you need God's power to make them leave.

6. The Promise Begins 

In Acts 2.1-11, Holy Spirit comes with power and 120 believers speak in languages they have never learned, see 1 Cor 14.5,18. Men from many nations come running and hear the wonders of God in their own language. That’s still God’s purpose in filling us today. Peter said that the coming of the Spirit showed that the last days had begun, Joel 2.28-32, Acts 2.16-21.

7. The Promise Moves Outwards

The Jewish believers soon found that Holy Spirit filled them again and again. Then the nearby Samaritans decided to follow Jesus and also received the Holy Spirit, Acts 8.4-8, 14-17. 

Peter visited Cornelius, who was a Roman, a European and a soldier and as he spoke about Jesus, the Holy Spirit fell on all his family and friends, Acts 10.44-46. 

Later we find people in Turkey being filled as well, Acts 13.52, 19.1-7. 

Paul wrote that we should all "be, being filled - continually" with the Spirit. 
See Ephesians 5.18 by Paul, and also Acts 4.31.

8. The Promise Is for You Today

Acts 2.38-39 has no time limit even to we who are far off. You can see a picture of how to receive the promise in Mary's experience in Luke 1.35. The Holy Spirit can also come upon you and the power of God can also overshadow you, to allow another holy child of God to be born.

Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you first believed? Acts 19.2.

Are you full of the Holy Spirit now? 

Are you dripping the blessing of God like the sponge, or overflowing with the bread of life like the basket? 

Do you want 'dunamis' in your life? 

Do you really want Holy Spirit in you? He is a person who convicts of sin, promotes a holy life style and may even call you to the ends of the earth. 

9. Welcome Holy Spirit Now

4) Be thirsty for God John 7.37.

5) Clean up your ‘temple’ by asking God to forgive you, 1 Cor 6.19, 2 Cor 6.14 to 7.1, 1 John 1.9.

6) Renounce every other spirit you may have received, in Jesus name. 

7) Ask the Father for his gift of Holy Spirit for you, Luke 11.9-13. 

8) Welcome him by a prayer of faith. 

9) Give him freedom to go anywhere in your body, soul, mind and spirit, and into your past, present and future. 

10) Now relax and receive the gift, drink him in deeply, John 7.37, 1 Cor 12.13. 

Overcome all timidity and pride, thank him for coming, surrender to him and expect either peace, joy, laughter or tears or all four. Maybe you will speak in tongues or burst into praise, worship or prophecy immediately or soon afterwards. You will soon notice his presence in every part of your life, Acts 2.4,10.46, 19.6.
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5. Prayer

Cast all your anxiety onto Jesus because he cares for you

In Your Bible Read This
Luke 10.38 to Luke 11.28.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Jesus said, "Will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly." Luke 18.7,8.

Afterwards Talk about This
Discuss which level of prayer you have reached.
See if you can plan together to move onwards into deeper intercession.

Something to Do before Next Time
Ladies often have a powerful, anointed ministry in prayer. Perhaps they are more sensitive than men. Do you think you could persuade say two or three sisters to meet together each week to intercede for all the students as you learn together?

Written Diploma Work
Discover how Jesus prayed by searching the gospels and Hebrews 5.7.
Write down your findings on one side of paper.

Meditate on This Passage
Colossians 4.2-4.

Jesus never prayed tired, old prayers which were repeated time and again. The disciples noticed just how effective, alive and relevant the prayers of Jesus were. What is more they saw answers, often before their eyes, which would have been unusual in old Judaism. But strangely only one disciple dared to ask in Luke 11.1 ~

"Teach Us How to Pray"
Have you ever noticed that when you decide to pray a conspiracy of the world, the flesh and the devil does all it can to distract you? You feel restless, or hungry, sleepy or you suddenly think of lots of things you must do.

1. What Is Prayer? 

Prayer is many things to many people. It is everything from conversation to hard physical and spiritual work. In Luke 11.9 and 10 there are three levels of prayer ~

Level 1 Is Very Simple - Ask
Ask for what you want, although your Father knows exactly what you need before you speak to him. Be like children who are experts in this! Read 2 Samuel 5.17-25 to see how David found out what to do by enquiring of God. Knowing God's mind leads step by step to the great security of 1 John 3.21. On the other hand read Joshua ch. 9, especially verse 14 to see the folly of not asking the Lord.

Level 2 Is Really Beautiful - Seek
It is simply seeking Jesus, just for who he is. Enjoy spending lots of time alone with him, telling him everything, listening to him, without bringing him all those requests and shopping lists.

Level 3 Changes the World - Knock
Knock on the door of the head of the Church. You will hear Jesus say, "Come in." He invites you and all believers to join him in prayer because "he ever lives to intercede," praying for a world of lost people. Joining in his prayers is the real intercession, often the work of hours or even days. Heb 7.24-25.

2. Why Pray? 

There are many reasons, not least a two way conversation between your Father and you his child as you grow up. However, with the insight given by Jesus, Luke 11.21, we will all find some very compelling reasons for prayer.

· The strong man represents Satan. 

· His house is the earth and his well guarded possessions are people. 

· The one who is stronger is Jesus. 

· We are in him and seated with him, Eph 1.23; 2.6.

· The spoils are all the people who are rescued through prayer. Your family, and neighbours and even people you pray for far away. 

3. Who Should Pray?

In Luke 18.1, Jesus tells his followers, men and women, boys and girls, that they should always pray and not give up. Prayer is a powerful ministry open to every believer, young and old alike.

4. Where Should We Pray?

In Bible days people still travelled to pray in the Temple or in the small Jewish meeting places. The Bible says that today your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit so you can pray anywhere, anytime at all, and in any way ~ kneeling, walking, working, cycling, sitting, even lying down.

5. When Should We Pray?

Jesus says we can pray ‘always,’ and Paul said, ‘on all occasions.’ Day or night, at any moment as discipline demands or as our heart prompts, we can easily pray. Jesus tells us to persevere in prayer, and Paul says to pray in the Spirit with all kinds of prayer and requests, from the most silent to the most passionate.

6. How Should We Pray?

Jesus said in Luke 11.2-4 that THIS is how you pray. These words were never meant to be repeated again and again without thinking or passion as they are in so many churches, but they should be prayed from both the heart and the mind.

Begin by Speaking to Our Father 
Remember that our Father is a perfect loving and caring Father, not like so many of our earthly fathers. 

Hallow and Bless His Name 
Take time to worship and appreciate him, before saying anything else. Tell God how much you love him and thank him for his love for you and for your family and nation, John 4.23. 

Ask for His Kingdom to Come
A kingdom is where a king rules, so ask for God’s rule to come where it is needed in your own life and mind, in the family and in the nation. 

Ask for His Will to Be Done 
Against unrighteous events in society. 

Ask for Your Daily Bread
Father is very willing to provide for us. 

Ask God to Forgive Your Sins 
Let Jesus' blood cleanse from every sin. 

And now that You Are Forgiven
Forgiving others is the condition for receiving our own forgiveness. 

Lead Us Not - But Lead You Where? 
Ask for God’s guidance for your life. 

Ask God to Deliver You from Evil
That lurks deep in you, in the family, and in such things as drugs and wars. 

Praise Him for His Kingdom and Glory
A lovely opportunity for more worship, praise and words of faith. See how when you pray like this time flies by. 

Finally here is a powerful prayer secret. Jesus finishes his teaching on prayer in Luke 11.13 by telling us how willing the Father is to give us the Holy Spirit. So always invite the Holy Spirit to lead every time of prayer, alone or together and see how he draws prayer from your heart and lips. Hours will fly by like minutes, Luke 11.5-8; Eph 6.18.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Guatemala

Operation World page 253

Praise God for huge Christian growth

Up to 45% believers in the cities

Many rural unreached peoples.

6. The Word of God
The Bible is the living Word of God

In Your Bible Read
Psalm 119.9-11 and verse 105; Hebrews 4.12; Mark 4.21-29.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work, 2 Tim 3.16,17.

Afterwards Talk about This
Do you believe that God’s word is the ultimate authority for life?

Something to Do before Next Time
Do your best to set apart a special time in each day when you can be quiet and meditate. Put the Bible reading plan into action. Make seven bookmarks to place in your Bible where you stop reading so that you can find your place easily at the same time the next week.

Written Diploma Work
From 2 Kings 22.8-13 and 23.1-32 write down all the reforms
King Josiah made after he had heard the word of God.

Meditate on This Passage
Matthew 7.24-27.

1. The Bible Is God’s Word

For every believer the word of God is unique and precious. In fact many people have given their lives over the centuries to preserve the truth of God’s word for us to read. So in view of the priceless value of God’s word can I ask you from Mark 4.21 where is the Bible in your life? 

Is it hidden away? 
Or is it on a stand high up, illuminating every corner of your life? 

2. The Blessings in God's Word

His word is living and active, it speaks to you and works in you. Heb 4.12-13.

His word is a mirror that lets you see yourself as you read. His word will never let you deceive yourself, or hide the truth, James 1.22-24; Mark 4.22.

1. God will thoroughly equip you through his word to do everything he asks of you.

From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures that are able to give you the wisdom you need for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete and thoroughly equipped for every good work, 2 Timothy 3.15-17.

It is often said that the Bible is the Son of God in print, because Jesus is called both the Word and the Truth, John 1.1.

Do You Want Success and Prosperity?
Then do what Joshua was told to do. Joshua 1.8. And if you want to prosper in everything then hear Psalm 1.1-3.

3. When You Read Do You Hear?

Have you noticed that when you read God’s word you often ‘hear’ deep within, not with your ears. That’s God’s voice. We should consider carefully what we hear because with the measure we use it will be measured unto us, Mark 4.24.

4. How Do You Use God's Word?

You use the word to renew your heart, Romans 10.17.
You use the word to renew your mind, Romans 12.2. 
You use his word to renew your words, Romans 10.10; Proverbs 18.2.
Use the word to renew your actions, John 14.15.

Use the word to enforce your victory. Satan had no answer when Jesus said, It is written! Matthew 4.1-11, especially verses 4, 7 and 10. 

Use the word to renew your prayers
The first believers often quoted the scriptures to guide their prayers, and God quickly answered, Acts 4.23-31. If you pray using the word of God, then this is what starts to happen ~

First, you sow the seed of the word
Then with perseverance in praying the word, and patience, comes the stalk.
As you maintain your faith in God and in his word, then comes the ear. 
Then full grain, and finally the harvest.  
Mark 4.14; 4.26-29, Isa 55.10-11, Gen 8.22.

It Is Important to Pass On the Word
Because whoever has God’s word can be saved and be given even more ~ healing, freedom, guidance, blessing and prosperity by believing it. But the man who does not have God’s word to believe and act upon has none of those blessings and will lose even what he has, that is his life and soul for all eternity, Mark 4.25.

5. How then Do You Hear the Word?

God has made it very simple to hear his voice. Just get alone with him and open your Bible. Admit your weakness and pray to learn with the Holy Spirit’s help. Take time to reflect upon what you read and hear because through meditation you will be surprised how God speaks to you and answers your questions.

As a new believer I knew none of these things. I went to a prayer meeting and quietly prayed about my work, my wife, and my children because of all the problems we were having. After a while I felt an urge to pick up my Bible and it fell open by itself at Psalm 128. As I began to read God first astonished and then comforted me through his word by saying to my heart ~

"Blessed are all who fear the Lord 
who walk in his ways. 
You will eat the fruit of your work, 
blessings and prosperity will be yours. 
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine and 
your sons olive shoots at your table." 

I believed God’s word and today, years later I can see how God has kept his promise and blessed both my family and my work.

6. How to Enjoy Reading the Bible

Lots of people start at Genesis and then stop because they find some early parts of the Old Testament hard to understand. We all like to eat different things from day to day and it is just the same with our spiritual food. Try following this plan and you will get a different meal every day. Each day read some Psalms for worship and some Proverbs for wisdom as well.

On Monday 
Epic stories from Bible history. Start at Genesis and read on to Esther.
On Tuesday 
Jesus by people who knew him best. Start at Matthew and read to Luke. 

On Wednesday 
Walk in the peaks and valleys of poetry. Start at Job, read to Song of Solomon. 

On Thursday 
Love letters from John. His gospel, then his letters, and finally Revelation. 

On Friday 
Bible prophecy. Start at Isaiah and read on to Malachi. You will be astonished. 

On Saturday 
Letters from great men of God. Start at Romans, read on to Peter and Jude. 

On Sunday 
Visit live churches and front-line missions by reading the book of Acts. 
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7. Meditation 

Take a few minutes to think and pray
 

In Your Bible Read This
Psalm 91.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Joshua 1.8.

Afterwards Talk about This
What are the promises we have found for those who will keep their minds and hearts fixed in God’s word day and night?

Something to Do before Next Time
If you haven’t got one, search out your own secret place of the Most High. Put your name on it, fix a time for it, and arrange to meet with God there every day.
Be ready next time to tell us how you got on.

Written Diploma Work
Ask the Lord to show you the depths of a verse this week and write a two page essay using all your senses to explain all that he has revealed to you in it.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Proverbs 24.3-4.

Lots of people recommend meditation and eastern religions make a habit of it. But watch out - worldly meditation aims to empty your mind and if you do that Satan will surely fill it. Did you ever notice that in a battle the fighting takes place in the no man’s land between the armies? To be safe you and your mind must be always on God’s side.

Biblical meditation fills your mind with the word of God and has been part of our walk with God since time began.

1. The Benefits of Meditation

The word of God is the doorway into the mind of God and meditation is the passage into the rooms full of treasure. Meditation is a meeting point with God and you can expect revelation, growth, encouragement, power and insight for spiritual warfare and witness.

Meditate on the Word Day and Night
You will be prosperous and successful.
You will yield fruit in season.
Your new growth will not wither.

Whatever you do will prosper.
You will have more insight.
You will be blessed in what you do.
You will have good stored up in you.
Joshua 1.8; Psalms 1.2,3; 119.99; James 1.25; Matthew 12.35.

2. The Two Fold Purpose of Meditation

Firstly, to Bless God

David wanted the words of his mouth and the meditation of his heart to please the Lord, Psalm 19.14.

Secondly, to Enrich You

Paul said, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly." Then you will be able to teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, Col 3.16.

3. What Do You Meditate on?

Meditation is a time to explore the mind of the One you love, to discover him, how he thinks and his wisdom and ways. You will surprised how much the Lord speaks to you once you have become quiet inside and can hear his voice. The Psalm writers often wrote about their own direction in meditation. What did they say?

We meditate on your unfailing love.
I will meditate on all your works.
We consider all your mighty deeds.
I meditate on your precepts.
I consider your ways.
I meditate on your law all day long.
I meditate on your promises.
Psalms 48.9; 77.12; 119.15, 97, 148.

4. How Do You Meditate?

To meditate means to mull, chew, reflect, imagine, study, mutter, commune, even complain. Here are some well tried ways to help you create a regular time of meditation. If you persevere this good habit will enrich your Christian life more than you can imagine.

You Need Your Own Secret Place of the Most High

See Psalm 91. A corner, a room, an attic, a basement. God will meet with you anywhere. A woman used to throw her apron over her head. When she did that the family knew not to disturb her! For Isaac, his secret place to meet with God was a field, see Genesis 24.63.

 You Need Quietness

Somewhere away from the chatter of family and people, away from street noise, telephone and television. Nowhere like that near you? What’s the noise level like at 5 am? That’s my secret place.

You Need Self Discipline

To visit your secret place regularly and also to deal with distractions and temptations that come into your mind, and maybe into your stomach too.

Keep a notebook handy to jot down what your memory says is important. That usually satisfies the mind. Allow yourself time to become quiet inside. For me that often takes 20 minutes or so. Pray and invite the Lord to speak to you and to guide you.

You Need a Pathway to Follow
Something that interests you, captures your attention or a verse or two that God gives you. Then you can enter into God’s mind as he reveals and explains his word to you, Jeremiah said, "When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart's delight." Jeremiah 15.16.

Take Your Time
Examine the passage phrase by phrase, using your holy imagination to think, see, hear, smell, touch and even taste what is happening in the words. Listen for creative thoughts and unique explanations from the Holy Spirit.
Now Have a Go for Yourself
Read Job 23.10-12 little by little. 

He knows the way . . that I take.

When he has tested me - I will come forth as gold.

Why? Because my feet closely follow . . his steps. .

Now keep going, mull, chew, reflect, imagine, study, mutter, commune, even complain but talk with Jesus.

Or you could meditate on a theme like the names of God, say one each day.

Jehovah Tsidekenu - the Lord my Righteousness.
Jehovah M’Kaddesh - the Lord who Sanctifies.
Jehovah Shalom - the Lord is Peace.
Jehovah Shammah - the Lord is There.
Jehovah Rophe - the Lord who Heals.
Jehovah Jireh - the Lord will Provide.
Jehovah Nissi - the Lord is my Banner.
Jehovah Rohi - the Lord my Shepherd.

Have you noticed that every lesson gives you an appropriate verse to explore in your secret place?

A House of Prayer for All Nations
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Former great missionary vision.

8. Hearing God’s Voice 

Martin Luther heard from God and started the Reformation
 

In Your Bible Read This
John 10.1-16, Psalm 29, Matthew 4.4.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight, Proverbs 3.5-6.

Afterwards Talk about This
How do people normally find guidance before deciding what to do?
Compare your answer with the lesson’s points to find the best way forward.

Something to Do before Next Time
Begin a journal to record all the things that God is saying to you. Verses, happenings, provisions should all be written down and reviewed to discover the total revelation.

Written Diploma Work
Look at the list of supernatural ways of receiving guidance,
then in one page find and list where such things happened in the Bible.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Revelation 19.9-10.

1. Will God Guide Me?

Many people foolishly turn to spiritism for guidance, see Isaiah 8.20, but no-one is better at guiding his people than God. See Prov 3.3-5, Romans 12.1,2 and Psalms 25.9; 32.8-9; 37.23-24; 48.14.

Which Way?
Jesus is the Way, and the Truth and the Life. He says "Follow me," John 14.6; Luke 1.79 and Rev 7.17. If you want to know all about God’s ways then look at Jesus because he and the Father are One, John 6.38, 10.30, Hebrews 1.3.

What did Abraham's servant say? Genesis 24.27.

Why were lost people happy? Psalm 107.7.

Why were the kings overjoyed? Matthew 2.9-12.

Who told Peter to go in Acts 10.9-19?

Who said send in Acts 13.1-3?

Who is guiding Paul in Acts 16.6-10?

      Who Will Speak to You and Guide You Even in Your Daily Problems?
"On a journey in France there was a strike and all the roads were blocked by trucks. A man came and spoke to us in Spanish and gave us detailed instructions about how to reach Spain using country tracks. I wrote the details, looked up and he was gone. That day we were the only car to cross the border. Who was that man? How did he know that I understood Spanish?"

God Is Not Silent

In fact he has been speaking since the very beginning. Hearing God’s voice is the first step to knowing God’s guidance, Genesis 1.3, Hebrews 1.1,2.

2. How Does God Speak to Us?

God Speaks through His Word

You will be surprised at how much you will hear with your heart as you read with your eyes, Psalm 119,105, Hebrews 4.12. Always remember that God who gives you the revelation should also be asked for the interpretation and the application.

God Speaks through His Spirit

He lives in you, John 14.17.
He brings God’s word to life, Genesis 1.2-3; Zechariah 4.6.
He speaks to us deep within, Romans 8.16.

What Else Does the Spirit Do?

He leads the sons of God, Romans 8.14.
He speaks in worship times, Acts 13.2.
He speaks through prophecy, tongues and interpretation, words of knowledge, wisdom and discernment, Luke 2.25-38.
He opens and closes doors, Acts 16.10.

Listen to the Voice in Your Heart

Some Christian businessmen were interviewing an experienced manager, for an important job. They all knew in their spirit that the man was a liar but no-one dared to say so. Months later the manager brought ruin. When the others met again they confessed one by one that they had all been warned by God's voice, but no-one obeyed!

God Speaks in Prayer Times

If you call to God he will tell you great things you did not know, Jeremiah 33.3.
David made a habit of asking God what to do, 2 Samuel 5.19.

God Speaks in Supernatural Ways

God sends dreams, visions, audible words, warnings and distresses. He provides signposts like pillars of cloud or fire, burning bushes, even stars, and storms, Job 3.14-28; Exodus 13.21, 3.2; Matthew 2.2. Jonah 1.12.

Juanita was going on a missions trip to West Africa passing through Senegal. One night the Lord spoke to her in a dream saying, "You need a visa for Senegal." She rang the airline who said, "No, you do not." She phoned the embassy who said, "Yes, you do." The trip was saved by the Lord's dream.

God Speaks through Angel Visitors

Gabriel and the angels still bring us messages from God as they always have done. Daniel 10.4-21, Luke 1.11-20; 1.26-28, 2.10-15, Hebrews 13.2, Revelation 19.9-10.

God Speaks through People

Fellow believers particularly mature brothers and sisters, elders and ministers often bring us God’s word through preaching, teaching, counsel and the gifts of the Spirit, Acts 15.28.

God Speaks through Confirmations

If you are not sure of the source of your guidance, never be afraid to ask God to confirm his wisdom to you, James 1.5-7, 1 John 4.1. Never move without the confirmation of God's referee, the gift of his peace in your heart and conscience, Col 3.15.

God Speaks through Providence

The word pro in pro-vision means ‘for,’ that is something ‘for’ the vision. God encourages you to go on by providing open doors, men, money or materials.

Ezra 1.5-7.

3. How Do We Receive God's Guidance?

It’s like an aeroplane searching for the runway. From far away it uses radar to generally locate its home. Then radio signals show the route until the pilot sees lights pointing the way in. Precise lights show him the runway itself and finally a man with a torch tells him where to park. In other words guidance comes in many ways, and it does not come all at once, but increases and gets more detailed as the journey of faith progresses, Prov 16.9.

God sometimes delays showing you his will until exactly the right time to display his glory. Be patient, you may well get much more than you expected as Lazarus' sisters did! John 11.5-44. Dare you really risk following God’s revelation? Do not worry because God has a big safety net. If we want his will, God’s voice will always confirm, correct or even cancel our plans, Isaiah 30.21. 
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9. Worship

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness
 

In Your Bible Read This
Revelation chapters 4 and 5.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Worship the LORD your God, and his blessing will be on your food and water.
I will take away sickness from among you, and none will miscarry or
be barren in your land. I will give you a full life span. Exodus 23.25-26.

Afterwards Talk about This
What are some of the idols and false gods that people tend
to serve today which makes God jealous and angry?

Something to Do before Next Time
Arrange an evening which will be exclusively devoted to worshipping God,
using as many of the different ways as possible. Look for and choose
anointed people to participate and make God very happy
with a symphony of praise and worship.

Written Diploma Work
Make a list of as many different verses as you find in the Psalms
which refer to the ways they worshipped God.

Meditate Word By Word On This Passage
Ephesians 5.19-20.

Man is essentially a worshipping creature. It is part of his nature. The only question is who he will worship? Whatever we worship we ultimately end up serving. The more we worship something or someone, the more our commitment increases, and the more we become like the thing we worship.

1. What Does It Mean to Worship?

The Hebrew word is ‘shachah’ which means to worship, bow down, do obeisance, give reverence or fall down. The New Testament word ‘proskuneo’ similarly means to kiss the hand or to fall upon the knees and touch the ground with the forehead in profound reverence. Two other worship words mean to physically serve, to perform sacred service and to offer gifts to God.

2. Let My People Go, So that They May Worship Me

This was God’s repeated demand to Pharaoh which led to the exodus of God’s people from Egypt. Since then God, who is a jealous God, has fought with his people to keep them from worshipping other gods and idols rather than worshipping the one true living God.

Worship is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever. God actively seeks worshippers and to worship is our first calling, see John 4.23. True worship is when we allow Holy Spirit to draw adoration from our spirit, or heart and leads us to worship in spirit and in truth. See Phil 3.3.

Worship is priceless and uniquely belongs to God and to his Son Jesus Christ who alone are worthy. Lucifer, who was in charge of the worship in heaven, wanted that worship for himself and that led to his downfall, Isaiah 14, Ezekiel 28. He even offered Jesus the kingdoms of the world in exchange for worship but the Lord refused, of course, Matthew 4.8-10.

3. Worship Fills the Room with God

In Bible times lots of men and women were anointed by God and appointed by leaders to lead the people of God of those ancient days into prophetic worship not just the singing of songs as we often do today in our meetings. 1 Chron 25.1; 6-8.

Worship prepares the way for God to come and for salvation to fill your life, see Psalms 22.3; 50.23. Children’s worship even silences the enemy, see Psalm 8:2.

4. I Will Bless the Lord at All Times

When do we worship? At all times. For set times of worship Psalm 100 tells how to begin, but above all our personal lives should be never ending worship. Every breath we breathe, every thought, word and action should be worship to the good God we serve, for ever and ever, see Psalm 145.1,2.

5. Worship, Past Present and Future

Men first began to call on the name of the Lord in prehistory. When Abram was going to the Promised Land, the first thing he did was to build an altar of worship wherever he went. See Gen 4.26; 12.6.

In days gone by God’s people worshipped in Temple and synagogue but these days our bodies are God’s temple, 1 Cor 6.19. This means we can worship without waiting, wherever we are, whatever the circumstances. Paul and Silas even worshipped in prison, Acts 16.25.

But our worship on earth only reflects the worship in heaven. You must read the glorious chapters 4, 5 and 19.1-10 of Revelation and see how worship in heaven is full of colour, light, sound, motion, and activity. Our worship should aim to be just the same.

6. How Do We Worship?

The Bible tells us how people used their hearts, minds, arms, hands, feet and lips in songs. They shouted for joy with bowing down, dance, praise, blessing and thanksgiving.

Words from the Psalms like ‘halal’ or ‘hallelujah’ mean to praise, boast of and celebrate the Lord. ‘Yadah’ means to throw out the hands, and ‘barak’ means to kneel in worship to bless God.

The offering of our bodies for the service of God and man is also worship, see Romans 12.1. God’s people also worship him in their art, sculpture, writing, drama, music and architecture as well as in giving their money for the gospel.

7. Worship in Church

In church our meetings should be full of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs which can be led by the Spirit in new languages that he gives. So many modern meetings are no more than platform led Christian entertainment, not very different from the theatre. People merely watch but do they worship? The presence of God and the manifestation of his Spirit in our worship should cause unbelievers to fall down and worship, Col 3.16, 1 Cor 14.15-16, 25, 26, Eph 5.19, Acts 2.4.

Is Praise the Same as Worship?
We need to praise God for all he is and does, but God seeks out and needs worshippers, not just worship.

Praise can be very public but worship is always intimate.

Praise is always seen or heard, worship can be quiet and hidden.

Praise is often expressive, exuberant and aggressive, whilst worship is often awe in the presence of God.

8. True Worship Is Costly

The Bible talks about sacrifices of praise. David danced before the Lord with all his might, and refused to offer God a sacrifice which cost him nothing, 2 Samuel 6.14, 24.24. Wise men from the east offered costly gifts as they came to worship Jesus, see Matthew 2.9-12, and a woman anointed Jesus with expensive perfume, washed his feet with her tears and dried them with her hair, see Luke 7.36-50.
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10. The Life of Faith

Faith is being still and believing God
In Your Bible Read This
Hebrews 11.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Have faith in God, Jesus answered. I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, Go, throw yourself into the sea, and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen,  it will be done for him, Mark 11.22-23.

Afterwards Practice This in Prayer
Name the mountains that stand against you, stopping your progress.
Speak to them in prayer. Command them to move.

Something to Do before Next Time
Write a list of all the promises that God has given you. Examine your heart to see if you are still believing God despite every adverse or contrary circumstance. If you need to, repent and believe him again, thanking God by faith for his answers.

Written Diploma Work
Write 2 pages describing the different kinds of faith found in the Bible.

Meditate on This Passage
Philemon 6.

1. What Is Faith?

The simple answer is found in Hebrews 11.6 which says that you must believe that God is real, and he is a rewarder of those who seek him diligently.

In Africa I met a man who had been born in the bush, in total poverty but today owns a factory, a good house and a car. He is an employer and a church elder, enjoying a God given prosperity with responsibility, in a land of appalling poverty.

How Did It Happen?
He said, "One day many years ago a missionary preached the gospel in my Muslim village. As a child I believed in God, received Jesus and I began to pray for God’s help to go to school, then to university, and onwards. I put my faith in the promises of God."

2. By Faith . . .

From Hebrews 11.1-39.
We can understand the world and where we come from, 3.

We can worship, as Abel did, 4.

We can please God, as Enoch did, 5.

We can avoid disasters, so saving our families, as Noah did, 7.

We can receive the call of God and obey, as Abram did, 8.

We can do what is physically impossible, as Sarah did, 11.

We can know the end of the age is near and play our part in it, 13-16.

We can sacrifice our best knowing God is faithful, as Abraham did, 17.

We can walk away from sin and see the invisible, as Moses did, 25, 27.

The Bible says, "All these people were still living by faith when they died." and, "These were all commended for their faith, although none of them received what they had been promised." 11.13, 39.

Why Not?
"God had far better things in mind for us that would also benefit them, for they can’t receive the prize at the end of the race until we finish the race."

3. What then Is This So Essential Faith?

Faith is simply believing that God is real, and that he will keep his word, Numbers 23.19. A sister was told by her doctor that there was little chance of her having a baby. She refused some experimental treatment and put faith in God’s promise in Exodus 23.25. Years went by, many tears were shed and faith grew weak. One month after a special effort in prayer at last she became pregnant. The same doctor who said "impossible" delivered a miracle daughter, Elisabeth, which means God has kept his promise.

Faith Is Calling Out to God

What happened to the people who were lost in life? Psalm 107.4-9.
And to the people lost in sin? 10-16.
And to people lost in sickness? 17-22.
And even to the people who got lost and in peril on a journey? 23-31.

4. Where Does Faith Come from?

There is: 

Saving faith, the gift of God, Eph 2.8, and
Serving faith, Rom 12.3, 2 Tim 1.6.
Faith that forgives, Luke 17.5.
Faith comes by “hearing” what God says, through the Bible,preaching, tapes and books, Romans 10.17.
There is the gift of faith, 1 Cor 12.9.

5. Faith Means Believing in Your Heart

We are body, soul and spirit, 1 Thess 5.23, but because God is Spirit, John 4.24, we believe him in our spirit, a Bible word for our heart. The heart is the home of warm living faith, and as such is God's foundation for our mind which is a reservoir of learning and human knowledge, Mark 11.23-24; Romans 10.10, Proverbs 23.23 tells us to buy the truth and not sell it, meaning that truth has a price, and that price may be believing God's promises against all contrary circumstances. Sometimes an educated but unspiritual mind will sell God's truth and grasp for a human alternative, when in fact that alternative should be put in its place behind active believing faith in God's word. Paul, an intellectual genius of his day declared we are to live by faith and not by sight, 2 Cor 5.7.

For many years a brother borrowed a car, but the owner fell into hard times and the blessing had to end. He read in Deut 28.31 that one curse of the law is that your donkey is taken away and not returned. He said, "In Jesus I am blessed," so he refused the curse and asked God for a new donkey. He walked everywhere for weeks thanking God in his heart for a new “donkey”. There was no logical hope but suddenly with one phone call he was given a good car which God had quietly led a prayerful man to buy for him.

6. Faith Is Now

In Hebrews 11.1 you find “Now” faith. Faith believes not that God can, or even that he will, but that he has done it. Real faith believes that the answer already exists in God “now” and the blessing is mine “now” - even before it is seen or held. For example, it is not that God can save me or will save me. Of course he can!

The truth is that:
Jesus already saved me on the Cross.
I discover this by revelation,
I receive him, I give thanks,
And his salvation becomes mine.

Equally, the door to healing, deliverance, blessing and prosperity is not in the future believing that Jesus can, or even will meet your need. “Now” faith receives from the Cross where his finished work met my every need 2000 years ago! Believe, praise him, thank him, and wait in faith.

7. Faith Faces the Facts and Believes

As Abraham the father of our faith did as an example to all who would follow him. He is the father of our faith. Read the story in Romans 4.19-21.

After Thomas said, "I will not believe," Jesus came and said to him, "Thomas, stop doubting, start believing." Thomas confessed, "My Lord and my God," repented of his unbelief, and went to preach in ancient India. 

Who would you prefer to be, Abraham or Thomas? John 20.24-29.

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Japan

Operation World page 322

126,000,000 wealthy, lost people

Mainly ancestor worshippers

250,000 evangelical believers.

11. Vision

 Handel saw the glory of God and composed "The Messiah"
 

In Your Bible Read This
Isaiah 43.18, Revelation 1.9-18, 1 Chronicles 28.11-12.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Where there is no vision, the people perish, but he that keeps the law,
happy is he, Proverbs 29.18 (AV).

Afterwards Talk about This
So what do you see? Share your vision, sufferings, failures
or lack of vision openly with each other.

Something to Do before Next Time
Examine your own heart and see the vision God is beginning to give you.
Don’t accept fate but reach out to God’s destiny for you, your family,
ministry, church and future. Make a few notes and hide them
away to look at again in a few years time.

Written Diploma Work
Develop the theme of the vultures in writing. How might they affect a new
vision in practice. What could happen?

Meditate on This Passage
Exodus 25.8.

Jeremiah was a young man just starting off in his walk with the Lord, serving in the temple. One day the Lord appeared and told him that he was known even before birth, and that he was a special young man, set apart by God to be a prophet. Jeremiah protested that he was just a child but the Lord reassured him and gave him some great promises. Then the Lord asked him a question, Jeremiah 1.4-12.

Jeremiah, What Do You See? 

Jeremiah answered correctly. He saw the first signs of new life for his land. 

The Lord said, “Correct, I am watching over my word to perform it!” 

1. What Do You See from the Lord?

Who should have a burning vision?

Every believer for himself, his family, his service and future. 

Every leader for an Acts 2.42-47 church and a God blessed locality and region. 

Every church for the whole world. 

The Bible says that without a vision the people perish, Proverbs 29.18. And the first one to perish is you from boredom in your Christian life. Having vision is much more than just a picture in a charismatic worship meeting. It is a deep inner awareness of why you have been born now, and even more important, why you, and not others, have been born again by the hand of God.

2. Vision Is Prophetic New Life from God 

It is a glimpse of the future before it happens - on condition that we obey God, but watch out - the devil hates the promise of new life. He tried to kill baby Moses who was going to be God's deliverer of a nation. He tried to kill baby Jesus, who was going to deliver an entire world. He attacks babies in the womb today. He attacks all new-born Christians and in the same way a new vision will also be attacked!

Vision and Vultures

Some years ago we were driving in the desert in West Africa on the way to visit a remote Bible school. In the distance we saw some vultures circling and we knew having watched too many cowboy films that something was either dying or dead. What would it be? We changed course and arrived within minutes.

Vultures
When we arrived we saw a gang of seven big, black vultures on the ground and advancing upon a new born goat whose mother was still too weak to drive them away. We frightened them away until the kid found strength to run. Just looking at the black hooded vultures showed us a picture of the powers of darkness and all their attacks against new born visions and plans. The Bible calls, the powers of darkness, ‘birds of the air.’ These vultures advance against you as soon as you give birth to a plan. They intend to attack your vision and give you a hard time to get started and keep going.

3. The Birds of the Air

Vulture 1 Is Called Unbelief
He sits on your shoulder and squawks again and again, "Has God really said this?"

Vulture 2 Is Called Doubt
He says, "Don't trust God, people or yourself." Moses listened to his squawking and said to God, "Who am I? They won't believe me! I can't speak! Please, send someone else!"

Vulture 3 Is Called Fear
He says, "What will people say if you make a mistake, change half way or fail." He says don’t take the risk.

Vulture 4 Is Called Discouragement
Joshua was warned by God to watch out for this black, ugly vulture. Joshua 1, Deut 31.6.

Vulture 5 Is Called Laziness
Haggai saw this one around, and told the people to be strong and work. Haggai 2.4.

Vulture 6 Is Called Distractions
He is a powerful vulture that sits on our shoulder and whispers all the other things we have to do, now, Luke 8.14.

Vulture 7 Is Called Impatience
He is a sly ugly brute. If he can't slow us down through fear he will push us to run ahead of God. If faith ever turns into presumption, what was a Spirit led vision becomes a work of the flesh and doomed to failure! Watch out for this one, he is very subtle and can appeal to your impatience.

Why Such an Attack from the Devil?
It’s Proverbs 29.18. Even a baby vision means less people will perish. In Matthew 25 you find wise virgins with a vision to be ready, wise servants with a vision to fully use their gifts and wise sheep with burning vision to minister to others.

4. So What Do You See? 

Maybe You Do Not Have a Vision?
If so, do what John did and get into the Spirit, and see Jesus!  Revelation 1.10. 

Perhaps You See Very Little? 
If your vision has failed then bury it in the sure and certain hope of a better resurrection. Acts 16.6-10.

Have You Run Away from a Vision?
Remember that the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, and to John Mark also, 2 Timothy 4.11.

Are You Suffering for a Vision?
Remember Joseph had a very real vision but he suffered for it in body and soul, Psa 105.19, and Habbakuk too in heart and soul, Hab 2.3. See what Daniel said in Daniel 10.7-8, 16-17. He had to be strengthened by God to carry on. Like Daniel 10.14, watch out for the right time, that’s vital.

And for the Many who Do Have Vision -
Do what Abraham did in Gen 15.5-10:
Add personal sacrifice to the vision. 
Drive the birds of the air away, 11. 
Expect God to confirm the vision, 13.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Mexico
Operation World page 379
98,000,000 mainly poor people 
Dynamic growing nation
Many social & political problems
88% Catholic, 5% evangelicals
Long history of persecution.

12. Abundant Life

Meet Zoe, the overcomer
In Your Bible Read This 
1 John 2.12-14 and Galatians 5.16-26.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Jesus said, "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy;
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full." John 10.10.

Afterwards Talk about This 
Ephesians 4.18 says that men were first separated from the life
of God by the fall. What was life like for Adam?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Meditate upon the revelation given in Romans 6.1-6 and every day
confess the truths out aloud and receive them by faith and prayer.
Ask God to make the truth real and experienced by you.
Make a note of the differences as they begin to appear.

Written Diploma Work 
Study Gal 2.20, Col 1.29, Eph 3.20, Phil 2.13 and write one
page to explain Paul’s faith approach to life and ministry.

Meditate on This Passage 
Galatians 2.20.

1. What Is the Overcoming Life

In John 10.10 the word Jesus uses in his own language for life is ‘zoe’. People often think that life is measured by how many possessions we have, but Jesus strongly disagrees, Luke 12.15. Zoe is the life Jesus lived; God’s own life, eternal life, abundant life, real and genuine; a life active and vigorous, devoted to God, blessed now, and lasting forever.

God's Plan for You Is also 'Zoe' 

Romans 8.29-30 says ~ 

He is making all things work towards His plan and purpose, for your good. 

He knew you before time began. 

He called you. 

He justified you, taking your sins away. 

He is busy making you like Jesus. 

He has already glorified you, and by faith glory is your certain destination. 

2. What Does It Mean to Be like Jesus?

When God says he is making us into the likeness of his Son, he does not mean our facial appearance but our inner or moral life. God takes his children on a journey of restoration, Genesis 1.26, making us more and more like Jesus, God’s Son, sharing his holiness, his mind, his nature and moral excellence.

We want to be like Jesus but we often make the mistake of trying to help God by striving to be good, or by obeying religious laws. We make every kind of human effort and then get disappointed because we fail. We soon find there is a fierce conflict inside us between two opposing natures, our old sinful nature and our new God loving nature. So our heart desires to do what pleases God but often we do the very opposite, Galatians 5.17-21, Romans 7.15-25

3. How Can We Release the Life of God?

a. Choose to Live by the Spirit
It is better to allow 'Holy' Spirit to rule your life every day than to try and live life by the rule book, Gal 5.1; 16; 18. Let Holy Spirit bring the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control into your life, Galatians 5.22,23.

The Two Wings of God’s Dove
People chase the gifts of the Spirit but the fruit of the Spirit is also very important because it is the release of the character of Jesus. When you see fruit you have the sure proof that God is working in your life to make you more and more like Jesus. The fruit of a changed life is also a good testimony. Holy Spirit plants the fruit seeds in our hearts but we must let the seed grow into a Christ-like life for all to see. 

Just because a man might have learned how to use the power gifts of the Spirit does not guarantee a good moral character or a holy life. Always look for the fruit.

b. Choose to Execute that Old Life
Read the list in Galatians 5.19 for a picture of man when he lives only for himself. That ugly old nature comes down to us from the first man Adam, who deliberately disobeyed God to follow Satan’s lies.

God left him and Adam’s spirit by which he knew God died within him; and he was left with only his body and soul. From now on man’s own interests rule his life. He wants his own way not God’s ways. It is that ugly old nature that Paul says we should crucify, that is execute, put to death, Galatians 5.24. 

How Do You Crucify Yourself? 
Try it! Stand, pretend you have a cross, a hammer and nails for feet and hands. That’s right! You can’t do it! As much as you try you cannot kill your ugly old nature. But here is good news. 

Jesus Has Done It For You. 
All you have to do is to take that death and a new life by faith. Here’s how.
In Romans chapters 1 to 5 God drives man into a corner. Man is a helpless sinner and cannot save himself until he finds that Christ died for him. This brings man into peace with God, Romans 5 to 7.25 leads the believer as a helpless saint into a corner of despair crying out for rescue, Rom 7.24. Finding the answer brings man into peace with himself.

What Is that Answer? 

It is found by believing Romans 6.1-14.
Our ugly old self died once and for all time, on the Cross with Jesus, 6.6. 

Our now dead old nature was also buried with Jesus, 6.4-5. 

We are united with Jesus in his resurrection, his new life, our ‘zoe’. But watch out, our ugly old nature does not stay in the grave without a struggle. You will have to persevere in this truth to release full victory, Romans 6.4,5,8,10. 

  

Daily count yourself dead to sin 

Daily count yourself alive to God and offer him your body to use, 6.11.

By faith release the life of Christ and reign in life as Paul did. Read his testimony in Galatians 2.20; Colossians 1.29; Ephesians 3.20; Philippians 2.13 and Romans 5.17. 

  

Romans 8 is a glorious chapter about the Spirit-led life. Read how believers throw off condemnation and the law of sin and death, and move into the law of the Spirit of life, that’s 'zoe', the overcomer’s life. 

c. Finally, Keep in Step with the Spirit
In Gal 5.25 Paul says that now we have true and real life by the Spirit, let us march with him in line like a soldier, prosperously, seeing things turn out well. But watch yourself, Paul also warns us about some temptations in this powerful Spirit-led life. 5.26 - 6.2.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations 

Pray for Liberia 

Operation World page 352 

3,000,000 people, 37% Christian 

An African nation destroyed by war 

Many believers have fled or died 

It will be a long hard struggle to rebuild.

13. Being Like Jesus

The fruit of the Spirit is the nature of the Son of God
 

In Your Bible Read This
1 John 3.1-3; Philippians 2.1-11.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self control.
Against such things there is no law, Galatians 5.22-23.

Afterwards Talk about This 
Can you think of anyone you know, or from history, or in the news,
that shows consistently this kind of Christ like life?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Meditate quietly on each Bible meaning of love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.
Examine your own attitudes and decide how you can reach
the higher standards with God’s help.

Written Diploma Work
Write nine very short paragraphs showing in the gospels
where Jesus showed each fruit of the Spirit.

Meditate on This Passage
2 Peter 1.3-4.

God is working hard to release in us the fruit of the Holy Spirit, which is the beautiful nature of Jesus. So what kind of fruit is he looking out for in our lives?

1. Love, But What Kind?

There are many kinds of love, some very noble. For example in the Bible we can find the love of family or friends, the love of being first, the love of brothers and sisters, the love of money, a woman's love for her family, the love of mankind and the love of pleasure. All of these loves are man's love, ‘phileo’, but God’s great love is another word, ‘agape’. He loves you unconditionally, no less in failure and no more in success. He just loves you.

God himself is ‘agape’! 1 John 4.8. 

He ‘agapes Jesus’, John 17.26. 

God ‘agapes’ people in the same way and shows ‘agape’ by the gift of his Son. 
John 3.16, 1 John 4.9 -10. 

The Father has even more ‘agape’ for those who love Jesus, John 14.21.

Agape in Action 

While we were yet sinners Christ died for us. That’s ‘agape’ love, Romans 5.8.

See how Jesus showed the fullness of his ‘agape’ love in John 13.1-34. 

Jesus commands us to ‘agape’ each other and to show ‘agape’ to everyone, John 13.34,35; 
1 Thess 3.12; 1 Cor 13.1-8. 

So How Is Your Love Life? 

Are you compelled to go, by agape? 

2 Corinthians 5.14-20. 

What to do with agape, 1 John 3.16-18.

Where to find more agape, Romans 5.5. 

2. The Joy - of the Lord

Jesus is anointed with the oil of joy, Heb 1.9. Jesus enjoyed people, weddings and parties. A word in Luke 10.21 means he leaped for joy, and foreseeing joy helped Jesus to bear the Cross, Hebrews 12.2.

Following Jesus Brings Joy 

See Luke 10.17; Acts 13.52. 

Cities can experience joy, Acts 8.8.

Joy is one goal of ministry. 

See Philippians 1.25 and 2 Cor 1.24. 

Jesus wants your joy to be overflowing. You will find how from John 15.1-11. 

3. Peace, Like a River

The bible words ‘eirene’ and ‘shalom’ mean national tranquillity, no war even between individuals; safety, prosperity, happiness. It is the peace of a saved soul fearing nothing from God, content with life and assured of eternity. Jesus is the Prince of peace, and he gives his peace to troubled people. No wonder Paul always opens his letters with a prayer for ‘eirene’, Isa 9.6; 2 Thess 3.16; Luke 7.50, 8.48.

How to Find the Peace of God
From the promise in Philippians 4.1-7. 

Keep relationships sweet. 

Lifestyle of praise in all circumstances. 

Know that the Lord is near to meet you. 

Don't worry, instead pray and ask God. 

His peace will guard your heart and mind. 

4. Give Me Patience, Now!

Here is a word ‘makrothumia’ which really means long suffering, endurance, and keeping your temper for a long time in the face of provocation. The word contains the suffering that comes when we wait for a long time for hard-hearted people to come to Christ, as God himself suffers long whilst we delay in knowing him, Rom 2.4, 9.22.

By Faith, and by Patience 

We receive God's promises. Heb 6.12. 

5. Kindness and Goodness

Here are two very similar words. One is ‘chrestotes,’ kindness or goodness in compassion, and ‘agathosune’ which means putting what is good into action.

Jesus Was Kind and Good 
He was 'chrestotes,' kind and tender to a sinful but repentant woman but he also put goodness agathosune' into action when he cleansed the temple, Luke 7.37-50, Matthew 21.12-13. See Acts 10.30 to see two things that Jesus was anointed for. 

6. Faithfulness

Jesus promised to go ahead of his disciples into Galilee. He proved his word to be absolutely faithful, ‘pistis’, because to keep his word Jesus had to go through Gethsemane, the Cross, the grave, hell, heaven and the resurrection, Mat 26.32.

God’s Plan Is to Make You Faithful

Is your yes really ‘Yes’? Matthew 5.37.

Do you keep your promises? Psa 15.5. 

Will the King call you a good and faithful servant? Matthew 25.21.

7. Gentleness

This is ‘praotes’, a Christ-like humble and meek attitude towards God that welcomes all of his dealings with us as good, even if we do not like them. Jesus is the Lion of Judah, but he is also the meek Lamb of God, submitted to the Father. It is the meek who are blessed, Matthew 5.5. We are to learn from Jesus, Mat 11.29.

8. Can You Control Yourself?

if it's 'No?' You need ‘egkrateia’, that is self control of those desires and passions .

Jesus Knew How to Say No! 

In Luke 4.1-14 you can see how Jesus controlled himself in a time of weakness. 

When Jesus was hungry, the devil said misuse your powers to meet your personal need of food. NO! 

Satan tempted Jesus with a short cut to avoid the cross. NO! 

Satan suggested instant fame by a public show on the temple roof. NO! 

  

We Need God’s Help to Control Self 

To take thoughts captive, 2 Cor 10.5.

To tame the tongue, Jam 3.8, Acts 2.4.

To control our bodies, 1 Thess 4.4. 

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations 
Pray for Austria 

Operation World page 103 
8,000,000 European people 
83% Roman Catholic 
Much occultism, alcoholism and suicide.

14. Holiness

Mother Teresa of Calcutta chose the highway of holiness
 

In Your Bible Read This
1 Peter 1.3-25; Psalm 15.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me
with thy free spirit, Psalm 51.10-12.

Afterwards Talk about This
Where do you feel that laws made by yourself
or others are touching your life?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Be holy just as God is holy by doing what he does, loving others by living for them.
Be a saint by freely doing something good for some undeserving people.

Written Diploma Work
Examine the issues of law and grace. Write a page about ‘laws’
you can find and give some alternative attitudes of grace.

Meditate Word By Word On This Passage
2 Corinthians 6.17-7.1.

1. What Is Holiness?

The answer is very simple, holiness means separated unto God our Father, living for him, in a way pleasing to him. Holiness reflects the perfect character of Jesus, and the character of the Christian who is growing towards perfection. It is the life that God wants for his people who he calls holy ones, holy brothers or saints.

2. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.

Did you know that God is not just holy, but as three persons in one he is three times holy. In heaven and on earth that is how he is praised, Isaiah 6.3; Revelation 4.8.

Jesus said, "Holy Father," John 17.11. 

Jesus is holy and righteous, Acts 3.14. 

God’s Spirit is the Spirit of holiness, Romans 1.4. 

3. Be Holy, Because I Am Holy

Like Father, like son, that’s the call of God to everyone in his family. People should know who our Father is just by looking at us, 1 Peter 1.15, 16. We are ~

Chosen to be holy, Ephesians 1.4. 

Called to be holy men and women, 1 Thessalonians 4.7. 

Called to be a holy church, 1 Cor 1.2 

Given grace to be holy, 2 Tim 1.9. 

4. Two Kinds of Holiness

First of all, there is Christ’s own finished work on the Cross in forgiving our sins and cleansing us which alone makes us holy and acceptable in Gods sight. This holiness does not come from anything we do or do not do. We have been made holy because in his grace Jesus has taken our entire unholiness on himself and given us his own holiness, otherwise we could never enter God’s presence, Hebrews 2.11, 13.12, 10.10.

Progress Not Perfection
But although we have been made holy in God’s sight, in life and living we are still being made holy. The struggle with sin, self and Satan and the journey towards perfect holy living continues for as long as we live, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. There will be many falls and failures en route, Hebrews 10.14.

5. We Want to Be Holy, but How?

Is it a case of determining ourselves to think better thoughts, to speak kinder words and to do good more often? All such resolutions are doomed to failure as most people know. 

The Battle of Legalism and Grace
From a desire to be pure and holy, generations of believers have become legalistic in regard to how Christians should live, subjecting themselves and others to more and more laws to keep. And of course break, and thus fail.

Law
A legalistic believer considers what to do or not do by asking himself whether something, usually like dance, wine, money, fashion, cinema and make-up is evil or irrelevant in a Christian context. He decides and then by sheer will power disciplines himself and encourages others to keep his new law. The result is that Christians have often failed to be salt and light in many public activities, and left the unbelievers to decide its direction and tone.

Grace
Grace says that none of these things are evil in themselves, or irrelevant in a Christian context, its what we decide to do with them that really matters. For example, grace says that it is the abuse of alcohol not alcohol itself which is wrong; it is the love of money not money itself which is wrong; it is what dance is sometimes used for not dance itself which is wrong.

One Way Forward: More Holy Spirit
Whether you choose law or grace as a lifestyle, true holiness only comes from one person and that is from Holy Spirit. His very nature is exactly as his name—Holy. 

Being filled every day with Holy Spirit means that a believer’s body, soul and spirit is continually saturated by a holy person who filters every thought, word and action and perseveres to bring forth a living holiness from deep inside that conforms to every word of God’s law but is not dependent upon human effort. He will soon make his presence known, and when you make a wrong step or say a wrong word, there is his witness in your heart.

6. A Highway of Holiness

Our own will and decisions are important in the highway to holiness. Scripture will guide us. Here is just one challenge from Deut 22.9-11 ~ 

Do not plant two kinds of seed in your vineyard; if you do, not only the crops you plant but also the fruit of the vineyard will be defiled. 

Do not plough with an ox and a donkey yoked together. 

Do not wear clothes of wool and linen woven together.

Say No to Unholy Mixed Seeds
Seeds when planted and watered bring forth a harvest of their own kind. So plant only one seed of the word of God, truth, and never mix God’s truth with the wisdom of this world or you will surely reap a confused and useless harvest.

Say No to Unholy Mixed Partnerships
Only two people who love God and believe the scriptures can ever become one in marriage or business. Read what Paul has to say about being yoked together in 2 Corinthians 6.14-17.

Say No to Unholy Mixed Garments
Our God given clothing is a robe of righteousness and a covering of power from on high. If we wear God’s clothes one day and the world’s clothes another day we will never be holy or like our Father wants us to be, Isaiah 61.10, Luke 24.49. Come ‘Holy’ Spirit to fill us and help us.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations 

Pray for Palestinians 

Operation World page 314 

Nearly 2,000,000 Muslim Arabs 

Tragic history of loss and war 

Christians have ancient roots of faith.

15. Suffering

It can be hard, even for Christians
In Your Bible Read This 
1 Peter 4.12 to 5.11.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
that you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 5.44-45, KJV.

Afterwards Talk about This 
Your own sufferings, and pray for each other, comfort each other.

Something to Do before Next Time 
Find, comfort and encourage people who are suffering with poverty,
ostracism, sicknesses like AIDS, or are in prison. Befriend at least one person each.

Written Diploma Work 
Explain in greater detail the three reasons for the existence
of suffering and see if you can identify any more.

Meditate on These Verses 
Luke 6.20-23.

Suffering touches all of us and for some it may last for years through illness or accident, or through emotions tortured by despair and black depression. Deaths, unemployment and betrayals are truly painful when they happen in marriage, family or church. Poverty brings suffering through, lack of food, clean water and medicine. Political or religious persecution is also intensely painful when it brings abuse, injustice, inequality and ostracism.

1. God, Where Are You? 

Suffering is real, for God to be God he has to be all powerful and he reveals himself as a God of love. Men have wrestled with this dilemma since time began. 

Author Steven Chalke Wrote This 
"Perhaps God wants to do something, but can’t. Perhaps ending the world’s suffering is just too big a job. But in this case, God isn’t all powerful. Perhaps God is all powerful, but just doesn’t care enough to end people’s suffering. In this case, he isn’t a loving God. Perhaps God does care and is all-powerful, but with his long-term view he doesn’t see suffering and evil as real or as threatening as we do. Maybe they are all part of a huge learning process. In this case suffering and evil are dismissed as an illusion."

Is There any Answer?
Some say that suffering is not really all that bad, or is part of a bigger picture to help us learn, or is the result of people’s own sin, or it’s the devil’s fault in a spiritual war. Taken together these answers bring a partial explanation but we will never understand until Jesus explains it all in heaven.

2. We Do Know Three Reasons

A Fallen World 
First, we live in a fallen world, deeply affected by sin from galactic levels down to global, microscopic and atomic levels which explains the climatic calamities, the natural disasters and internal catastrophes in our bodies. 

Man’s Free Will 
Secondly, man’s free will, his God-given ability to choose right or wrong causes considerable suffering, and God has limited himself to respect man’s choices.

A Malicious Devil 
There is a malicious devil and all that is required for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing. Luther King said, "At the end of the 20th century, most of us will not have to repent of the great evils we have done, but simply of the great apathy that stopped us from doing anything." 

3. Jesus Suffered and Was Persecuted

His own people did not receive him, they abused him, plotted against him, tortured him and finally killed him in the most painful way, after an unjust trial with invalid charges, false witnesses, no jury, no defence and no mercy. See Psalm 69.20; Isaiah 50.6; 53.5; Zec 13.6; Mark 15.34; Luke 22.44; Heb 2.10; 5.8; 13.12; 1 Pet 1.11; 2.21; 3.18.

4. Paul Suffered and Was Persecuted

As were the disciples of Jesus and many men of God in ancient times. 
Acts 9.29; 13.50; 14.5; 19; 16.22; 18.12; 21.36; 22.22; 23.10; 1 Cor 4.12; 2 Cor 4.9; 11.24; 2 Tim 2.9; 3.11.

We Can Expect No Different
Jesus said, "No servant is greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world, John 15.20; 16.33. Paul said, " Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted." 2 Tim 3.12. In all ages believers have suffered and died for following Christ, even in Rwanda and Iran in 1997. There are trials that believers may be called upon to endure for Christ’s sake even today.

Suffering, Acts 9.16. 

Persecution and hatred, Mat 5.11, 10.22. 

Loss of life, Mat 10.39; 

Loss of possessions, Mat 19.29. 

Loss of reputation 1 Cor 4.10, 2 Cor 4.5. 

Death, 2 Cor 4.11, 12.10, Phil 1.29. 

  

Do We Submit to God or to Man? 
The answer from the suffering church is that first and foremost we obey the word of God. If necessary we also submit to the punishment given by man for doing so, Acts 5.29, 4.19. 

5. How to Overcome in Suffering

Give thanks in all circumstances. 

Praise the Lord in all circumstances, 1 Peter 4.12-19. 

Pray always, appeal to heaven for justice to the highest court of all. 

Forgive, they know not what they do. 

Engage in spiritual warfare, because our battle is not against flesh and blood, Ephesians 6.12. 

Perhaps God may send an earthquake as he did in Philippi to release Paul and Silas from prison, or an angel as he did to release Peter from prison, or he may choose to walk in the flames with you, Acts 16.25-30; 12.1-12; Daniel 3.35. 

Practical Advice from the Bible 

We are to love our enemies. 

Bless those who curse you. 

Do good to those who hate you. 

Pray for those who persecute you. 

Do not repay evil for evil. 

Minister to the suffering. 

  

Matthew 5.43-48; Exo 23.4-5, Job 31.29, Prov 24.17, 25.21, 22, 20.22, 24.29; Mat 5.39-44; Rom 12.14-21; Luke 6.27,35, 23.34; 1 Thess 5.15, Acts 7.60. Lev 19.18; 1 Peter 3.9, 1 Peter 5.9-11. 

  

A House of Prayer for All Nations 

Pray for Libya 

Operation World page 355 

5,500,000 Arabs and Berbers 

97% Muslim, 3% foreign Christians 

No open evangelism possible.

16. Authority in the Church
A Chief has great authority over his people in Africa
In Your Bible Read This 
Matthew 8.5-13, 1 Peter 5.1-11.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
Respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord
and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. 
1 Thessalonians 5.12,13.

Afterwards Talk about This 
How do you feel about authority and submission?
Is that how you should feel?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Visit the highest authorities you can at City Hall or the police chief,
village elders, and pastors to assure them of your prayers.
Ask what to pray for in their lives. You may be surprised at their response.

Written Diploma Work 
List the major authorities in your nation from the state head to the local
representatives in order to pray for them. Write and tell them of your prayer.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse 
Exodus 20.12.

Authority is one of the most misunderstood and abused words in the church today. Feelings can run high! Pastor Rick Godwin teaches that there are seven kinds of authority that will touch us -

The Sovereign Authority of God
Which we submit to without question, Isaiah 9.7; Eph 1.22; Phil 2.9-11.

The Authority of God's Word
Which carries the same weight as God himself, John 17.17. We find God's unchanging word in the truth of the Bible, John 1.1, 14.6, 2 Timothy 3.16. There are no changes, God's word is fixed forever. Prophetic messages may be true but can never be binding upon mankind like God's written word.

The Authority of Conscience
Conscience is God’s gift to you, listen to it. Beware of culture, prejudice or preferences coming across in spiritual words about things that are not specifically dealt with in the Bible, like genetics, nuclear energy, Romans 2.12-16, ch.14.

Authority Delegated by God to Men
Now for the first time God’s authority is channeled through a human voice, e.g. Eph 4.11, Hebrews 13.7,17.

The Authority of Legal Agreements
Our yes must be yes, and our no must also be no, e.g. Genesis 29.18-30.

The Authority of Custom and Culture
They may not do things the same way as where you come from, but watch out if you try to make them do it your way, Genesis 29.26, 1 Cor 11.16.

Functional Authority
The authority of ability, for example in a traffic accident a doctor can help the injured, a mechanic disentangles the cars, a policeman directs the traffic, and a great apostle with authority might not even be consulted because he does not know what to do practically! Ephesians 5.21.

1. The Line from Heaven to Earth

God’s delegated authority stretches from heaven even down to infants. Wherever God's authority appears Satan's kingdom retreats and is replaced by the firm but loving rule of God in lives.

In the beginning God, Gen 1.1; Psa 90.2; Jam 4.7; Heb 12.9. 

All authority is given to Jesus, Mat 28.18; Psa 2.2; Heb 5.9; Jon 13.13. 

Jesus delegates to His Leaders to guard; guide; govern and feed his (not their) flock, Eph 4.11; Heb 13.17. 

We Are also Told to Submit to: 
Governments; Rom 13.1-7; Titus 3.1. 

Husbands, Col 3.18, Eph 5.24. 

Parents, Eph 6.1-4, Col 3.20. 

Employers, Col 3.22. 

Mature believers, 1 Cor 16.16. 

Older men, 1 Peter 5.5. 

And to each other, Eph 5.21. 

  

Stepping out of this Divine line only means stepping into an increasing impotence and isolation. Beware! 

2. How to Recognise False Leaders

A false leader enslaves, exploits and takes advantage of you, pushes himself forward, 
and slaps you in the face. From 2 Corinthians 11.7-11, 20.

A Godly leader lowers himself, elevates you, preaches the gospel free of charge, serves you, and is not a burden to anyone, and loves you, 1 Peter 5.2-4. 

3. Authority Means Responsibility

Being trusted with God’s authority means doing as God does and taking responsibility. A visiting preacher who has no responsibility for a church has no automatic authority in the church. An abusive husband who takes no responsibility for his wife equally has no authority over her. Neither will we "take authority over a city for Christ" unless we first take responsibility to love that city. 

4. What Does It Mean to Submit?

The Bible uses different words like ‘hupotasso’ which is a military term to get in line, or ‘hupeiko’ which means to withdraw, yield, submit and ‘hupakouo’, which is to listen, attend and obey. A special word is ‘peitho’, which means to be persuaded, or won over, used in Hebrews 13.7 and James 3.3.

Examples of Submission in the Bible
Christ submits happily to God, John 6.38, 4.34, 5.30, 12.49.

The powerful Centurion humbly submitted to Jesus, Matthew 8.8. 

David submits to Saul even when Saul fell into madness, 1 Sam 24.6. 

Church leaders submitted to and honoured each other, Acts 15.2-6,22.

Paul the apostle submitted to his church leaders, Acts 11.1-4, 18.22. 

5. Why Is It Hard to Honour Authority? 

11) Independence from authority has been present in every man since the fall. 

12) Longing for power and control is also in every man, however repressed. 

13) Overbearing or abusive fathers hurt us. 

14) Weak fathers have allowed dominant mothers to give us a bad example. 

15) The absence of a father figure through death or divorce, or multiple ‘fathers’ have eroded honour and respect. 

16) Abuses or excesses of authority at school, or in the military or even in church make us avoid authority figures. 

The answer to abuse is not a "I have no use for authority" kind of attitude. A better way is to seek a legitimate Godly man or woman with authority whom you can trust, honour and respect. One who will love you, rebuild the broken walls and gain your confidence and trust.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations 

Pray for Afghans 

Operation World page 83 

23,000,000 people, 41 peoples 

99% Muslim, maybe 1,000 Christians 

Devastated by war and invasions.

17. Love

Love means doing something
In Your Bible Read This
Ephesians 5.21-6.9.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another, 
John 13.35.

Afterwards Talk about This
Which love language do you understand best? Probably everyone is different!

Something to Do before Next Time
Find out by looking, listening and asking which love language people you know respond to - spouses, friends, parents. Do or say something to fill their lives with the kind of love they understand best! 

Written Diploma Work
If you were a pastor how could you make sure that the five love languages were all being spoken to your people. In what ways could you ‘speak’ to them? Write 2 pages.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Ephesians 4.26.

Learn to put aside your own desires so that you will become patient and godly, gladly letting God have his way with you. This will make possible the next step, which is for you to enjoy other people and to like them and finally you will grow to love them deeply, 2 Peter 1.6-8, The Living Bible.

In 1 Corinthians 13.1-13 Paul perfectly describes real love, that is love in action for the glory of God not the mere warm mushy feeling as we see in films today. 

1. It’s Love that Makes Us Special!

God does not just have love or give love, he is actually totally love by nature, personality and very being. As his family we are distinguished from all other people by his presence amongst us and by his loving nature expressed through us into a world where people generally only love themselves and their nearest and dearest.

It’s Love or Nothing

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing, 1 Corinthians 13.1-2.

Who Shall We Love? 

God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Our neighbour as ourselves. 

Our own self. 

Our marriage partners. 

Our brothers and sisters in church.

Our parents, Eph 6.2, 1 Tim 5.4.

Our ministers, 1 Thess 5.13.

Our countrymen, Romans 9.3, 10.1.

Visitors. Lev 19.34; Deu 10.19.

Even our enemies, Matthew 5.44.

And all men everywhere, Gal 6.10.

2. How Can We Love All These People?

Thankfully we have all the help we need, because Paul tells us that God pours out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit whom he has given us. We can only love like this with his love, because our own love, even at its hottest, will never be sufficient, Romans 5.5.

3. First of All We Want to Love God

In Mark 12.30, Jesus says that the most important command of all is to love the Lord our God and here is how.

With All Our Heart or Spirit 
Which is the very centre of life itself. 

With All Our Soul 
Where our desires and feelings are. 

With All Our Mind 
Our understanding and imagination. 

With All Our Strength 
Our ability, force and physical might. 

4. Loving God Means Loving Neighbours

The second command is like it. “Love your neighbour as yourself” Mark 12.31. In just the same way as we look after and provide for ourselves we should care for our neighbours.

Is It the Man who Lives Next Door? 
According to the word Jesus used he meant any other man irrespective of nation or religion with whom we live or whom we chance to meet. Read the story of what happened on the Jericho Road in Luke 10.25-37.

5. Loving God Means Loving Yourself 

Jesus said you should, but how hard that is for some people who feel that they have never been loved as children. Perhaps they were dearly loved but they just didn’t feel it. If you don’t think much of yourself try looking at yourself again from above, from God’s point of view. Here is how much God loves you, enough to send his Son to die for you so you could be in his loving embrace forever.

He has blessed you. 

He has chosen you. 

He loves you. 

He has accepted and adopted you. 

He has paid a very high price for you. 

He has forgiven you. 

He has given you the riches of his grace, wisdom, understanding and knowledge, and his Holy Spirit as well. Ephesians 1.3-14. 

Yes, you are unworthy but you do have great worth in the eyes of God. Knowing that God loves you that much, helps you to love yourself. You are that important.

6. And Our Marriage Partners

Husbands must love their wives and the women may be trained to love their husbands, Ephesians 5.25, Titus 2.4.

What Love 'Language' Do You Speak?
Did you know that husbands and wives have different love needs, and respond to different love ‘languages’? If a wife doesn’t hear her language that’s when she feels unloved even though it may not be the case. Same for men. If you know the language that your spouse understands best then speak it often.


Here Are the Five Love 'Languages': 

Affirming words - spoken very often. 

Quality time - longed for by many. 

Receiving gifts - says so much to some. 

Acts of service - demonstrate your love. 

Physical touch - needed often by some. 


7. And Loving the Brothers
Read your powerful John 13.35 memory verse again, Hebrews 13.1, 1 John 4.7.
Don’t Give the Devil a Foothold 
Differences will always arise among thinking people but don’t let the devil take advantage. Always make peace before the sun goes down, Eph 4.26. God has even given us a simple way of resolving conflicts and sins without causing a scandal. In the reconciliation of Matthew 18.15-18 God’s goal is always to limit the spread of the knowledge of sin and to win your brother, not to score points against him. 

  

A House of Prayer for All Nations 
Pray for Hungary 

Operation World page 268 
11,000,000 Eastern Europeans 
Past revivals needed again 
62% RC, 25% Protestants.

18. The Second Coming
In Your Bible Read This 
Jeremiah 8.20; Matthew 13.

Here is Your Memory Verse 
The kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,
and he will reign forever and ever, Revelation 11.15.

Afterwards Talk about This 
What signs of the times can you see in the earth? What actual events
can you see in the newspaper and TV news which are prophesied in the Bible?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Have you been blessed by these studies? If so, ask to speak in the churches
and tell people what is available. Invite them to a new session
that you will organise or tell them how to form their own groups.

Written Diploma Work 
Examine 2 Peter 3.10-17 and make a list of ten answers to the question,
"What kind of people ought we to be," in view of the soon coming of the Lord.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Revelation 22.20.

At the moment our King, Jesus, is away and waiting for God's time to return and rule the world with justice. Everybody wants to know when. In Acts 1.7 Jesus said, "Mind your business, and get on with the job" but he has given us lots of clues about when his return may be expected.

1. There Are Signs in the Earth

First of all the King's prophecies have to be fulfilled. Jesus has told us about world events leading to his return, so as the 'last days' unfold we must expect these signs of the end to be here in greater measure. See Matthew 24.3-51; Mark 13.1-37; Luke 21.5-36.

Nations Must Rise against Nations
The word nations is ‘ethnos’, which means people groups. So even though world wars are over, ethnic wars are breaking out in places like Bosnia, Chechenya, Afghanistan and Rwanda.

Catastrophes Must Increase
More famines, plagues, earthquakes and cyclones are pointers to the end.

Fearful Events and Great Signs
Calamities must come, maybe caused by pollution, exploding populations, the destruction of forests, nuclear accidents or the wide gap between poor and rich. Some prophets think that the rich West is near the end of the years of Joseph's fat cows, Gen 41.17-40, and the years of the skinny cows are at hand. The thin cows ate the fat cows which represent national reserves, but were just as thin. As in Joseph's time, people may end up in captivity to debt with neither money, stocks for buying and selling or land, and a Saviour, like Joseph must come.

Great Spiritual Events
Both good and counterfeit revivals take place as evil spirit tries to match the move of the Spirit of God to bring about a world harvest for Jesus. 

Israel Is a Clear Sign in the Earth
After 1,900 years of being scattered in the earth, homeless and unwanted, God’s ancient people, the Jews are back in their land exactly as prophesied, e.g. Amos 9.8-15.

Seals, Trumpets, Plagues and Bowls
Seven of each are found in Revelation chapters 6 - 16, which tells of dramatic events on earth which must happen. But don't worry, look up! All these things must take place. They point to the return of Jesus which will resolve every issue, and answer the prayer of millions all over the world. See Luke 21.25-26.

2. There Are Signs in the Kingdom

A Kingdom is where a King reigns. We pray to God, "Your Kingdom come," and the Kingdom parables, e.g. Mat 13, show us how this is happening. From the few friends at the Cross, today millions loyally and happily own Jesus as their King.

The Kingdom Is Coming 

· The sower tells us that the Kingdom is here now and although it can be resisted, there is far more good soil than stones, thistles and birds. 

· The weeds tell us that God's field is the world while the net explains how the good news catches both good and bad fish, hence Judas following Jesus. There is a separation at the end. 

· The mustard seed and the yeast show us that God's Kingdom is here, but in an unexpected tiny form to begin with. Later just as the tiny yeast fills the bowl, God’s Kingdom will fill the earth. 

· The treasure and the pearl show that if a man discovers the Kingdom he will own it at any price. 

· The growing seed, Mark 4.26, shows God’s Kingdom growing all by itself, even without human help. One day God’s sickle will reap a full harvest. 

The Church Is Being Built
Jesus promised with passion that "I will build my church," Mat 16.18, Eph 5.27, and that is exactly what he is doing in these days. Over 50% of the people that have ever been saved, have been saved since 1900, and most of those since 1950. 70,000 people give their lives to Jesus every day. Great revivals are winning millions in South America, in sub-Saharan Africa, and in parts of Russia, China and South Korea.

National Repentance Is Happening
When people repent for the sins of their nation they hasten the day of the King’s return. Why is this? In Acts 3.13 Peter strongly accuses his people of killing Jesus. In fact they had not done this personally, but their leaders certainly had. Peter declares that if we identify with the sins of our nations, repent on their behalf, turning to God for them, God will do this, Acts 3.19-20:

· Sins will be removed. 

· Times of refreshing will come. 

· God will send Jesus to us again to restore everything. 

· In many churches these days all over the world, leaders and people alike confess the sins of their nation and ask God for mercy and forgiveness. 

The Great Commission Is Advancing
In Matthew 24.14 Jesus says that the end will come only when this gospel of the Kingdom is preached to all nations. The word for nations, ethnos, does not mean political countries like India, but ethnic groups of people, united by a common language or culture. Only 200 years ago virtually none of the tens of thousands were reached, even in 1900 the number was small. Today, scholars know that around 7000 major groups remain. They know their names and where they are. Plans and prayers are in hand to reach them all.

3. So What Kind of People Should We Be?

2 Peter 3.10-18 says in view of the coming day of the Lord we should be holy, spotless, blameless, speeding his coming, on guard, not carried away, growing in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus. 

How Do We ‘Speed the Day’? 
By praying and working for the Kingdom to come by building the Church, confessing our nation’s sins, and by finishing the Great Commission.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations 

Pray for Zaire 

Operation World page 591 

42,000,000 people in 450 ethnic groups 

Facing massive change and conflict after Mobutu 

Evangelicals 21%, RC’s 42%.

How to Open Your Own School
Without spending a lot of money
If you have seen the list of studies we hope that you feel excited about the possibilities of adding a training school to your church, cell group or mission. It's a decision that you would never regret. What shall you do next?  Here are some of the answers, but remember that the promise of God is that if you will acknowledge Him in all your ways, He will direct your paths. 
See Proverbs 3.5-6.

We are ready to help you to start a 2 Timothy 2.2 style training centre, because we know how very cost-effective this model of training can be. You may e-mail us to share your plans and ask for advice.

Frequently Asked Questions

Do we need a separate Bible School building?

Many people think that a Bible School has to be a special building with a Cross on the top. The structure of this course helps you to avoid such big expenses because it is designed to be done in a home, in a hall or even under a shady tree, with minimum expenses. This is particularly important for people who live in countries where Christians are persecuted or poor. Did you know that for the first 400 years after Jesus died and rose again that the believers had neither church buildings nor Bible School buildings, yet the church grew very fast.

The 2 Timothy 2.2 principle is very effective

One man teaches a small group of say 10 people, in a home.

So 11 people know the word of the Lord.

Each of the ten passes on the learning to 10 others, in his home.

Now 111 people have heard the word of the Lord.

Each of the 100 meet with ten others to teach them in a home.

Now 1,111 people have been learning, at almost no cost.

This is called Training by Multiplication, and although the figures can differ, the principle works all over the world, and succeeds. See also Lesson 66: A Discipling Church
Who should come and learn?
God will guide you as the pastor-teacher as you pray, but look for enthusiastic, thoroughly converted men and women of all ages and backgrounds who know that God is calling them to serve Him. Loyalty is worth very much more than education or riches, so ask God for people who will become your friends. Pray for people who will come and share your vision and sufferings, joining you in the work, serving under your supervision. Say no, or maybe next year, to people that you feel unsure about after prayer. Trust the witness of God’s Spirit to your spirit, He is never wrong.
Remember that Jesus chose only 12 people to be his close disciples
You do not necessarily need to have more. Choose a few to begin with, the right people and that is fine. More will come as word spreads and that gives you time to become more proficient in teaching and caring for them, and to raise up some of your first students as assistants for the next course.

How should I start?
Study these notes very carefully until you understand them in your heart. They will teach you the simple principles that Jesus and Paul used to see the early church grow by 'multiplying'.

Pray to discover the best start up time.

Meanwhile study the course yourself.

Then like Jesus, after much prayer.

You choose and invite your disciples.

Agree the best time to meet.

All of these have been tried in different countries and they work:
Once a week for two years, that is 2 x 13 week terms + 1 x 14 week term with a 3 week break at Christmas, a 3 week break at Easter and a 6 week break at harvest time.

Or 2 lessons a week for 1 year. Or 2 months in, 2 months back home.

You decide what is best for you.

How do I run a class?

Prepare your lesson in advance. If you do not, they will all know! 
Allow two hours for each session.

Photocopy the lesson notes in advance, or students must take their own notes if they can write, or work hard to remember if they cannot.

Be a House of Prayer for All Nations. Always begin with worship, praise and prayer, Psalm 100.

As part of your worship and training make time for intercession for the nation that is given in each lesson. A different student each time can come prepared to lead the prayer and give more information about the nation.

Then learn the memory verse together. It’s a good habit.

Take turns to practice reading the Bible passages out loud.

Teach the lesson in your language always taking time to find and read the Bible verses referred to. See the notes on how to teach.

Afterwards let the people discuss what they have learned. Be careful to only guide and never dominate the conversation. A suggestion to start the talking is contained in each lesson.

Explain the practical assignment to the students. Graduation in this course is by achievement not by academic ability or memorisation of the teaching. 

Do not allow any student to go on to the next lesson until they have done their practical work, unless they have a very good reason, such as illness. Each student must keep a record in a notebook of what they have done, the date, and the result, always initialled by you each week when you see it.

The meditation is to do at home to unlock the treasures in God’s word.

Explain the written homework for the students who want to qualify for the diploma. You should mark and return the work which should then be kept safe and clean for later use.

Above all enjoy the Lord, enjoy being with each other and enjoy learning God’s word. Don’t be too serious and sober. Laugh a little, eat and drink together as friends.

5. How much should the people pay?
This course comes to you free, so, as Jesus says, "Freely you have received, freely give." Matthew 10.8. Of course the students should pay for expenses and their notes but please do not sell the Word of God. 

6. Will this kind of training work?
In 1983, Miguel Diez and his wife prayed, and began to preach to street people in their town in Spain. Drug addicts, prostitutes and criminals were saved and Miguel then taught them these same principles of Discipleship, Evangelism, Serving God, and Kingdom Economics. The new disciples worked to bring in money for their group, witnessing day and night. 

Today when many Spanish churches still have only 50 members, Miguel has over 36,000 people, with missions in 56 nations. John Joseph in India is seeing the beginnings of similar results as his young men take the lessons back to the jungles and the rural villages. 

Does it work? After almost 20,000,000 hits on this website since 1999, there are now many schools springing up all over the world. The testimonies are many. It works, and it will for you as well. 

7. How do I teach the people?

The worst thing you can do is stand at the front and speak for an hour 
When a person only hears a lesson he remembers very little of it, maybe 25%, and often less. When people see something that interests them, they remember maybe 50%, or more. When a person learns by doing something themselves, they remember nearly everything, and never forget it. 

Concentrate on this!
People generally cease to concentrate after about twenty minutes, so have regular pauses and breaks. Ask people to tell each other what they have just learned. Get them, to stand, pray, stretch or walk about to restore the concentration level. Creativity is crucial. 

Enjoy your time together
Have breaks after each session to talk and have coffee, soft drinks or tea. Find some biscuits, give out some sweets during the lesson. You will soon make friends. 

Vary the teaching methods
Outrageous examples are never forgotten. Involve the people to the maximum. Let the students do drama sketches, sing or mime to illustrate your points. Use a blackboard to draw lots of diagrams, pictures and charts. Draw maps, pictures and bring objects to illustrate your lesson. Use music from cassettes, video, slides or films if you can. Get the students to work in small groups or to debate topics. 

Above all, practice 2 Timothy 2.2 and arrange for those who have learned from you to go and repeat the lesson to another group, and encourage that group to go and tell others. In this way the word spreads widely and grows in power.

Who Am I?

Dear Student and Reader,
I have no church position, pulpit, religious title or salary. I speak about Jesus only from time to time in the local village church we attend in my own country, but my friends, my colleagues and my former students have taken responsibility for many thousands of people, most of them poor by anyone’s standards, in many countries of the world.

I was born and still live in the West, but sometimes I wonder if that wasn't one of God’s rare mistakes, not that he ever makes any of course. I rarely leave my family that I love for longer than two weeks away yet I delight in spending nearly every waking moment serving in Latin America, in Africa, in India or even further away where no-one else ever seems to go to.  All by means of the Internet, telephone, fax and mail.

A very long time ago, I was a businessman with a big house and a big car, but now my greatest friends, to whom I would trust my life, are among the forgotten peoples of the world. Once upon a time I drank too much, treated people very badly, made many mistakes and thought nothing of it. Then in 1977 Jesus met with me; he saved me, healed me, set me free from innumerable vices and habits, filled me with his Spirit and called me to serve him. This I have done for twenty-five years by the grace of God alone, and with the help of my family and a small circle of dear friends from different churches. If you wish you can find out a bit more from this page: http://www.dci.org.uk/main/findout.htm 

The lessons in this book are my own notes. They have been a blessing to me and I hope they are to you as well. The mistakes are mine alone; forgive me please, I am still a learner and willing to be corrected. 


Together with my wife and my children we send you our greetings with our prayers, only asking that you will pray for us also.

Who am I? I am yours, because of Jesus,

A fellow servant
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
A MANUAL FOR STUDENTS, COURSE LEADERS AND PASTORS


For the free School of Mission lessons.
Every known question with our answers

The DCI School of Mission Network
© 1985-2010 The DCI Foundation England 
In association with churches and denominations worldwide
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1. For individual students and personal at home study

How do I begin ? How much does this Course cost ?

Nothing at all.  It is free, no catches, no small print, no credit cards. Free.

This version of the School of Mission and our time to help you get started is free. A similar course, not ours, in the UK costs at least £2,500 / $4,000 plus a similar amount for accommodation and meals so you know how valuable this free gift is. At no time will anyone from DCI World Christians ask you for money, credit card numbers, cheques or fees to pay for these studies. If they do, they are not from DCI World Christians and you should never pay anyone for these study materials.

Can you send me the lessons by post ?

We are sorry but we cannot do this because the cost of printing and posting thousands of packages would be very costly and we could never offer you the teaching free of charge. You can collect all the lessons in about 10 minutes and print them out one at a time as you need them.

Can I do this Course by correspondence ?

We are sorry, but we could never handle thousands of lessons coming in from all over the world. The answer is to find a local supervisor, see below.

Do I have to enrol for the School ?

No, not at all.  There is no application form, we will accept you as our student and we will help you. These are the studies from our original School of Mission in England. The materials are free for everybody, of all ages, male and female, poor or rich, younger or older and of all colours, races and backgrounds. 
This Course is our gift to you. The studies are also being taught in hundreds of churches and classes all over the world.

What do I do first in each study lesson ?

As long as all the work gets done, it is not important which order you choose. The main study material on each page is to get you searching and thinking about the subject. We then emphasise the lesson with scripture readings and conversation. We give you a short essay to write and we ask to you to actually do something practical that will help you to turn the learning into experience.

Approach each lesson in the way that suits you best, but if I can make a suggestion why not try this:

1. The Bible readings to set the context.

2. The actual study.

3. Memorise the verse.

4. Meditate on the given verse.

5. The written work.

6. The practical project.

7. The conversation.

8. Don't forget the two prayer times, beginning and end.

Please bear in mind that if you are doing the Course as an individual, which is just great, some of these items, like the 'Talk about this . . .' are really designed for small group use.  Maybe your family and friends will be pleased to hear what you have discovered.  You do not have to do everything at once, people often complete a study over a week.

Can I take just one section of the study programme ?

Yes, of course, please help yourself to as many or as few of the studies as you wish.  In you are doing the whole course we don't mind in which order you handle the lessons. You can take things in order from number one in the list of studies, or you can begin in the section that interests you the most. 

Must I do the practical and written assignments ?

No, not at all but you will gain the maximum benefit if you do so. Some people only do the main section as a personal devotional. In some cases people simply cannot write well in English or even in their own language, and in some repressive countries if students try and do the practical projects they could end up in prison. We do not want that to happen.

As an alternative to our practical projects you could speak to your Pastor, and ask if he or she will employ you in similar church activities for two hours for each study. If you are studying for a Certificate then you should maintain a list of jobs done and hours taken. This was always acceptable in our own school.

Do I need to buy books and how much will they cost ?

The only book you will need is a Bible in your language.

How long does it take to complete the Course?

We suggest that all the studies, assignments and practical work should be completed within a maximum period of two years, which is more than ample. Many people do one lesson a week, and do every part thoroughly. Others but do a study every three or four days. One study a day would be ridiculous cramming and of no lasting benefit. You need to give yourself space and time for the Bible content to go past your mind and take root in your heart and spirit, and you need time to do the assignments.  There is no benefit at all in rushing through the studies, and haste will make a disciple.

Can I get a diploma ?

Will you issue a diploma for me from England ?

We are sorry, originally we tried to offer this but it soon became clear that we could never handle the verification of thousands of applications from all over the world. We will show you how to gain or issue a credible diploma in your location. See the special diploma section below.

How can I receive a diploma ?

It is not difficult. For example, most churches, missions and Bible Schools that are using these studies issue their own Diplomas to successful students. These are very acceptable to churches, authorities, employers and officials in their local area because they can be verified on the spot. 

STEP ONE: If you are willing to work through every part of each lesson and take the exam at the end and wish to receive a diploma then before you start you should speak to your pastor or church/mission/cell/school leader, explain the Course and ask if he or she would be willing to issue you with a diploma if you complete this Course properly under supervision. Most leaders and ministers are more than willing than help and feel thrilled to meet a member who is hungry to know God's word. Churches and Bible Schools will often adopt this Course and run it once they see what it is.

STEP TWO: You will need to find a legitimate supervisor who will read and mark your written work, listen to your reports of the practical work, talk things through with you and keep your records and registers.  It is he or she that will present your results to the pastor or leader. 

STEP THREE: At the end of your studies either your local church or mission leader or a similar professional must examine your work and your supervisor's records.  Then if your work is up to standard the church or organisation should issue you with a credible diploma usually as part of a Sunday service or cell group meeting. Often churches and Bible Schools have a special Graduation Ceremony for their students.

Who could be my supervisor ?

We suggest that supervisors can be, for example - pastors, elders, assistant pastors, missionaries, retired church or missions leaders, parents, cell or home group leaders and retired folk as long as they are mature believers, responsible, people of integrity who know their Bible and who will spend time talking and praying with the student. We think that one man or woman can handle up to 6 students, more or less. See the section below for supervisors.

If you could get a few friends to study together, and a church leader to approve your meeting, and a competent person to supervise you, then you have a new School of Mission under way and you can issue your own diplomas. See the section below for advice about this.

2. FOR PASTORS, LEADERS AND SUPERVISORS

    SPECIALLY FOR SCHOOL OF MISSION COURSE LEADERS

Question: How does the School of Mission work best ?   

Answer: The EAPTC model in Nairobi, Kenya

When Korean missionary Paul Lee came to Nairobi some years ago he opened a traditional Bible School which although it was good, it did not achieve the hoped for results in terms of many graduates going on to plant new churches and engage with cross-cultural mission.

Five years ago Paul changed to the discipleship-based DCI School of Mission and since then graduates have opened more than 60 new churches and Schools of Mission in Kenya, more than 40 in Uganda and others in Burkina Faso, Malawi and Sudan.  The School of Mission in Malawi has just had its first graduation and one student is already in the process of opening the training in Botswana.

Paul Lee's goal is to open 10,000 new churches and Schools of Mission across all Africa, and worldwide. He is well on the way.

This is how the EAPTC School of Mission in Nairobi works:

1. Applications are taken for the next course.

2. A simple selection procedure of up to 15 students per course takes place.

3. The School of Mission programme is offered part-time, daily for six months, in any available room, no expensive special facilities needed. The atmosphere is outward looking to unreached peoples and the nations, and the expectancy is that many students will go and open a new School elsewhere, form a new church around it, or at the very least return to their home churches as better equipped men and women to serve the pastor.

4. Graduation. Every graduate is officially authorised to repeat the training in another location. In effect the student becomes the teacher. A copy of the School materials is  made available for purchase at cost price. This is the key to growth.

5. The graduates return to their home church. The home church becomes a mother church by sending out the graduate to repeat the School of Mission in another urban or rural locality, or over the border in another country.

The process then repeats . . .

1. The new free School of Mission is advertised by word of mouth.

2. Applications come in, students are selected.

3. The new School repeats the programme part-time in 6 to 24 months. 

The graduate has become the director/teacher/pastor. The free training inevitably brings about prayer, outreach, worship and fellowship which is consolidated into a daughter church which is supported by the mother church.

Graduation Day. Graduates are authorised to repeat the training in another location. 
Again some students go and become the next teachers/pastors.

"In this way the word of the Lord spreads widely and grows in power" (Acts 19.20) which is the vision of the original School of Mission back in 1987, in England.

6. Meanwhile the Nairobi School of Mission at EAPTC holds another course . . . see step one.

Evangelical Alliance for Preacher Training and Commission

c/o GMK, P.O. Box 3774, Nairobi 00506, Kenya. Internet: www.eaptc.org

From Dr. Les Norman, the founder of the Schools of Mission network:

If you are the leader of an existing School of Mission or just thinking about starting one and joining the network, I urge you to adopt and adapt this model from Kenya because the results are truly outstanding, and I have seen them for myself.

How can I open a School of Mission?

Can I open a new Training School with your materials ?

Can my existing Training School use your materials ?

Yes, to both questions. All the studies and any advice you need are our gift to you free of charge. We will do all we can to help you.

How do I issue a credible diploma ?

This next section is exclusively for Bible School, Mission and Church Leaders who have been approached by a student or his or her supervisor to request approval and covering for a forthcoming course of studies with the hope that the church, mission, school or organisation will issue a diploma at the end of the course of studies and after the examination provided.

At the end of the Course of Studies it is normal and expected by successful students that they will receive a Diploma or Certificate. Some leaders may also wish to present students with interim awards after every section of studies in order to affirm and encourage them. A proper Certificate rewards the students perseverance and diligence and it is an asset for them to add to their CV and to present to prospective employers, church leaderships, and to colleges of higher education.

In order for a certificate to be credible it needs to be issued correctly. This page will help the leadership to reward their students with a valuable qualification.

A student should be presented with two items:

The Certificate. 

The Transcript, which is an explanation and validation. 

The Certificate

Do not publish a copy of your certificates on the Internet as unscrupulous people will make copies and sell them on the streets. This diminishes the value and credibility of the genuine certificates.

It is easy to make your own certificates. On a PC both Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher, Corel, Serif and so on all have ready-made templates with fancy borders that you can use. Just add your words, the layout of your choice, and the names of your students and print, preferably with a colour printer. A certificate does not have to be complex or expensive. You can buy ready made blank certificates at major stationery and paper suppliers in most large towns worldwide. One make is Decadry. 

You may call your award a Certificate or Diploma of Biblical Studies if you wish. It should contain the title, a confirmation that <your student’s name> has satisfactorily completed a supervised course of studies supplied by Dr. L H Norman at The DCI World Christians Network, England from <date> to <date> and has passed the Course examination, (with merit, or honours as necessary).

The Certificate should be signed in ink by two officials, dated, rubber stamped front and rear, and if a red wax or plastic seal can be attached to the front, so much the better. It should be presented in a hard Certificate holder or clear plastic folder or envelope to keep it clean.

The Transcript

This is the validation for the Certificate and should be type-written on headed paper, each page rubber-stamped and initialled or signed by the pastor or School Principal. Anything less than this will be treated with suspicion by any examining body in the future. A second original should be kept by the School.

The transcript must contain the following:

1. Students full name, address, passport or ID card number and date of birth.

2. Students passport-size photo, glued to the page, rubber stamped over the edge.

3. Title of Course and Dates of Course.

4. Location of course, and name of the Course Leader or School Principal.

5. Name and full contact details for the student’s supervisor. 

6. List of all titles studied. See below for a ready made list to copy.

7. Confirmation of number of essays submitted with average mark gained.

8. Confirmation of number of practical assignments completed. 

9. Date of Examination and the actual result. 

10. Source of study material which is Dr. Les Norman, Th.D, M.Ph, DCI World Christians, PO Box 5091, Nottingham NG25 0DH, England.

11. The academic valuation.

This will be understood by a College or Higher Education or a University who may or may not allow academic credits to be considered towards a course of further study offered by them. Please note that no guarantee whatsoever should be given to any student that any University or College will automatically accept the values awarded by this Certificate or any other from an outside institution. However many colleges will certainly take these studies into account, especially with a credible transcript to accompany them.

"Dr. Les Norman, Th.D, M.Ph, of DCI World Christians in the UK, confirms that if the full Course were completed on their premises and under their supervision the actual classroom and study time would be as follows:

85 lessons at 1.5 classroom or study hours each = 127.5 hours. 

85 written assignments at 3 hours each = 255 hours. 

85 practical assignments at 2 hours each =170 hours. 

Total classroom and assignment clock hours = 552 hours. 

The 552 total hours equals 34 credit hours. 

Therefore the academic valuation of this Certificate of Biblical Studies is said to be 34 semester credits."

This last section was exclusively for Bible School, Mission and Church Leaders who have been approached by a student or his or her supervisor to request approval and covering for a forthcoming course of studies with the hope that the church, mission, school or organisation will issue a diploma at the end of the course of studies and after the examination provided.

Please write to Dr Les Norman for any further advice or clarification: support@dci.org.uk 

Does a Diploma provide any academic credits ?

It is impossible to guarantee that any academic institution will accept outside certificates but many colleges and universities will certainly take your certified work into consideration. For example, a valid diploma issued that proceeds from these studies will be taken into account by New Covenant International University in the USA in applying for credits towards their Higher Studies. NCIU have a website and e-mail contact in English at www.newcovenant.edu 

Do graduates become pastors automatically ?

Pastor is a gifting from God that is seen and recognized not a title or a rank that is awarded by men.

Have your students done the written work, the practical projects and the exam ?  The students need to think, pray, write and do what Jesus did. Please do not graduate students who have only sat through the lessons or give them the title of pastor. Let them earn a church's recognition by doing what Jesus did.  

Can we have diplomas from the UK ?
Each School of Mission should prepare its own diploma in its own language, signed by local leaders who can be contacted if there is any doubt in the future when the graduates show their diploma. Nobody will believe that a diploma from the UK in the hands of a village pastor is a genuine document so local signatures are very important.

Do the students need to be formally supervised and examined ?

Yes - if your church or Bible School wishes to offer a credible diploma at the end of the Course. You will need to keep meticulous records to be able to verify any enquiries about a student at a later date, for example from an employer or University admissions office.

No - if people are taking the studies for their own enjoyment and personal growth as in a weekly Bible Study meeting at church.

What do we do if we don't have enough supervisors in our church?

Well, why not think about asking for help from another church, maybe even from a very different kind of church altogether.  Working together with other churches is very healthy and iron sharpens iron as the proverb says. Retired people, retired pastors and missionaries are often also very willing to help.

How can our own school or church issue credible certificates ?

If you are a School or Church Leader see the page of full information on how to issue credible certificates.

Can I call my new school a DCI School?

Thank you for your confidence but for legal reasons, it will be better for you if you use your own name in your own language. Using the name of this network without authorisation and permission may bring you problems and unwanted interest from officials. You may of course say that you are using materials and studies supplied by The DCI Trust in England.

Specially For Teachers and Supervisors

What does a supervisor have to do?

A supervisor reads and marks students lessons, and most of all takes a friendly interest in the student.  

Supervisors have to report to the pastor or leader at the end of the course and so they must keep the following simple but careful records:

(1) A register of the studies that a student has completed, with the date, and a signature to say he or she is satisfied that the student has learned the subject.

(2) A register of the written work that is part of each study with the date and with comments about the quantity and quality of work. The student must keep his work safe ready for later examination if necessary. 

Here is a guide to marking:

Because this Course is used worldwide among people who have English as their second or third language we keep the marking plan very simple. The same marking guide can be used for the examination.

A = 80% -100% Truly outstanding work, only awarded sparingly. Supervisors should only award an A or an A+ in the case of an extraordinarily good piece of work, otherwise there is no means of rewarding a special achievement.

B = 70% - 79% Very good work, clear understanding of the subject.

C = 50% - 69% Average work, could maybe do better.

D = 50% and less. The lesson or examination needs to be repeated for the student to grasp the meaning.

Each grade could have + or - as well, for example a B - or a C+

(3) A record of the goal and the results of the practical work with the title and the date. We never look for instant success on every occasion, rather that every outreach would be a learning experience.

How do you mark the essays as A, B, C etc.? 

You have to judge the length of the work, 350/400 words would be a page for me.  Then I see if the student has actually answered the question asked and not written an answer to a hasty glance at the question. Then I look at content, I ask myself whether the student is answering within the boundaries of the subject, then of course I look for truth, accuracy and presentation, neatness and legibility. I would consult with a local high school teacher for the locally understood way of judging work. Some cultures value some things far more than others and it is important to know what they might be.

Where is the examination ?

You will find it in all the download packages and it comes with a guide to how to offer the examination either in parts or as a whole at the end. The marking scale is seen above. At the end of the course a supervisor may ask for the file of exam answers.  When you e-mail us please include your full name, address, age, ID card or passport number, telephone number, your minister's name, and the church name and address, and the very same details for your student. Thank you.

What happens at the end of the course?

At the end of the studies, the supervisor should take the registers, records and samples of work to the minister or leader who originally agreed to approve the studies with a diploma. The minister or leader should review and approve the following:.

1. The three kinds of record sheets detailed above together with the supervisor's opinions and private recommendations.

2. The examination results.

3. The student's behaviour and willingness during the course. 

He or she may also want to interview the student. Normally the diplomas are issued at a Graduation Ceremony which all the church, families and friends are invited to attend. We would ask each student to publicly state their vision for future service. 

3. More questions and more answers

What does DCI mean ?

DCI covers the activities of a group of people in different nations encompassing The DCI Foundation, the Schools of Mission, the World Christians News Pages and this web site.  The name comes from Romans 1.1 in the Bible where in the original language Paul describes himself as a 'Doulos Christou Iesou' - a servant of Jesus Christ. This title from way back in 1986 reminds us of our place and calling to serve the Lord and a world of people. 

Who are you and where are you from ? 

See Who Are We on www.dci.org.uk The Course Director is Dr. Les Norman, Th.D, Ph.M with over 30 years of experience in Christian work. We are in England, and to keep expenses low we all work from home and live simply. Our colleagues and students come from all over the world.

Which denomination do you belong to ?

The DCI movement intentionally does not belong to any one denomination and the people who work together in this missions network come from many different modern and classical expressions of the Christian faith across the nations. Academically, we are affiliated to NCI University in the USA where Dr. Les Norman is accredited as an associate professor. Here in the UK base the Director and his family belong to a growing modern evangelical church  and other colleagues belong to similar churches, larger or smaller of different denominations.

Do you have a statement of faith ?

We are in agreement with the 381 AD Nicene Creed or the Apostles Creed of the early church which is to most classical and modern Christian groups worldwide..

"We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. "

(The word "catholic" refers to the universal church of the Lord Jesus Christ.)

How can I help you in return ? 

Thank you for thinking about that. We really appreciate all help as we charge no fees for the studies either for the Internet version or historically in our actual schools. We also regularly support many people and projects in mission and in work amongst the poor. We do not have any denominational or corporate sponsorship and do not carry advertisements on our web site. If the School of Mission is a blessing to you, then an offering will help us provide it freely to many others in the developing world who have no means at all of funding their studies, and we can also help our graduates and leaders make a start with new mission or care projects.

What other languages are available ?

See our front page at www.dci.org.uk and you will find English, Spanish, Portuguese, Cebuano, German, Arabic, Hindi, Indonesian, Mooré, Romanian, Russian, Kiswahili, Telegu and Chinese. We welcome all offers to join our team and translate the studies into other languages.

What is best for a leaders conference in the developing world?

If you only have time for seven sessions, and the people already know the basics then we recommend the following foundational topics from the main list: 11.God’s Plan for The World; 12.The Great Commission;  38.Bring Back the King; 63.Growing the Church; 64.The Harvest Church; 65.A Servant Church; 66.A Discipling Church

Can I make copies of your studies for others ?
Yes, you can help yourself and give away everything you have from us.  You are welcome. We will not charge you for copyright, so long as you give freely as we have given to you, and you only charge the cost price for making the actual copies.
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