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1. The Course Introduction

Welcome to our global on-line training school for 21st Century church and mission leaders. This is a training school without walls, without frontiers, without any fees and one that leaps over every barrier of political, religious, racist, sexist and denominational prejudice, in the name of Jesus.

We hope that these lessons will inspire and bless both you and thousands of similar like-minded people who live and dream in the passion of their first love for Jesus. 

The fact that you starting this course today means that you want to want to know the Lord better yourself, and in your heart you want to see the people in your family and nation, and the unreached peoples of the world and the poor of the world turning to live a disciplined, holy life in the love and care of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  This Course will help you to do just that.

This is Lesson One, it is very simple and just an introduction. The lessons that follow are more complete and filled with good things to learn and to do. I have personally done them all, taught them in class, handed them on to thousands of people and now they are yours. I hope and pray that you will be as blessed, challenged and moved towards the Lord and His ways as I have been and continue to be as the years go on.

Dr. Les Norman

1. First of all we are going to pass on to you an outline of what we have learned over the years and with the help of the Holy Spirit, the Bible, our prayers and an open mind you will grasp the ideas. 

The Course moves through various interlinking themes in an order which seems to most appealing and useful to the churches in the developing nations: 

Evangelism 
Mission 
Discipleship basic level for new believers 
Discipleship advanced level 
Call of God 
Believing God for Finances 
Leadership Training 
Building The Church 
The Kingdom Comes 

2. Secondly, if it is at all possible in your circumstances we really want you to pass on to others all that you learn, so that the word of God spreads. We will show you how to do that without spending a lot of money which we know is hard to find. To see how to do this please see:
How the School of Mission works best
How To Open Your Own School 
and Lesson 66 A Discipling Church

By the way when we say a school we do not mean that you have to open a special building with professional staff. Our students meet in church halls, in homes, in shops and even under palm trees in the open air. All you need is a group of willing people, a Bible, these materials and the presence of God with you though prayer. We will help you to make a start and help you along every step of the way.

Then, what we really want is to see the people that learn from you going and telling the people they know, using the same notes and simple ways of passing on the word of God. 

Question: How does this Course work best ?

Answer: This Course works at its very best when a leader follows the same effective approach that Jesus adopted to train His disciples, and later Paul took the same approach with Timothy,

"The things you have heard me say . . 
entrust to reliable men . . who will also teach others." 
Paul to Timothy, 2 Timothy 2.2.

We would like you to grasp this from the very start. In recent history this Biblical approach was originally taught and practised in the early 20th century by world famous author Watchman Nee in China, later from the mid 1960's this principle was widely taught by Juan Carlos Ortiz in Argentina and more recently became widely accepted through the growth of the world's largest church, that of Pastor Yonggi Cho of Seoul, South Korea. At the end of the 20th century Pastor Cesar Castellanos of Bogota, Colombia had become equally well known worldwide for the G12 movement which taught this same principle to the Spanish speaking world and through which Castellanos's congregation grew from 8 to 120,000 people in ten years. He wrote:

"I began to see Jesus' ministry with clarity. The multitudes followed, but He didn't train the multitudes. He only trained 12, and everything he did with the multitudes was to teach the 12.  Then the Lord asked me another question: "If Jesus trained 12, should you win more than 12 or less than 12?" Jesus chose 12 to reach the multitudes. He stayed with these 12 permanently, until they were trained and He released them, gave them authority and empowered them to disciple the nations.

Pastor, leader, student - the best thing to do is to find 12 to meet with you to take these studies together. The Word of God and the Spirit of God will consolidate everybody's faith and commitment and reproduce Christ's character in you by discipleship and then release those who are willing to go to win 12 more each whilst staying in fellowship with the original group of 12 friends."

Look at the incredible mathematics of 2 Timothy 2.2
If you learn for yourself ~ 1 person hears the word of the Lord 
If you share the lesson with 12 people 
~ 13 people hear the word of the Lord 
If the 12 were to tell 12 more people 
~ 157 people hear the word of the Lord 
If the 157 were to tell 12 more people 
~ 1,884 people hear the word of the Lord.
If the 1,884 people were to tell 12 more people 
~ 22,608 people hear the word of the Lord.

This has happened in China and is happening every day in parts of South America and Africa where 'Training by Multiplication' courses such as this are proving to be the only cost-effective way to teach the thousands of people who are deciding to follow Jesus. This is possible for you and your church or School of Mission.

No special buildings or materials required just meeting and talking.

"The things you have heard me say . . 
entrust to reliable men. . who will also teach others."
Paul to Timothy, 2 Timothy 2.2. 

Together we can train many people to become mature believers and they themselves will go and do the work of the ministry - in evangelism, discipleship and in care for the poor, having found the faith, the works and the finances that are necessary to advance the gospel. In the first chapter of Genesis, when the Word of God came together with the Spirit of God, there was an explosion of new life and that is our prayer, that the Lord would do the same again, this time in your lives and in your community.

Relax

If leading a group, developing a School of Mission or working in a group is not possible for you, then you are still more than welcome to take this programme as an individual, or in the best way that your circumstances permit. We have no second-class students. Not one.

Is the course difficult?

These lessons have been well tested in the churches of Africa, India and the Hispanic world, adapted of course to the local culture. They say the teaching is biblical, true, relevant to the developing world and focused on their passion, to finish the Great Commission so that Jesus can return. Many of the ideas have been born, tried and tested in the developing world, which is not very different from the first century Bible times. 

With God's help the lessons will not be too difficult even for people with little or no education. The teaching is simple and uncomplicated ands the words should be easy for you to translate if you need to.

The notes are clear and easy to read and your friends can also download them free of charge and copy them by hand or by machine. Each lesson can be downloaded and copied separately so it is easy and affordable to obtain these studies. People can make photocopies of the studies one sheet at a time if necessary so even copying the whole course will not be too expensive. In some parts of the world the people copy every lesson by handwriting. 

Now, please go back to the List of Studies and have a good look at all the studies and see what you will learn and all that you can pass on to others. 

This gentle introduction which is also lesson one ends by asking you to read every section of the Information Page to make sure that you know what to do. From lesson two onwards you will really start learning.
2. A Growing Church

What does a good church look like?
 

In Your Bible Read This
Revelation 19.1-10, Ephesians 5.22-32.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, Ephesians 3.10.

Afterwards Talk about This
Compare the all complicated programmes that you find in many modern churches with the simplicity and necessity of obeying the basic commands of Christ in the tree of life concept.

Something to Do before Next Time
If you are married talk with your spouse, and see if your marriage contains the same love, attention and goals as Jesus has for the Church. If you single prepare yourself with the right attitudes for marriage, pray and let’s see what the Lord will do for you.

Written Diploma Work
Draw the tree of life yourself and write in at the side your own church’s programmes or plans. Write a list of your conclusions.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse: John 15.16.

See the Tree of Life Chart

What Is a Church?

Whether we are talking about the universal Church in all the world or whether we are referring to the local church round the corner, ‘church’ is always the people and never, never the building, however nice it may be. We are the Church, the only ‘House of the Lord.‘

The Importance of Church

Church is the Father's purpose, Ephesians 3.10.

Church is the promise of the Son, Matthew 16.18. 

Church was one result of Holy Spirit's arrival at Pentecost, Acts 2.42-47.

Church in Antioch was planted by ordinary believers and made strong by gifted men, Acts 11.19-26.

Church planting was one of Paul's major goals, Acts 13; 14.23; 19; 20,17.

God is blessing new church planting movements today, all over the world.

What Does a Good Church Look Like?

Spiritually, Ephesians 5.25-27 says that the church is loved by Jesus and he gives himself to her with undivided attention. A good church becomes holy, clean, full of the word of God, fit to be presented to Jesus as a desirable, beautiful bride, without stain, wrinkles and blemishes, blameless in every way.

By the way . . .

Everyone says ‘Amen’ and wants this for their church, notice that the context is all about marriage. "Husbands love your wives," Paul says, in just the same way as Jesus loves the Church and gives himself for her, even to the point of dying for her. That is how we should love, protect, and nourish our wives too. Can we do better?

 

What Does a Good Church Look Like in Practice? 

Look at the illustration on the next page. You will say it is a palm tree, in fact it was called ‘A Tree of Life’ by an African pastor who really grasped this revelation from the Spirit of God.

 

The Church as a Tree of Life

Invisible Roots Go Deep
A good church has invisible, hidden roots that go deep under the surface, continually seeking the life that only comes from the living waters of God. Therefore a deep foundation is vital, in prayer, with wisdom from the word of God, and love and power from the Holy Spirit, Jeremiah 17.7-8; Psalm 1.

The Trunk, divided into three ascending parts:
The trunk is most visible part of the tree. It grows in stages as a seed gives a shoot, which then grows to become strong, lasting and resistant to ill winds.

The Base of Evangelism
A good church begins its visible ministry with evangelism, and of course never ceases to evangelise. Without constant evangelism in its many forms people will remain in their sin and ignorance of God. Why do we evangelise? Simply because Jesus said we should. See Mark 16.15,16.

The Mid-section Strength of Discipleship
Now the trunk grows and becomes strong to support the tree’s destiny of bearing fruit. Without for one moment ceasing to proclaim the good news, a good church will now dedicate much time to turning the new converts into disciples. Next it will turn those disciples into leaders who take responsibility for advancing God’s work. Why do we consider discipleship training to be so important? Simply because Jesus said to make disciples. See Matthew 28.19 and appendix 2.

The Tops—the Noble Height of Care of the Poor
Without for one moment ceasing to evangelise and make disciples, a good church will now follow the example of Jesus in Acts 1.1, and 10.38 by doing good. More than 300 times in the Bible, God declares his love for the poor and the needy. He expects his body the church to be his caring hands and lips. Not everyone is called to preach or lead but every believer can show God’s mercy to the poor, particularly to widows and children. Care for the poor is important because Jesus said so. See Mat 25.34-45, James 1.27.

The Shady Foliage Is the Covering of a Kingdom Economy

Here is the issue that many churches neglect at their peril. Think about this. Prayer and the grace of God for the roots is absolutely free, but evangelism costs something, discipleship costs a lot more, and caring for the poor is very costly. Where will the money come from? And now consider this . . .

In Acts 2.42-47 and 4.32-35 we find the church in Jerusalem to be so wealthy that there were no needy people. Some years later that same great church was in such poverty that Paul was raising offerings for them in the new churches across Europe. What happened? 

In Acts 6.1-7 the church leaders delegated the issues of racism, discrimination and finances to seven good Grecian men, probably preachers. So the leaders no longer handled the finances. Preachers like preaching, not papers. That preaching sadly cost Stephen his life and then Philip went to Samaria. If the other 5 Grecians were also preaching or scattered by the Acts 8.1 persecution, who was handling the economy? Anybody? We do not know. 

The poor surely came from far and wide, hearing that needs were met, heard the gospel, received Jesus and joined the church. Expenses increased but income did not. The lesson is clear. Unless someone, probably not the main preacher, takes serious responsibility for the church economy using faith and works, poverty will be at the door. Why is handling the money so important? Because Jesus said so. Luke 19.11-26

Fruit of Seeds in the Wind of God
A good church will always bear fruit in season. That fruit will bring glory for God seen in new baby trees of daughter churches, nearby and far away through missions. Each new tree has its own roots into God, with evangelism, discipleship, own financial cover and fruit.

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Comoros – Indian Ocean islands

Operation World page 176
500,000 islanders, undeveloped, poor, Muslim, 
120 believers, intense persecution.
3. A Harvest Church

Ready for an end-time harvest
In Your Bible Read This
Acts chapter 4.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus, Acts 4.29, 30.

Afterwards Talk about This
Imagine that thousands of people suddenly came to the local churches,
or that persecution started. What would happen to the churches?

Something to Do before Next Time
Just imagine that 1,000 new people began to follow Jesus. Your building holds 200, and your pastor cares for all of them. Calculate how much it will cost to employ more pastors and either enlarge your church with space to grow even more, or to build more church buildings in the districts.

Written Diploma Work
Write 2 pages to compare modern denominational structures with the effective simplicity of New Testament structure. Say why one or the other is better.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse: Acts 2.46, 47.

In the first century the new wine being poured out by God’s Spirit needed new wineskins to contain and mature it. Many thousands of people suddenly followed Jesus but trouble was not far behind!

What If That Happened Today?

Worldwide, two clear trends are being seen in today’s Church. What will you do if either of these comes to your nation? 

Great Growth ? In Argentina, South Korea and parts of Africa millions of people have decided to follow Jesus and come to church. 

Intense Persecution ? In recent years many churches have been burned in Bosnia, England, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Liberia, Pakistan, Senegal, Sierra Leone and the Sudan. In Rwanda when violence came many believers fled to the church building, where their enemies found them and massacred thousands.

Prophetic or Just a Question?

In growth or persecution, or if both happen at once, will our traditional structures of buildings, church government and professional clergy be adequate? 

 

In Growth, What Will You Do?

Can you pack the new people into existing buildings and expect the paid leaders to work ten times harder? And if you suddenly need more buildings, where will all the money come from?

 

In Persecution What Will You Do?

In Rwanda the church collapsed but in China, in 1948, when churches were closed, the pastors killed or imprisoned and all missionaries expelled, the church did not die. Why not? Because the church was flexible and changed its shape back to New Testament structure and grew in that great adversity from 8,000,000 to maybe 80,000,000 believers by 1988.

New Testament Structure

A church that is expecting the end-time harvest will be ready, whatever happens, by ensuring that it’s structure is the one that can handle both growth and survival. The Book of Acts is God’s text book for church structure. Let’s look and we will discover three key strategies.

The Church, Not Churches

The only divisions we find are geographical, not denominational. There are no Catholic, Baptist or Pentecostal splits in the Bible, or in heaven either! What we do find is the Church. In Jerusalem, at Antioch, in Ephesus, and so on. In growth we need each other, because when Jesus gave Peter a huge catch of fish, he had to call other boats to come and help him, Luke 5.4-7. In times of hardship different parts of the Church help each other, Acts 11.27-30.

1. Mother Churches 

The main churches in Acts and the Epistles are known as Mother Churches because of the new life they gave to their regions. The church in Thessalonica was a model church for all of us, 1 Thess 1.7. But Jerusalem, Antioch, Ephesus, Philippi and others were much more than local churches. More than meetings they typically had Holy Spirit activity, prayer, evangelism, prophecy, and doctrinal conferences. There was plurality of leaders, and a living, caring community, especially in Jerusalem, Acts 2.42-47; 4.32-34. They faced persecution, and handled legal challenges. 

They Were Also Apostolic Bases

What is an apostolic base? It is a model church, where apostles and people are gathered together by the Holy Spirit. The word apostolic really means missionary, so a mother church becomes a launching pad and a resource base of men, money and materials for missions, where mission strategy is developed and apostolic teams and aid are sent to other churches and out to the nations. It is a place of fellowship, renewal, account-ability and support for people who are sent by God, but never a ‘pyramid’ commanded by one super-apostle.

 

Does Mother Church Have a Steeple? 

Until the 4th century no church had a steeple, or even a building! Rapid growth, many poor people and cruel persecution meant that the churches had to be flexible, capable of unlimited expansion without costs for buildings, and had to be able to survive under threat, and have as many people as possible mobilised into service. 

 

Cell Church Structure

How did they do all that? By using a cell church structure and meeting in many homes under apostolic covering. They only met all together from time to time. See ~ A Cell Church.

2. Daughter Churches

People like Philip would go out from a mother church, preach the gospel, gather the new believers, and leave a new daughter church behind, watched over by the mother church’s leaders until it became mature, Acts 8.4-17. A daughter church should be missionary in its own right from day one, seeking to plant its own daughter churches. See ~ A Mother Church, page 25.

3. Apostolic Missionary Teams

The final part, the arrow tip of New Testament structure is the apostolic team, Acts 13.1-4. These are people who are called by God to go to the nations. They are released from all local responsibilities and sent on their way. On the road they support themselves, govern themselves and duplicate themselves into:

New churches like those of Galatia, Acts 14.21-25; 

New training schools like Ephesus, Acts 19.9-10; 

New missions work, Titus 1.5, 1 Tim 1.3; 

New apostolic teams like the team from many churches in Acts 20.4. 

Then they report back home and share in the church leadership until they go again. 

See ~ A Missionary Church.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Burkina Faso

Operation World page 139
8,000,000 in four major groups, Islamic, passive, very poor
Many committed Christians, a sending base for West Africa.
4. A Servant Church

Gandhi led India by service and non-violence
In Your Bible Read This
1 Peter 5.1-4; Ezekiel 34.1-17.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many, Mark 10.45.

Afterwards Talk about This
Compare the styles of leadership at work and in the institutions
of your country with how it should be in the Church.

Something to Do before Next Time
Go and show Christ’s servant heart, practically supporting some lowly
people you would not normally consider, like children, street people,
gypsies, untouchables. Leave them closer to God.

Written Diploma Work
Write a page to explain the practical differences between two churches,
one has a shepherd, the other is led by a ‘butcher’.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse
Proverbs 27.23-27.

Leadership or Lordship?

Being a church or mission leader is quite different to every other kind of political, military, business or religious leadership. In the world one man at the top dominates everyone else through rank, pressure or the fear of loss of job. He, or shareholders receive the major benefits whilst the workers may live in hardship. No wonder we have revolutions and strikes. It is sad that some churches are also governed in the same way. Discontent is inevitable.

Shepherds or Butchers?

A wise elder once said, "Only two kinds of people deal with sheep - shepherds and butchers! 

 

Which One Is This Man?

He loves to be number one. He avoids genuine men of God. He speaks maliciously about people. He controls people in the church, exercising lordship, which is a form of witchcraft. He is Diotrephes, in 3 John 3-10. There are some more really bad shepherds in Ezekiel 34.1-6, and Zech 11.15-17.

How Can You Know the Bad Ones?

In banks the staff learn to discover false notes by continually handling genuine ones. As soon as a forged note is touched, they just know it. We can also escape being fooled by false leaders by becoming familiar with the genuine.

Jesus, the Good Shepherd
Jesus, the fearless Lion of the tribe of Judah is also the gentle Lamb of God. A leader today may have to roar like a lion at sin, but he also has to be humble, meek and lamb-like towards the people.
The Way of the Saviour 
Men normally rule through military, political, financial or religious power but Jesus chose another kind of power altogether, one that is rarely considered and often despised. The awesome power of humble, sacrificial service. 

In Mark 8.31, Jesus announces his incredible plan to win the loyalty of a world of people, by embracing suffering, enduring mockery, humiliation and torture without resisting, and by accepting rejection, betrayal and even death without complaining, Philippians 2.6-11; John 12.32. Jesus speaks about a resurrection, but although the disciples don't understand, Satan clearly does and immediately opposes the plan through Peter, Mark 8.32,33.

Jesus Sets the Standard

In Mark 8.34-35, Jesus says following him means self-denial, suffering death to self on the cross and losing your life for the Lord. The reward of such loss for Jesus and the gospel is the gain of real life!

Can I Be the Leader?

In Mark 9.31-39 Jesus repeats his plan of humble, sacrificial service again. Incredibly the disciples respond by arguing over their own rank and which of them will be No.1. Jesus replies that to be the first, one must make himself the very last and be the servant of all, even of children and others who are different.

 

Can I Be, Lord?

In Mark 10.32-45, Jesus explains his plan of humble, sacrificial service for a third time and now it is James and John who strive for the rank and power of lordship rather than service. Jesus replies that only Gentile rulers lord it over people and that must not happen amongst his followers saying, even the Son of God did not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life.

The Only Way Up Is Down.

Jesus went down into death and rose again. The plan worked and today he leads millions of loyal, loving, thankful people of all colours and cultures. Jesus—perfectly Lion and perfectly Lamb—gave us only one leadership example and style, one of humble, sacrificial service. Whatever personality and culture a leader has, he or she will do well to humbly, sacrificially serve in the way of Christ.

Can It Be Done?

Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, 2.1-13, reveals a testimony of servant leadership in practice. Paul persevered through suffering and insults, and had no impure motives or tricks. He lived to please God not men, flattered no-one and was never greedy for money nor a burden to anyone, being gentle and caring, genuinely desiring to be with the people. He was seen to be holy, blameless and righteous. Now who would not love a minister like that? 

Interestingly even the harsh secular world recognises the beauty of servant leadership in an ugly world of lordship. TIME magazine, May 9,1994, reported that "French polls show that priest of the homeless, Abbé Pierre to be the nation's most admired person."

How Does It Work Out Today?

Ephesians 4.11 tell us that God has given apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to lead the Church, and 4.12 tells us that their job is to prepare the people for the ministry, not to do it all themselves. But how? 

 

Turn the Triangle the Right Way Up

In the world the triangle has the man at the top. The orders flow down, the wealth flows back up. However, in God’s Kingdom the world’s triangle must be reversed with the most gifted and capable men, in plurality of leadership at the bottom on their knees supporting the next level of leadership, who in their turn support the next level until all the people are supported and elevated closer to God.

Why Are the Apostles at the Bottom?

Apostles are first in the church, always in a team setting usually with elders, also first in the local church, 1 Cor 12.28; Acts 15.2, 4, 6, 22, 23; Acts 13.1. What did Jesus say? The first must be the slave of all. And so be it.

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Hong Kong

Operation World page 26
Ownership returned to China in 1997, Asian business powerhouse
6,000,000 Chinese and immigrants, 66% Tao & Buddhist, 14% Christian
A missionary gateway into China.

5. A Multiplying Church

The power of people talking
 

In Your Bible Read This
Matthew 28.19; Luke 9.1-6, Luke 10.1-24.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
Then they said to each other, "We're not doing right.
This is a day of good news and we are keeping it to ourselves."
2 Kings 7.9.

Afterwards Talk about This
What sort of people are you going to look for to form the small group
that you will meet with to share what you have learned.

Something to Do before Next Time
Choose at least three but no more than twelve people who will agree
to meet with you regularly in a home or a hall. You will pass on to them
all that you learn from these sessions together with your teacher.
Ask them to also pass on what they learn.

Written Diploma Work
Write down in no more than two pages, the three steps that you can
see in 2 Timothy 2.2 and explain growth by multiplication.

Meditate on This Passage
Luke 10.1-4, 17-21.

In soccer the new players learn from their coach; perhaps he used to be the star of the team. In a workshop you find young apprentices learning the trade from a skilled master craftsman. Learning from our Master, Jesus, is what discipleship is all about, and it’s powerful. He is the Teacher, and we are his disciples, that is men and women under his loving discipline and training.

 

1. The Amazing Power of Discipleship 

A pastor from Taiwan travelled to Central China every two months for two years to secretly train fifteen men with all that he knew about Jesus and winning souls. These men in turn each repeated the teaching to twelve other men who also in their each turn told many more people.  In 1993 they had a month of evangelism when around 1,500 of these now well-trained workers went out on foot, on bicycles, on buses and trains all over China to tell others about Jesus. When they returned and reported, the pastor from Taiwan counted that more than 100,000 new believers had been baptised in just one month of putting his teaching into practice. 

Let’s Look Again at What Happened ~

Step 1
One man taught 15 men, so 15 men sat and learned. 

Step 2
Then the 15 men each taught 12 more men and women, so in all 195 people now heard and copied the lesson.

Step 3
Then the 195 men and women went to their homes, far and wide and each taught between 6 and 12 more people and so in total about 1,500 people heard and copied down the teaching heard in step 1. 

That’s the Power of Discipleship in Action
Remember that all this took place in homes, under trees, and in quiet places to avoid the police and persecution. No expensive buildings, equipment or text books were used. Only quiet words, copying and prayer just like happened in the countryside in the first century, after Jesus told people to go and make disciples.

2. Must a Bible School Have a Building?

Is going to Bible School for a year or two the only way to learn God’s ways? But what happens when thousands come to Jesus, and all want to know more and do something for the Lord?   Where will they find the money or the time away from family, work and church? Where will you find the teachers, the buildings, the beds and the meals. Even bringing 500 people together for a week means 1,000 bus fares, 500 sleeping mats, 500 toilet places, 500 notebooks and pens and 10,500 meals and water over the week!

3. Is There Any Other Way?

The rabbis also had fixed schools but Jesus chose another way altogether. It is simple to organise, not expensive and there is room for everyone to come.

How Did Jesus Train His Followers?
Jesus spent much of his time personally training small groups of 3, 12 and 72. They became friends. He taught them privately, and they learned more at public meetings. They were sent to travel and to try everything they had learned for themselves. When they returned they told Jesus all about it, Matthew 10.1, Luke 9.1-10; 10.1-24.

Be Warned at the Beginning
Discipleship releases God’s word and his Spirit and that brings out the best and the worst in you. Discipleship brings earthly loss but great inner, eternal gain. On one occasion the disciples were rowing across a lake when a storm hit them. They were in the centre of God’s will but they still got very wet and frightened! Mat 8.23-27.

4. Paul Also Made Disciples

When he travelled he took a team with him and they learned by seeing what Paul did and by doing the same, Acts 20.4-5. When Paul was in Ephesus, that’s Izmir in modern Turkey, he found some believers who were so ignorant they had never even heard of the Holy Spirit. So Paul taught them, prayed for them, and met them every day for over two years. They learned at the feet of the older man as apprentices, or disciples.

What Do You Think Happened?
There was effective evangelism because in two years the whole province heard the word of the Lord. There were extraordinary miracles. The fear of God fell on the city.

People burned their magic books. God’s Word spread and grew in power. Those ignorant disciples became the elders of the churches of Ephesus. 

Acts 19.1-21; 20.17, 18. 

5. Addition or Multiplication?

Churches usually grow by addition as one or two more people come and hear the gospel. But in growth by multiplication, many hear the Bible, respond to God’s love and then cell church begins where they live.  This can happen in your village by releasing the power of discipleship. It means remembering or writing down all that you learn and then organising yourself to regularly pass it on to a group of friends, who will then go and tell others. Paul gave his young disciple Timothy three steps:

i) The things you have heard me say . .

ii) Entrust them to other reliable men . .

iii) Who will then go and teach others.

Choose your disciples. Meet together, maybe at home to tell them all that you have learned in this lesson and tell them what they can learn in the future by coming back. Then organise your friends to also pass on God’s word to others, 2 Timothy 2.2; 2 Kings 7.9.

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Turkey

Operation World page 541
Turkey is the bridge between Europe and Asia
62,000,000 people, 99.8% Muslim, just 600 Turkish believers
This is ‘Galatia’ in the Bible in great need of your prayers.
6. A Mother Church

Winning a soul for Jesus is great, planting a new church is better
 

In Your Bible Read This 
Acts 20.17-37; Mark 1.9-45.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.
See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut, Revelation 3.7-8.

Afterwards Talk about This 
Where do you know that has no evangelical church. It may be a place or it may be a group of people who live near you. Do you think you could do something about this?

Something to Do before Next Time
Go and find some people nearby, maybe from a different country richer or poorer than yours, who have no church. Ask them if they would be interested in having a new church opened specially for them so they have somewhere to pray and to find help for their spiritual and social needs.

Written Diploma Work 
Write an analysis in no more than two pages of the peoples in your district that have no church of their own.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse: Matthew 16.18.

To win one soul is wonderful but as the population explodes, it is never enough. Planting new churches and linking them together in an apostolic, cared for network is a far better goal.

But Here Is What Some People Say ~ 

"We don't want any more churches." 

"One big church has more influence." 

"We should support existing churches." 

"Let the people come to our meetings." 

As you can see there is not one valid Bible reason given. All these excuses show an inward looking defensive attitude which neither pleases the Lord, nor will ever they produce an attractive, purposeful church that people will want to be part of.

Why Plant New Churches?

Is It to Combat the Needs in Society?  No, that’s probably an emotional reaction to the fact that people are visibly in greater spiritual and moral need with every year that passes. But the fact of the matter is that God does not automatically meet with need, otherwise the world would be a very different place. 

He Meets with Faith 

If need and suffering really bring revival, then Europe after a century of savage wars ought to be the most spiritually open continent on earth. In fact, it is the darkest, and the most spiritually indifferent to the gospel. Church planting is a natural extension of the evangelism that is part of Christ's Great Commission.

To cover an area with new churches is a vision that makes room for the gifts of all of God's people from the youngest to the oldest, rather than relying upon guest evangelists. Everyone is able to do something to help reach their own age group and win them for Jesus. They like that!

Church planting is also very healthy because a church that lives for the people outside of itself has very little time for internal argument. And why wait? I heard about a church of just 17 people that is aiming to plant three more new churches in their city.

Aren't New Churches Usually Divisions in Disguise?

Obviously rebellious, complaining people and those who want personal status by being at the front are never going form a healthy church. In fact they will pass on their discontent and probably fall out with each other causing the new ’church’ to collapse. They should repent and get their motives right before the Lord, with his help. 

Is the Urge to Expand Always Wrong?

Who scattered the reluctant Jerusalem church when it preferred not to obey the Great Commission and evangelise? 

Who separates light from darkness? 

Who separated the Protestant church from Rome? 

Who took the Methodists, Pentecostals and Charismatics out of the established church and prospered them? 

The answer is said to be God himself! 

Edward from Pakistan and his wife Kylykke from Finland are missionaries in England. Recently they opened a new church with some new Asian believers and some people from existing churches. Was that division? No, because nine ministers of the established churches all came to conduct the opening service and to publicly give their blessing and support. That was a healthy birth.

God Tells Us to Plant Churches 

Church is the Father's purpose, Ephesians 3.10.

Church is the promise of the Son, Matthew 16.18. 

Church was an outcome of Holy Spirit's arrival at Pentecost, Acts 2.42-47.

Church planted by ordinary men and made strong by gifted men is the golden example of Antioch, Acts 11.19-26.

Church planting was one of Paul's goals, for example in Ephesus. 

Acts 13; 14; 19 to 20.17. 

  

God has brought church planting to the top of his agenda today, for example by inspiring and blessing the internationally successful DAWN & SEAN church planting movements. 

How Do You Plant New Churches?

Here are some spiritual ingredients from the example of Jesus. The result seen in Mark 1.45 is that people ‘just kept on coming,’ brought about by these steps, ideal for a foundation in church planting ~

A welcome for Holy Spirit, and a yielding to being led by him, 9-12. 

A necessity to overcome Satan, 13. 

A need to get the timing right, Mark 1.14a, 15.

A priority put into preaching, 14.

A team is more effective, 16-20.

A proper use of spiritual gifts, Mark 1.23-42.

A dedication to serious prayer, 35.

A pioneer spirit that denies comfort, Mark 1.37-39.

A love for people is very important, Mark 1.23, 30, 40. 

Practically, What Do You Do?

A big church can send 50 people to worship and evangelise in a new area, helping till the new baby grows. You can plant a special ‘language’ church amongst groups in your area like immigrants or refugees. Seeker-sensitive services are good to present the gospel to secular people in non-church ways with attractive music and drama on Sundays, whilst the believers can meet mid-week. 

There are many books to inspire you, but always remember the theology of Mary. She simply said, " Do whatever he tells you." See also Rev 3.7-8. 

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Laos

Operation World page 343

Nearly 5,000,000 poor Asian people

2% Christian, many Buddhist

Church suffered under communism.
7. A Cell Church
Friends of God, each other and the people around
In Your Bible Read This 
Acts 10.22-48.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved, Acts 2.46,47.

Afterwards Talk about This
If persecution came to your district what would happen to your church?
What can you do to safeguard the people?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Organise one friendly cell style meeting with some food and friendship in one of your homes. Invite the people from the street and see how many come. Tell them that someone will speak for five minutes to explain how he or she came to know Christ. See how many come!

Written Diploma Work 
Write a 2 page essay describing the long term effect upon the church when it became the official church in 321 AD and inherited all those temples and robes.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse: 1 Corinthians 14.26.

An evangelist tells the story that his campaigns in an African city were so blessed that the only way he could handle the converts was to shout, "Christians in such and such a district raise your hands. New believers, if you live in this district, meet together next Sunday in the houses of these people." And he went on shouting out names and directing people. He said it was the only way of keeping such a big harvest safe. What he did was to organise what we call the Cell Church. What would you do if crowds suddenly decided to follow Jesus? Where would you find the money for new buildings?

1. The Church in Acts Was a Cell Church 

The church did not have any buildings until it became the official church of the Roman Empire in 321 AD. Then it took over all the pagan temples and priestly robes, and has had them ever since, Acts 2.46 tells us that the early church met together every day in Jewish temple courts in Jerusalem to worship God. They also broke bread in homes, and ate together with glad hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of the people. The church was in the street with the people, not yet hidden away inside religious buildings.

Why Cell Churches Seem to Do So Well

1) Cell church usually have 5 to 15 people. This means that everyone is known and genuinely missed if away.

2) Cell church means that every member has a role like music, organising, teaching, leading prayer, cooking, or looking after children. The joy of serving is not just in the hands of a few chosen ‘professional’ clergy or leaders.

3) Cell church means that people should never feel lonely in church as the community setting brings them into the bosom of the family of God.

4) Cell church is a natural setting for teaching with all the freedom and life of a small group.

5) Cell church meetings are a great place for people to practice their spiritual gifts in the non-threatening atmosphere of home with a friendly leader and the Christian family to encourage and help.

6) Cell church means that neighbours who would never go into a church building might discover Jesus where He loves to be, among people. With cell church the scope for different kinds of creative evangelism in the home is unlimited.

7) Cell church allows the gifted ministers to travel to help equip other believers.

8) In Cell church growth is fast and never limited by lack of money for buildings. When a group grows beyond say, 16 people, it multiplies into 2 homes or rented rooms, each with its own leader. They will soon grow to 15 each and multiply again.

9) Cell church means more prayer, because more people will pray in small groups, and they can meet anytime. This is better than the weekly prayer in one place which many never get to for work reasons. 

10) Cell church means that sick or needy people can be prayed for quickly without having to wait for the pastor.

2. Cells, Congregations and Celebrations

A cell church has no central building that it owns and pays for, or a big meeting every Sunday because the cells are the church. No central records are kept, so in persecution names cannot be found, buildings cannot be burned, congregations cannot be found and killed en masse as happened in Rwanda. The church is safer. 

All the cells, leaders and people alike should come together from time to time in a rented location like a big hall or stadium, for a celebration, and all the cells in a zone could meet as a congregation say once or maybe twice a month. The oversight needs to meet with their cell leaders on a regular basis, and the oversight should visit each cell regularly.

3. What Do You Do in a Cell Church?

The goal is to be friends of God through the Acts 2.42 model of being devoted to the word of God, prayer, breaking of bread and fellowship, then friends of each other, then focused on being friends with the people in the street so they discover that God’s love is not a million miles away.

Remember to Embrace 4 W’s 

Welcome - you to me, me to you. 

Worship - us to God. 

Word - God released to us, through the Bible, spiritual gifts, prayer and personal ministry to each other. 

Witness - God through us to others. 

4. Starting a Cell Church

It is very easy for missionaries to organise cell church simply by having the first meeting in a home and growing in cells. It is more difficult to change an existing traditional church structure because cell church empowers the people to care and evangelise and this can be quite upsetting for professional paid ministers. The change can be quite demanding upon settled and comfortable people as well, but if God directs the change it will be worth the effort.

5. How to Change to Cell Church

There needs to be adequate lead-in time, prayer, a plan, and agreement.

Choose cell leaders and assistants for humility, servant heart and loyalty. 

Train them beforehand in pastoral skills, and how to run a small group. 

They need to know the extent of their authority and what to do in difficulty. 

Divide the district into zones, each one with a dedicated area leader. 

Divide each zone into cells, each with a chosen leader and people. 

Select a time to meet, make a start. 

Review progress frequently. 

6. The G12 Vision 2001

This is the latest development of the Cell Church vision that is sweeping Latin America. The four principles are Win, Consolidate, Disciple and Release and the plan is that each cell gives birth to 12 more cells. For a full explanation of all that is required for G12 which should be incorportated into this lesson go to these internet pages: 

The church of Pastor Cesar Castellanos in Colombia which has grown from 8 to 120,000 members and has a youth group of 30,000 through G12. Kensington Temple/London City Church which has adopted the vision for London and is seeing remarkable growth in a very secular environment.

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Italy

Operation World page 316
58,000,000 European people, declining Catholic stronghold
31,000 towns with no evangelicals.
8. A Living Church

Is the Church the building or the people?
In Your Bible Read This 
1 Corinthians chapters 12 to 14.

Here Is Your Memory Verse
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven, Matthew 16.18-19.

Afterwards Talk about This 
Next time you go to church why will you go, and what will you expect?

Something to Do before Next Time
Next time you go to church be sure that you seek God for a gift to take to someone who will be there, and make sure they receive it before you go home.

Written Diploma Work 
Write a page respectfully suggesting changes that would bring about positive progress in church life.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse: 2 Timothy 1.6-7.

1. Why Do You Go to Church?

Some people go to church out of a sense of duty or because it is Sunday morning. For some it is a good place to find business or they like the feeling they get. Others go because their friends go and it is the centre of social life. People go to be entertained on Sundays or to be enlightened, or to hear great speakers. Some go to please their spouse, or to find a wife or husband and some even go to get away from their wife or husband. Hopefully some go to learn the Bible as well.

2. What Is the Church?

Whether it is the Church universal which is the worldwide gathering of millions of believers or the local church round the corner, a ‘church’ is always the people and never the building. We are the Church, the ‘House of the Lord.‘

A New Community 

The Church is a radical alternative society that is supernaturally enabled by the Holy Spirit. A community that is united in faith, bears each others burdens, and offers disciplined living with close fellowship, accountability and action. 

A People Focused on God 

Church means joy, prayer and worship to celebrate our Heavenly father’s daily goodness. More grace is received through baptism, the Lord’s Table and the presence of God. 

  

Destined to Triumph 

Jesus promised to build his church and that the gates of hell would not prevail as the Church advances against them, Matthew 16.18. Think about these pictures too from the Bible. The Church is the family of God, a building with Jesus as the Builder and the Cornerstone, a living body with Jesus as the head, a flock with Jesus as the shepherd, a bride with Jesus the bride-groom, a casket of jewels, branches of the vine, a temple with Jesus being the high priest, an army and as a powerhouse of prayer.  Want to Know More?  Use your concordance to find the Bible verses for these references to church. 

3. What Happens at Church?

We Meet With Jesus 

Jesus is present even when just two or three are met together in his name, offering forgiveness, acceptance and eternal life, Matthew 18.20

We Hear from Jesus 

Through his word and his Spirit. 

  

We Are Healed by Jesus 

Jesus, the same yesterday, today and forever is still our healer. 

  

We Worship God Together 

God dwells in the praises of his people. 

  

We Strengthen Each Other

Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 14.26 that when the church meets, everyone should come with a gift from God for someone else. Paul mentions five gifts here but there are many more that meet the needs of the people in church. 

4. Let’s Unwrap God's Gifts

1 Corinthians chapters 12-14 explains God’s gifts and shows us how to use the different gifts properly, 12.4.

Communication Gifts 

Tongues, let you speak in languages that you have never learned. 

Interpretation, to know what is said. 

Prophecy, which should always be welcomed, reviewed and tested. 

Revelation Gifts 

Words of knowledge, from God's eternal store of information. 

Word of wisdom, to know what to do. 

Discernment of evil (not human) spirits. 

Power Gifts 

His faith, that moves mountains. 

Healings are God’s gifts for sick people. 

Miracles, literally, deeds of power. 

  

Gifts That Make Leaders: Ephesians 4.11 and 1 Cor 12.27-31. 

  

Gifts for All God’s People: Romans 12.6-8 and 1 Peter 4.8-11. 

Prophesying, not being a Prophet, but bringing God's word to strengthen, comfort and encourage people, 14.3. 

Serving, means happily helping others! 

Teaching, but this does not mean you must have the gift of the Teacher. 

Encouraging, like Barnabas, Acts 11.23. 

Giving, being willing to share God’s blessings with others, is a great gift. 

Governing, is the elder's gift. 

Mercy, is to help you to help the weak. 

Administration is a vital gift that organises the church activities. 

Other gifts include the intercessor, elder, deacon, singer, teacher of songs, door-keeper and priest. No wonder Paul says to stir up the gift in us, 2 Tim 1.6; 1 Tim 4.14. There are different things to do with the gifts and different ways of working with the same gift, but God is in them all. All are given by the Holy Spirit as he wishes. We neither choose our gifts, nor can we switch gifts on and off, rather we use them in love, 1 Cor 12.5-6 and all chapter 13. 

5. Is There Any Ranking?

The Bible says that apostles and prophets lead the way and then come teachers to keep us straight. After that all the gifts are important, so discover the gift that God has given you and develop it by serving others. Philip began as an administrator but became an evangelist and Paul began as a teacher and grew into an apostle, Ephesians 2.20, 1 Corinthians 12.28. If another brother or sister is more gifted than us in a certain area, we should bring people to them who we cannot help. Together we are God's team, the complete body of Jesus in today's world. See 1 Cor 12.12-27

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for American Native Indians

Operation World page 566
2,000,000 people, 266 groups, Poverty, disease, unemployment
Small but growing response to Jesus.
9. The Spirit-Led Church

Being the friend of Holy Spirit
In Your Bible Read This
John 14.15-26; chapter 15.26 - 16.15.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all, 2 Cor 13.13.

Afterwards Talk about This
When you are witnessing or praying for a sick person, what difference
will it make now you know that you do not go alone to minister to them?

Something to Do before Next Time
Begin to relate to Holy Spirit as you would with any other dear friend.
We should not pray to him but we can certainly talk with him and share our lives. Don’t be surprised if he speaks back as he did in Acts 13.2, and Acts 16.6-10.

Written Diploma Work 
The Bible talks about Holy Spirit in picture language like a dove,
water, oil, or breath. See if you can find a list of all the 13 titles.

Meditate on This Passage: Acts 16.6-10.

Do You Know What You Are Asking?

At the end of our church services we often bless each other with the words of our memory verse, but have you ever thought what we are desiring for each other?

The Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

The word fellowship is koinoñia, which means partnership, or intimate friendship with Holy Spirit. Believers everywhere know the power, the gifts and the fruit of Holy Spirit, but how many of us know him as a close friend? 

Who Is the Holy Spirit?

Some people think that the Holy Spirit is just a kind of energy, power or lightning. But they could not be more mistaken.

The Holy Spirit Is a Person
In fact he is a very important person, the Third Person in God's 'family tree,' the Trinity: Mat 28.19; 2 Cor 13.13. He is a spirit person, as much a person as you are but without the limitations of a body. We can pray daily: 'Holy Spirit, fill me with your power, guide me, give me wisdom and courage,' because he is a definite, specific person we can talk to and relate to.

Why Is This Important?

It means you can relate to God easily. A man can never relate to a force, an energy or a mere inanimate influence, and not even to man’s best friend, a dog. God wants us to have a personal relationship with him and, knowing that we can only relate to a person, he has given us Holy Spirit to be our personal friend, our helper and our comforter. For the disciples who had spent three years with Jesus, Holy Spirit came and took the place of Jesus with them and in fact was even closer because he was inside each one. Because Holy Spirit is a Spirit person he was able to be with all the disciples, all the time, not limited to being in one place at a time as Jesus permitted himself to be. The same is true today. Holy Spirit, God himself is with all of us, always.

Is Holy Spirit a Real Person?

Doctors say that a real person must have a mind, a will and emotions. That’s the test we must put to the Holy Spirit.

Has Holy Spirit Got a Mind? 

Mind means intelligence, thought and reason. Yes, he has a sharp mind! See Romans 8.27 and 1 Cor 2.10-13. 

Has Holy Spirit Got a Will? 

Will has to do with intention, choice, desire and determination. Yes, Holy Spirit has his own will and he agrees with the Father and Son, 1 Cor 12.11. 

Has Holy Spirit Got Emotions? 

Has he feelings and passion? He loves and that is the most powerful emotion of all, and there is passion in his groans of intercession; Romans 15.30, 8.26,27. 

Jesus Always Calls Him a Person 

In just one particular conversation Jesus calls Holy Spirit "him" many times, and "he" several times, John 16.7-15. Jesus also gives him a personal title, Counsellor, meaning the One who stands alongside you as a lawyer to defend you, John 14.15-17. Holy Spirit is the One who takes hold together with us against our weakness and infirmities, Romans 8.26.

Holy Spirit Has a Personal Ministry 

When you see what his job is you will be surprised, and he is doing it all well, all the time, everywhere ~ 

He works, 1 Cor 12.11; He searches, 1 Cor 2.10;  He speaks, Acts 13.2; 

He testifies, John 15.26;  He instructs, Neh 9.20;  He convicts, John 16. 8-11; He prays, Romans 8.26; He leads, Matthew 4.1; He guides into truth, John 16.13; 

He glorifies Jesus, John 16.14; He brings new birth, John 3.5-6; He argues, Gen 6.3; He directs ministry, Acts 8.29; He sends messengers, Isaiah 48.16; He calls men to ministry, Acts 20.28; He gives gifts, 1 Cor 12.7-11. 

  

He Also Has Personal Feelings 

He can be grieved, insulted, lied to, tested, blasphemed, resisted and extinguished. 

See Ephesians 4.30, Isaiah 63.10, Hebrews 10.29, Acts 5.3, Mat 12.31, Acts 7.51; 5.9, 1 Thess 5.19. 

What Does This Mean to Me?

We can grow into deep friendship with a companion or with a marriage partner, so how much more can we surely build an intimate two-way friendship with a totally trustworthy Divine person and friend who loves me, lives in me, speaks to me and wants to work with me and through me.

· He is ‘Holy’ Spirit and his holiness can saturate my inner desires and empower me to be holy, 1 Peter 1.15. 

· I am never alone, 2 Cor 13.13.

· He has all the gifts of God to share with me as I face the needs of each day, Isaiah 11.2-4, Luke 4.18. 

· As a witness for Jesus I never have to strive to do God's work in convicting others of their sin, lack of righteousness and imminent judgement. Only the Spirit of God can do the work of God. I can do my part, and relax allowing Holy Spirit to do his own divine work, John 16.8. Our job is to minister the Spirit, 2 Cor 3.6.

· At church we can yield to the Holy Spirit and risk allowing him to direct our worship, prayers, future plans and our ministry to each other. 

· Acts 2.1-4 tells us how God sent Holy Spirit just as Joel prophesied, and Jesus promised in John 14.16. You no longer have to wait for him, just ask him to come and fill your life, and make him welcome. 

 

  

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Cuba

Operation World page 187

10,000,000 Caribbean people

Repression, rationing and lack

Frequent persecution of 3% believers

Widespread occult spiritism.
 

10. A Militant Church

He was cast down to the earth, now cast him out of the church!
In Your Bible Read This: Revelation 12.7-12; Daniel 10.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death, Revelation 12.11.

Afterwards Talk about This 
Look at the characteristics of the thief and tell each other how you have seen each of these in life and society. Finish by thanking God that he has delivered you.

Something to Do before Next Time 
Organise a special time of prayer with experienced pastors and prayer warriors and asking for the help of the Holy Spirit; to receive ministry that will ensure that you are free from the grip of ‘Poneria’.

Written Diploma Work 
Write a page to identify what is the dominating territorial spirit over your city, and describe his manifestation in the life of the population.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse: Colossians 1.13.

Two Kingdoms and Two Plans

The Bible clearly teaches the existence of two kingdoms and two rulers. The kingdom of God is the realm of God’s authority and government, and it’s entire nature is good. The other kingdom is ruled by Satan and his forces of darkness whose nature is uncompromisingly evil. God’s kingdom is a place of blessing as seen, for example, in Jeremiah 29.10-14:

I will come to you to fulfil my gracious promise, verse 10. 

I have plans to prosper you and not to harm you, verse 11. 

My plans will give you a hope and a future, verse 11. 

I will listen to you, be found by you. 

I will bring you back from captivity, verses 12 and 14. 

But the thief only comes to steal, kill and destroy, Luke 11.18. Satan’s kingdom is:

A kingdom of doubt, unbelief, confusion, despair, depression, rejection; diversion, temptation, enticing and defiling; deception, lying, accusing and robbery; dominance, control, rebellion, false worship, occult and enslaving; destruction, murder, devouring, torment, fear and division. All these are Bible descriptions. 

The Invisible Opposition

It is the job of the Church having been rescued, Colossians 1.13,14, to then submit to God, and resist the devil through militant, intelligent spiritual warfare. 

War With a Warning

This is better done by the church, or by groups of dedicated intercessors than by individual believers, James 4.7; Romans 12.21; 1 Peter 5.9. This subject and this lesson is full of scholarly controversy and more than a little speculation, but we will make an attempt from Ephesians 6.12 to identify three levels of enemy forces and suggest some appropriate responses.

World rulers in a general, universal sense. 

Territorial spirits—the spiritual powers behind nations. 

Hosts of spiritual powers assigned personally against groups and individuals. 

Well known scholar Dr. Peter Wagner, discerns ground level evil—typically what was happening in Samaria, Acts 8.7; occult level evil—typically Simon the Sorcerer, or Elymas, Acts 8.9; 13.6, and strategic level evil—such as Artemis of Ephesus, the divine majesty, Acts 19.27.

Overcoming Invisible World Rulers

The word is Kosmokrator, a world lord (Vines) or powers of this dark age (NIV). A world lord grips whole populations in huge spiritual deceit. 'Kosmokrators' may promote the ‘anti-Christ’ spirit of Islam, or materialism, Hinduism, Buddhism and New Age. The chief world ruler is Satan himself, the strong man of Luke 11.21, and he is the model for all the lower ranks.

Decisions Are Spiritual Warfare 

In Matthew 4.1-11, Jesus overcame Satan by the spiritual warfare of uncompromising decisions. He refused the temptations to use his power to bless himself, and chose self-denial and sacrifice, 3,4.  He refused presumption mixed with human/satanic wisdom, and chose to act in a way that would bring honour to his Father, 5-7. He refused to take a short-cut past the Cross of Calvary and chose the will of God including suffering, to redeem others, 8-10. The devil went away and was finally defeated at the Cross by the same weaponry of uncompromising decisions. 

Overcoming Arche and Exousia 

These are the rulers and authorities of Ephesians 6.12 (NIV). They are the controlling prince-ipalities, powers and rulers over nations, regions and cities.  For example the unclean ‘spirit’ of Amsterdam. Japan's ‘principality’ promotes worship of the sun. One of San Francisco's spirits is homosexuality. Spain has an age old ‘spirit’ of religion, confusion and division. 
In Africa the ‘spirit’ of witchcraft is linked with a ‘spirit’ of grinding poverty. Job 38.7; Rev 12.7-9,4; Gen 1-7; 6,1-6; 11.1-9; 10.5; Deut 32.8; Psalm 82; Daniel 10.13, 20.

Daniel 10 gives us considerable revelation about the fight with principalities and powers and how constant prayer brings the necessary revelation and angelic help.

Overcoming the Evil Against You

Jesus resisted evil in society and he also often cast unclean spirits out of individuals with unreasonable behaviour. The Bible word is 'Poneria,' the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (NIV). Paul in Ephesians 6.10-14 also tells us a sure way to gaining and keeping our victory:

Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 

Actually wear God’s armour, for example actually speak truth which defends you and offends the devil. 

Resist the devil. 

Pray in the Holy Spirit 

Prayer in the name and authority of Jesus will break all ‘Poneria’ evil power, but the battle will be shorter and easier if the oppressed person will do the following:

Recognise that the cause is spiritual.
Repent of sins, turning away from them with God's help, and choosing to follow Jesus as Saviour and Lord.

Receive forgiveness in Jesus’ name and forgive everyone that has sinned, abused and hurt you in Jesus name.

Renounce Satan and all of his works.

Then remind Satan of Christ’s blood and his defeat by Jesus on the Cross.

Then you rebuke every evil spirit, command every demon to go and every curse be broken in Jesus name.

Lay hands on the person to refill their life with the Holy Spirit. Ask them to praise Jesus, and live in the Spirit and God’s word.

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Ireland

Operation World page 309
4,000,000 Celtic people, 92% Catholic, Protestants in decline
Major missionary sending nation.
11. An Apostolic Church

Apostles like good fishermen know to keep the nets in good shape
In Your Bible Read This: 2 Corinthians 10 & 11.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow-citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone, Ephesians 2.19-20.

Afterwards Talk about This 
Can the churches of today ever be restored to the New Testament pattern of apostolic ministry?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Be apostolic, go as a team to somewhere, like a village, school or prison that the gospel has not penetrated, and present God’s plan of salvation.

Written Diploma Work 
Discover how other churches and denominations are governed today and write the examples and Bible basis.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse: 1 Thessalonians 1.7-8.

Throughout the New Testament we find apostles mentioned around 80 times, so in the early church they were obviously key people, in fact ~

Apostles are ‘first’ in the Church, 1 Corinthians 12.28 

The Church is built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets, Eph. 2.20. 

Apostles and prophets have special revelation and insight from God, Eph.3.5, Jude 17. 

Churches should have their own apostles, 2 Peter 3.2. 

But are apostles for today or were they there at the beginning to establish the Christian movement? If they are for today, who are they and what do they do? 

What Do We Do?

Today we are often led by gifted administrators or pastors but if apostles are still God’s ‘first’ in the Church and one of its foundations, what should we do?

What Is an Apostle?

The word means a messenger, empowered to do a mission from God. It is not a rank, but a calling, a gifting and a function in the Church like any other.

Apostles in the New Testament 

Jesus, above all, Hebrews 3.1. 

The 12 original apostles of the Lamb, Mark 3.14-16, Acts 1.26; Rev 21.14 

The gift of the apostle, Ephesians 4.11; people like Paul, James, Barnabas, Timothy, Silas, Andronicus and Junias. 

The Bible does not say they were just for the first century. The fact that Christ has given the apostles to the Church to do a job that is far from complete, Ephesians 4.12-14, is evidence enough that apostles are still urgently needed today, as are all the other more familiar Ephesians 4.11 gifts.

What Does an Apostle Do?

Not every apostle does everything found in the New Testament but the apostolic function includes ~

Advancing the gospel, for example Paul’s many journey’s, and Peter’s visit to the uncharted territory of a Gentile’s house and family, Acts 10. 

Reaching the unreached peoples, Romans 15.20. 

Causing new evangelism to take place, Acts 19.10. 

Causing new churches to be planted, like Paul did all over Southern Europe. 

Being a wise master builder, knowing what to do, 
1 Cor. 3.10, 5.3; 6.4; 7.1, 8.1. 

  

Apostles Lay Firm Foundations of Christ, 1 Cor 3.11 

Of life in the Spirit, Acts 19.1, 8.14-17.

Of obedience to God, Roman 1.5. 

Of sound teaching, Eph 3, 2-21. 

Of good leaders, Acts 14.23, Titus 1.5. 

  

Being a father and a mother to the infant churches, encouraging through letters and visits, but never dominating, 2 Corinthians 11.28; 1 Thess 2.7,11. 

Challenging unhelpful traditions, as Paul resisted even Peter, Gal 2.11-14. 

Travelling to unite the Body as Paul did linking Jerusalem, Antioch and the new churches by his relationship. 

Demonstrating long term friendships and loyalties, working through relationships not structures and rankings, 1 Thess 1 5-7, 2.8; Phil 1.8, 4.10, 14-15; Acts 20.31, 18.11. 

How Do You Know Who Is an Apostle?

Apostles are called by God, and know it, and so do the people. They may acknowledge their calling, but they have no need to advertise their position as a ranking, which it is not, rather a place of high service. See Paul’s greetings that open most of his letters, and also see that apostles ~

· Are recognised by other church leaders, Acts 15.2, 4.

· Function and show the evidence of their calling not through a forceful, controlling personality but through the continual manifestation of the power of the Spirit, 2 Cor 11.6-13. 

· Have people as living proof of their ministry, 2 Cor 3.2-3. 

· Are anointed with power for ministry, 2 Cor 12.12. 

· Have proven God for themselves in a history of perseverance through hardship and opposition, 2 Cor 12.7-10; 1 Cor 4.9-13. 

Apostles Also Need a Home

Apostles in the New Testament are always seen at work in a missions team or with church elders in their home apostolic base. See Acts 15 and lesson 12.

What Is an Apostolic Base?

It is a model church, where apostles, teams and people gather together for Jesus and for each other. It is a launching pad and a resource centre of men money and materials for missions. It is a place of fellowship, renewal, accountability and support for apostolic people but never a pyramid ministry commanded by one ‘super-apostle’. 

Only when Paul’s team was away from their base at Antioch did they support and govern themselves, Acts 14.26-28.

Apostolic Bases in the Bible 

Jerusalem, Antioch, Ephesus and Thessalonica were much more than local churches. Typically they had ministry in Holy Spirit activity, prayer, evangelism, prophecy, doctrinal confer-ences and worship. There was plurality of leaders, live church and fellowship. They handled legal challenges, persecutions, strategy and sent apost-olic teams and help to the Jewish world, on into Samaria and out to the nations 

  

It is important that apostles learn at home and take the lessons away to others. An apostolic base should pass any examination and is somewhere for the team to point to, to invite people to learn from, and to be proud of. 

A House of Prayer for All Nations

Pray for Uzbekistan

Operation World page 570

24,000,000 in many ethnic groups

68% Muslim, 4% Orthodox

Islamic capital of Central Asia

Long history, recent independence.
12. A People's Church

The winning power of working together
In Your Bible Read This 
Acts chapter 22.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light, 1 Peter 2.9.

Afterwards Talk about This
In what practical ways could you all as a royal priesthood offer the
costly spiritual sacrifices that we have found in the Bible in this lesson?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Ask the Lord to direct you into a situation between now and next time
where you can do something that Jesus did. Then when it happens,
remember this lesson, make no excuses but step out in faith and in his mighty name.

Written Diploma Work 
Write down an explanation of what Jesus asked when he went
to the Father to make it possible for you minister
in the same way that he did, John 14.12.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse 
John 14.12.

Who Are You, Lord? 

This was the first question on Saul’s lips when he unexpectedly walked into God's glory as he was travelling to Damascus, Acts 22.8-10. As soon as Saul, later to be called Paul, understood that he was in the presence of the risen Lord Jesus, he asked a second question ~

What Shall I Do?

That same question is still upon the lips of many believers today who want to serve the Lord rather than follow worldly ambitions. Sadly, not everyone finds a way of expressing their faith because in some churches everything is done by the professional clergy or the paid leaders, leaving the people little to do except attend platform-led Sunday meetings and pay tithes and offerings without explanation of where it all goes. Instead of being mobilised the church is all too often paralysed. On the other hand, many pastors complain that there is no one to help them but fail to see the provision of God before them.

The Missions Force Is in the Pews

The missions force may well be in the pews but an army that does not march never conquers. In the history of the Church there are two clear peaks of amazing growth. You can find them in the first century and in the sixteenth century, in what is called the Reformation. 

At those times many of God's people not just the leaders were especially motivated and mobilised and went far and wide telling the good news even under fiery persecution. The army of God marched on in power and the world was shaken.

At some other times in history the clergy even refused to allow the people to read the Scriptures let alone express their gifts and faith. Even today God's very capable people can feel deeply frustrated if they are kept as onlookers, uncertain as how they might serve God as the sermons they frequently hear tell them to. History also teaches us that if that frustration boils over, or if an alternative presents itself, then an established church can quickly suffer loss. However the Bible teaches us about a better way altogether.

Every Member a Minister
The apostle Peter writes, "You also...like living stones are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God." 1 Peter 2.5; and see 9, too. The New Testament standard is the priesthood of all believers, not a professional priesthood and that unbiblical word - laity. And have you ever seen what Jesus said that believers can do, in Mark 16.16-18? 

Does This Mean that We Should Not Have Any Church Leaders? 

No, not at all. The Bible is very clear that God places leaders in the church, Ephesians 4.11,12, but their chief responsibility is to prepare and release the whole church into the ‘priesthood’ of service that God has planned in advance for each believer, Ephesians 2.10.

What then Does a Priest Do? 

He reflects the holiness of both God and of his High Priest, Jesus, 1 Peter 1.15; Hebrews 7.26; 10.10 

He intercedes before God for man. 

He represents God before man. 

Yes, of course that is the job of the clergy, but you can, and should still do, all of these things every day, being a priest to the people just where they are. 

What Else Can We Do as Priests? 

We can and should offer ‘spiritual sacrifices’, 1 Peter 2.5.

  

The Bible says that they are - 

Sacrifices of praise to God, Hebrews 13.15. 

Sacrifices of money or material goods, Philippians 4.18; Hebrews 13.16. 

Sacrifice of our body offered to God, Romans 12.1.

Sacrifices of doing good, Hebrews 13.16, Acts 10.38.

A well loved missionary was disappointed because he did not see many people healed or delivered when he prayed for them. When he prayed about this the Lord pointed out Acts 10.38 to him and suggested that if he did the first part first as Jesus did - that is going about doing good, then the second part about healing all the oppressed of the devil would follow. Sure enough when he gave himself to do simple acts of kindness then the Lord fulfilled his word with miracles.

Everyone Can at Least Do Good

Jesus did countless acts of kindness and Paul told Titus to tell the people to learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, Titus 3.8,14. See also Eph 6.8; 2.10, 4.12; Matthew 5.16 and James 2.14-26. 

Do You Have Faith in Jesus?

Then read what Jesus said in John 14.12. Jesus taught that whatever he did is exactly what anyone of us who has faith in him can do today, in his name.

What Did Jesus Do? 

Jesus spoke the truth and did ~ 
Twenty-three miracles of healing, 

Three times he raised the dead, 

Twice he fed thousands of people, 

He commanded nature, 

He paid taxes miraculously, 

Twice he provided catches of fish for food and for sale and storage, 

He provided wine for celebration. 

A wise church leader will help himself and bring great blessing and satis-faction to his people by making sure that every man and woman is trained to be like Jesus and then released under supervision to be a ‘minister’ either at home or a missionary further away. If he will do so then the whole army of God will surely march on in love and conquer all before, and the pastor will no longer have to do everything himself.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations 
Pray for Thailand 

Operation World page 530
60,000,000 people in Asia, Much corruption, immorality, drugs
93% Buddhist, only 1% Christians.
13. A Missionary Church

With Jesus in their lives people faraway 
will have hope, dignity and purpose
In Your Bible Read This 
Acts 11.19-30; Acts 20.1-6.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said,  "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them to, Acts 13.2.

Afterwards Talk about This 
If you have a vision from God, less people will perish.
What vision for the lost is there among you?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Form a team appoint a leader, and quickly organise for yourselves an event which will make use of the all the gifts and talents among you. Pray, plan and go out and do it.

Written Diploma Work 
Imagine yourself to be a pastor with a church of 80 people and you want to see world ministry beginning. Write your goals in a detailed paragraph for each one.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse 
Acts 8.4-8.

Missionary enterprise is best born in the local church, supported by an envisioned congregation and plants new churches wherever it goes. Your local church can be a world changing church with a world class ministry, and here is how.

What Is the Church?
Timothy Chen is the pastor in lesson 1 who taught 15 men every 2 months and together they saw over 100,000 new believers. He says that his churches in China are, "reservoirs of people in preparation for the Great Commission."

What Do You Need to Do to Launch the Church into World Ministry?

A Church Needs Proverbs 29.18 Vision 
because without a vision the people perish. Above all the senior leader needs to pick up God’s heart for a world of different people, and go see for himself, every year. What impresses him or her will impact the whole church.

You Need Leadership and Ownership
Recognise those who God is raising up for world ministry in prayer, giving or going. Give them responsibility and release them from all local work. That’s what "sent away" means in Acts 13.1-3.

You Need Wisdom for World Ministry
Pray like Paul in Col 1.9 for ongoing ‘sunesis’ which means the ability to put pieces together like a puzzle with Godly understanding and knowledge.

Partnership Is Wisdom
Involving the whole body on one hand, and working in partnership with other churches and missions is good ‘sunesis,’ because in unity the blessing is commanded. No one church can change the world or even an unreached people by itself. 

You Need to Set Goals with Dates 

Goals release energy and set direction. If you aim at nothing you will hit it every time, and decisions without dates are surely delayed. You need goals for ~ 

1) Prayer cover for missions, say a special hour or so once a week. 

2) Pastoral contact and care for vulnerable frontline missions workers. 

3) Awareness training for the church, say an information slot every Sunday. 

4) Giving and the creating of funds, with definite targets. The faith offering has proven very effective. This is where each member pledges a certain gift for missions to be paid over the following year as God provides in answer to their prayers, over and above their normal income. Business and missions have always been two peas in the same pod. 

5) Short-term mission trips, for visiting other cultures each year. 

6) Missionary sending, say at least a tithe, 1% of the church might go. 

You Need a Spirit-Led Strategy

In 1 Cor 3.10, Paul said he is a master builder, a "sophos architekton," that is a wise architect or planner who gets wisdom from God through the Word and the Spirit. What was that wisdom?

Paul’s Strategy for Mission
Paul’s missionary strategy was to go down the main roads to the main idolatrous cities, discover where and amongst which people group God was moving and work with them till they were saved, and mature and ministering themselves. His model foundation for missions had only two major parts ~

World Minded Mother Churches
In the Bible the only differences we see between churches are geographical ones like the churches of Jerusalem, Antioch, Philippi and Ephesus, who gave birth to and supported local and missions activities to spread the gospel. Antioch was Paul’s mother church. He was sent out from there and he returned there for much of his missionary career.

Apostolic Teams
"Apostolic," means sent by God not necessarily led by an apostle as even Paul was not recognised as such at this time. When God called him to go on his mission he formed a small apostolic team of three with its own clear strategy for the unreached, Acts 13.1. This was his practice from then on, and in Acts 20.4 men from different churches are working together in his mission. 

Twins of Church and Mission

The church was the church, and the mission was the mission, right from the beginning. The missionary team had the authority of a local church, in fact they were a travelling church. Once away Paul was very much on his own, supported by, but not controlled, by Antioch, Jerusalem or Philippi. The team had to be economically self-sufficient. Once on the road, they were self governing, self funding, and self propagating as they in turn formed new churches, schools and mission teams. 
One goal, two approaches.

Suggested Steps as God Guides 

1) A team goes, sees, spies and returns. 

2) The team prays a lot, then goes again, worships on site, talks to people, learns about them, and returns. 

3) The team now goes and stays. First of all the members learn the local ways and slide into to the new culture, adapting their message so locals understand. They begin to witness and win the new believers who they form into a church. 

4) The team disciples the new believers and as soon as possible appoints local elders. Then the church sends a team of locals to the next village and so the new church is a missionary church from day one. 

5) The last step is to hand over the new church to the local people and for the original team to go to the next place. 

This study continues in the next lesson

See also lesson: The Harvest Church
A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Pakistan

Operation World page 432
Nearly 145,000,000 Asian people, 97% Muslim, fundamentalist bias
Huge social, economic problems. Persecution of 2-3% Christians
Many unreached peoples.
14. A Sending Church

If you can't go yourself, send someone else in your place

In Your Bible Read This 
Philippians 4.14-20.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
Jesus said, " Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me,
I am sending you. And with that he breathed on them and said,
"Receive the Holy Spirit."

Afterwards Talk about This 
If you cannot go yourself for good and valid reasons, when will you begin to you send someone in your place and what will you do personally in the sending plan.

Something to Do before Next Time
Discover the postal or e-mail addresses of at least three people on the mission field and write a letter of encouragement to them. Don't put it off till later, a word now may save their ministry.

Written Diploma Work 
Write a leaflet, maybe three columns on two sides of paper, to explain what it means to properly send men and women into mission. Make sure it has a request for church members to respond saying what they would like to do. With permission distribute the leaflet in the church and churches, and see if the Lord will raise up a sending committee.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse: John 1.6.

1. Called to be Fishers of Men

Please read Mark 1.14-18 to summarise the passage Jesus said and is still saying that: The time has come, and - the Kingdom is near.

In God's calendar and according to His clock, now is always the time of God's salvation, and today is always the day of His salvation, 2 Corinthians 6.2. Jesus said, “Repent, believe and follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  Simon and Andrew responded by leaving their nets which were their means of making a living, and they followed Jesus, choosing to believe Him and become dependent upon Him and His word to them.

2. In the Kingdom Our Job Is to Be Fishers of Men

One fisherman with one rod and line can catch a fish from time to time.

However, let us learn from the methods of the world, who can be wiser than God’s people, Luke 16.8.

When fishermen get together and work as a team on a fishing boat, they catch many fish.

When fishing boats of different companies get together and work in partnership, they spread their nets over maybe 50 square kilometres.  When they pull in those nets they leave the ocean emptied of fish, and reap the great reward of working together. Jesus illustrated this in Luke 5.4-7. 

3.  Putting Out into Deep Waters, Because Jesus Says So

Please read Romans 10.9-14. In verses 9-13, we see how men and women can be saved from sin, from self, from Satan and from a lost eternity, and saved for Christ's Kingdom, for blessing, for hope in this life and for a certain future with the Lord in eternity after this life.  This is the wonderful good news of the gospel. However, in verse 14 the scripture then divides the whole human race into precisely three parts:

a. "They" who need to call on the name of the Lord

Meaning all the people called 'they' who need to call on the Lord who saves and richly blesses all who reach out to Him. 

Who are they? See Matthew 24.14 and 28.19 for an idea, and review lessons 17 and 18 to revise your learning about unreached people groups, although of course 'they' may live next door to your home or church.

b. Those who are called to go

Meaning the brothers and sisters in church who are called by God to "leave their country, their people and their father's household and go to the land that the Lord shows them," Genesis 12.1.

Those who are called to go 'they' (or them), who need to call on the Lord.

What will they do?

"How can they hear without someone preaching to them?"

You think you can't preach?

Remember Moses, Exodus 4.10-17.

Remember Isaiah, Isaiah 59.21.

Remember young Jeremiah, Jeremiah 1.9.

Remember young Amos, Amos 7.14,15.

Remember young Esther, Esther 4.14-16.

Remember Peter who denied Jesus before he was filled with the Holy Spirit, but afterwards see his boldness, Acts 2.14 onwards.

You can’t speak the language?

Remember St. Augustine's command when dismissing his workers to go into ancient Europe with the gospel, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature, and if you have to - speak as well!" Augustine understood that it is often more effective to preach the gospel with our lives laid down in humble, sacrificial service of others for no reward, before we ever need to speak.  We ourselves may be the only 'Living' Bible that some people ever see.

c. Those who are called to send

If you do not need to call on the name of the Lord for your salvation, and if you do not feel called to go, then you are called to send.

We send those who are called to go to 'they who need to call,' that is to the unreached peoples of the world.

In the military and especially in the air force, it is a fact that for every pilot flying in the front line battle, another 400 men and women are needed in the background to supply him with everything from food, to training, accommodation, communications and ammunition.

Sending is a vital call and not at all second-class or a secondary occupation.  Those who are called to go can barely live and function without a sending structure, and conversely those that have a sending structure behind them are able to function effectively and efficiently and for a long time.

A true story of two girls

Donna received the call of God to mission in her late teenage years. She shared this with her local church who advised her, prayed for her and did all they could for her through years of Bible training, short-term missions experiences and the learning of valuable medical skills.  When she was finally sent she left with a team of prayers, givers and pastors behind her.

Ann responded to the call of God in a church which showed little interest in her faith and vision.  When she went for training no mention was made, no prayer was prayed, no goodbye and God bless you was given, and no support was offered, except what might be given by people now and again. As she matured and won victories of faith, only God and her close colleagues on the field saw and applauded.

One girl was sent and one 'went.' One girl went through years of hard preparation with lots of hugs and care, and one girl went through years of hard preparation with agonies, loneliness, insufficiency, poverty and frequent despair. By the grace of God both girls have become superb missionaries and can look forward to a lifetime of being a blessing. Donna serves in East Africa and Ann's heart is for war-torn Eastern Europe.

Which girl was loved and which girl suffered, and why was that? 

4. What Does It Mean to Be a Sending Church?

When God calls people to go from your church, let's remember that sending into mission means much more than a goodbye service and a prayer. Neal Pirolo in his excellent book, "Serving as Senders" (ISBN 1-85078-199-0) teaches that a sending church will give this kind of encouragement:

Moral Support - positive encouragement for people to leave career, money-making, family and security to follow if Christ is calling.

Practical Support - the help that is needed to get men and women on their way, renting their home, overseeing their affairs and family left behind, packing their belongings and a thousand other ways too.

Financial Support - to keep and equip them on the field not in poverty and just enough, but with an adequate income to do the job.

Prayer Support - organised intercession to protect and bless them in life and work, not just a routine mention of them in the Sunday service.

Communications Support - regular letters, e-mails and parcels are vital to keep the missionary family in the church family as extensions of home, not amputations from home.

Re-entry Support - is very necessary to help missionaries re-adjust to home life on their breaks and when they finally return. It is a fact that coming home can cause far more culture-shock and stress than going!

5. Finally, let's overhear a conversation from Isaiah 6.1-8

Young Isaiah found himself in the Spirit, entering into the worship of heaven and facing the holiness of the Lord Almighty.  In such a presence he understood his own sinfulness and felt lost. Only after an angel had touched him could he recover, and then he overheard the conversation between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

"Whom shall I send, Who will go for us?"
We can imagine young Isaiah knocking on the door and saying, "Excuse me, Sir, I am sorry but I could not help but overhear what you were asking."

"Here am I, send me."
This was the voice and the words of young Isaiah 2,760 years ago, but if we listen carefully we will hear the same voice today, only this time it is the voice not of young Isaiah but of young Africa, young India and young South America. They have the same call, they offer the same response, they have the same hope - Send Me!

God said to young Isaiah - Go, and made it possible for him. Today God works through the Body of Christ—the Church, whose responsibility it is to recognise those who are called to go, and to send them. Oswald Smith, renowned author of A Passion for Souls and the pastor of People's Church in Toronto, which years ago sent hundreds of people into world mission said, 

"If you can't go yourself, for God's sake send someone else in your place."  

They did and went into the history books of the 20th century.

The truth is that a local church is not limited to sending it's own members into mission to those who need to call upon the Lord.  It can adopt a missionary from another church and work in partnership with them as do the fishermen in the boats.  It can adopt a missionary from Africa, from Asia or from Latin America and work together in partnership. One small local village church, Riverside in England:

· Sent Philippe in Burkina Faso -  and thousands heard the gospel.

· Sent John in India - and a new unreached tribe was discovered.

· Sent Samuel in India - and now Jesus is preached in the jungles.

Jesus said and still says, “The time has come, the Kingdom is near. Repent, believe, follow me - and I will make you fishers of men.” Will we allow Him to do so by sending men and women to go and preach to those they who need to call upon the Lord?

To Close Pray for The World's
Most Unreached Peoples

Pray that they will hear, believe and call upon the name of the Lord.

Pray that men and women will sacrificially go to them with love of God and with words. 
Pray that churches will rise to the sacrificial challenge of sending them properly.

15. A World Changing Church

Is your temple a house of prayer or a den of robbers?
In Your Bible Read This: Mark 11.12-17; Isaiah chapter 56.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations,
but you have made it a den of robbers, Mark 11.17.

Afterwards Talk about This 
Discuss for a while all the things that would ever stop you from making
regular intercession on behalf of the nations? Are there any robbers attacking
your prayer life? Who are they and what can you do about them?

Something to Do before Next Time 
Make a list of nations and peoples whom you will commit yourself to pray for one at a time, at a regular time each day. See the map of unreached peoples on page 140.  hat can you discover about these places? A school geography book may help, or the newspaper or the TV news.

Written Diploma Work 
Draw or copy by hand a world map. Write or underline the names of major countries and as many small ones as you can.

Meditate on This Passage: Habbakuk 2.14.

Did you know that one day Jesus was provoked to righteous anger? It happened when he found God’s house being used as a market place rather than as a centre of blessing for the nations.

A Welcoming Home for All Nations

Back in Old Testament days, God wanted his house, the temple in Jerusalem, to be a place where people from all nations could come and pray to him with joy. His people, the Jews, as well as the foreigner and even the socially excluded were to be welcome. 

When Isaiah said ‘all nations’ it would have been quite a shock for the Jews as they jealously kept everyone else out of the Temple. But God’s heart was bigger than theirs, as big as the whole world! See Isaiah 56.6-8.

The Church today exists in every country on the earth. Worship from earth is becoming like the worship in heaven where people from every nation, tribe and language already sing to Jesus before the throne of God, Revelation 7.9-10.

From All Nations to All Nations 

Jesus said that God’s house was to be a house of prayer for, that is on behalf of, all nations. So people from all nations can still enter with joy and pray for people of all nations to be blessed, Mark 11.17. 

  

Ethnos Is the Key Word 

In the language of the Bible the word for nations is ‘ethnos’ which means not political nations but groups of people who have a common bond like language or culture. This focuses our prayers on even the smallest tribe. In most nations you will find many ethnos. For example a Burkina Faso passport may actually cover a Mossi, or a Lobi, or a Gurunsi, a Fulani, all ‘ethnos,’ within the one geographical and political nation which was artificially formed by colonial powers last century.   

My God, and God of All the Earth 

God is personal to me and to you but don’t forget that he so loved the world. 

Consider too that God sent his Son to save the world of people, John 3.16,17. 

Christ came in to the world, John 1.9. 

The field is the world, Matthew 13.38. 

Are Nations In the Bible?

Yes, around 580 times, so we understand that God often considers the nations. See Genesis 12.3, Romans 4,17-18, Gal 3.8. Nations are a spiritual battleground, Ephesians 6.12. Our job is to go and make disciples in all the nations and that job will be finished, Matthew 28.19, Revelation 5.9; 7.9-10. World evangelism is the key to the date of Christ’s return, and he will then bring justice to the nations, Mat 24.14,12.18. Nations will always retain their identity, and ultimately there is much needed healing for the nations. Rev 22.2, 21.24. 

Where Is the Temple Today? 

We no longer have to go to Jerusalem because Paul reveals that today God’s temple is found in our lives, 1 Cor 6.19. So, is our life a house of prayer for all nations or a den of robbers? 

What Is a Den of Robbers? 

It is whatever, or whoever, robs you of God’s passion for a world of people. 

In Jeremiah 7.1-11 the robbers were religion and ritual, injustice, idolatry, indifference to the foreigner and to the  poor. Jesus noticed that the love of making money was another robber. 

Finding Faith to Pray for the Nations

Can we believe that prayer will make any difference to God’s plans for the nations? Let us see some examples ~

Abraham 

The Lord is about destroy two wicked cities but Abraham finds out and intercedes several times to save the people in them. He finds the Lord very willing to respond, Genesis 18, 17-33. 

Amos 

When Amos saw God was calling for judgement upon Israel, Amos cried out, praying, "Sovereign Lord, forgive! How can Jacob survive? He is so small! So the Lord relented." Amos 7.2-6. 

Daniel 

Daniel knew in his heart that it was time to pray for the nation, so he did. God gave him a very swift answer, 9.2-23. 

And In Modern Times, Too 

Jesus also expects us to know the signs and the times, Matthew 16.3. The allied victory in World War Two, and the fall of communism have both been linked to years of dedicated, and carefully recorded, continual prayer warfare by Rees Howells, Samuel Howells and intercessors at Swansea Bible College in Wales, among others worldwide of course. 

Prayer Shapes the End Times

In Revelation 5.8 and 8.1-5, the Bible reveals that the conclusion of human history is in the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ. We discover that the events of the end times and the prayers of God’s people are linked together. There is silence in heaven to offer the prayers of God’s people and then the final, terrible seventh seal of judgement is opened.

It is said that history belongs to the intercessors. In the name of Jesus we have authority over Satan to thwart his plans, pull down his strongholds and release his captives. Our prayers change our world, open closed doors, make resistant people receptive, and put down and raise up leaders.

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Israel
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6,000,000 Jews and Arabs. God’s ancient people.
Fulfilled prophecy by returning home.
In crisis but still expecting their Messiah.
Christianity heavily frowned upon.
16. A Revival Church

It's a great day when revival hits the church
In Your Bible Read This 
Isaiah 35, Acts 8.4-8.

Here Is Your Memory Verse 
Repent then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out,
that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, Acts 3.19,20.

Afterwards Talk about This 
Does revival just mean more and longer meetings? What effect should revival have on the community?

Something to Do before Next Time  

Read through all the references to the book of Acts and see for yourself what happened. Can you find any more reports of church growth? How did the revivals begin? Did something special like a miracle or a healing catch the people’s interest?

Written Diploma Work 
Find out by asking others or reading in a book about a revival.
Write no more than two pages on what happened.

Meditate Word by Word on This Verse: Psalm 85.6.

In recent years God has been gracious to his people and sent many waves of renewal to every part of his Church that would welcome his Holy Spirit. Renewal brings a welcome refreshing to believers but it is not the same as revival, although it may be the first breeze of that strong wind of the Spirit that brings true revival.

What Is Revival?

However it begins and whatever restoration it may bring to believers and backsliders alike, revival can only be said to have come when men and women who have not previously believed turn to Christ in great numbers and glorify God.

Read about Revival in Acts 

Three thousand people added. 

The Lord added daily to their number. 

The number of men grew to 5,000. 

The number of disciples increased rapidly. 

Crowds heard Philip, saw miracles, evil spirits came out, cripples were healed, great joy in the city. 

The Church was strengthened, encouraged by the Holy Spirit, grew in numbers, lived in fear of God. 

A great number of people believed. 

All were seized with fear, the name of Jesus was held in high honour, confessed evil deeds, burned books on sorcery. 

See how many thousands have believed. 

In this century there have also been outbreaks of revival in East Africa, Indonesia, China, Wales, Scotland, Argentina and in America. See Acts 2.41; 2.47; 4.4; 6.7; 8, 4-8; 9,31; 11.21; 19, 17-20; 21.20.

Why Does Revival Come?

There is no doubt that the sovereignty of God, that is his sole right to choose times and places of visitation, has been responsible for mighty times of revival.

Who has understood the mind of the Lord or instructed him as his counsellor? Isaiah 40.13; I say, My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please, Isaiah 46.10.

On the other hand the Bible encourages us that God will respond to the heart cries of his people, in intercession, invitation and preparation. 

Prepare the way for the Lord, 

make straight in the wilderness, a highway for our God, Isaiah 40.3. 

  

Prepare the way for the people. Build up, build up the highway. 

Remove the stones. Raise a banner for the nations, Isaiah 62.10 

How Can We Prepare the Way?

By Desiring God above All Else 

More than the air we breathe we must long for his glory, his ways and his righteousness. A desperation that fills our heart, our soul, mind and strength. As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you O God, My soul thirsts for God, Psalm 42.1. 

  

By Giving Holy Spirit Total Freedom 

There was no harder city on earth than Jerusalem. After all it was the very place where they had just killed Jesus. Yet Holy Spirit chose to fall there on the day of Pentecost, and he did things that no one had ever seen before. If we dare to insist that revival can only come in the way we are comfortable with Holy Spirit may well pass us by, Acts 2, 1-12. 

  

By Having a Passion for Souls 

When our hearts beat in tune with God’s heart and when what breaks God’s heart also breaks our heart then we will struggle with normal church life. The destiny of lost souls will occupy our prayers at whatever inconvenience. Says the Lord, I will search for the strays, I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, Ezek. 34.16

  

By Having a Love for One Another 

Jesus said that by this will all men know you are my disciples, and he prayed that we all be one so that the world may believe, John 13.35, 17.21-23.

  

By Dealing Seriously With Sin 

People avoid the issue but we should beg to be forgiven for the pain we cause God, each other and to ourselves by unholy living. Deep repentance with restitution before a holy God is a sign of true revival. In days gone by when Jonathan Edwards preached, strong men would grip the pillars of the church for fear of falling alive into hell. When George Whitfield preached rivers of tears flowed on miner’s black faces. 

  

By Living in the Fear of a Holy God 

Lest he should break out against us as he did more than once in Bible days. Believers should be a people set apart by a purity of life and a tongue never curses or accuses another, especially another believer, Psalm 51.10-13. 

  

By Prevailing in Prayer to the God Who Answers by Fire 

If my people, who are called by name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land, 2 Chronicles 7.14, 1 Kings 18.37-39. 

A Prayer of Habakkuk the Prophet

Lord, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy, Habbakuk 3.2.

 

A House of Prayer for All Nations
Pray for Tunisia
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9,000,000 North African peoples

Christian stronghold in the 1st century

Now in great need of revival

99.5% Muslim, 0.25% Christian.
How to Open Your Own School
Without spending a lot of money
 

If you have seen the list of studies we hope that you feel excited about the possibilities of adding a training school to your church, cell group or mission. It's a decision that you would never regret. What shall you do next?  Here are some of the answers, but remember that the promise of God is that if you will acknowledge Him in all your ways, He will direct your paths. See Proverbs 3.5-6.

We are ready to help you to start a 2 Timothy 2.2 style training centre, because we know how very cost-effective this model of training can be. You may e-mail us to share your plans and ask for advice.

Frequently Asked Questions

Do we need a separate Bible School building?

Many people think that a Bible School has to be a special building with a Cross on the top. The structure of this course helps you to avoid such big expenses because it is designed to be done in a home, in a hall or even under a shady tree, with minimum expenses. This is particularly important for people who live in countries where Christians are persecuted or poor. Did you know that for the first 400 years after Jesus died and rose again that the believers had neither church buildings nor Bible School buildings, yet the church grew very fast.

The 2 Timothy 2.2 principle is very effective

One man teaches a small group of say 10 people, in a home.

So 11 people know the word of the Lord.

Each of the ten passes on the learning to 10 others, in his home.

Now 111 people have heard the word of the Lord.

Each of the 100 meet with ten others to teach them in a home.

Now 1,111 people have been learning, at almost no cost.

This is called Training by Multiplication, and although the figures can differ, the principle works all over the world, and succeeds. See also Lesson: A Discipling Church
Who should come and learn?
God will guide you as the pastor-teacher as you pray, but look for enthusiastic, thoroughly converted men and women of all ages and backgrounds who know that God is calling them to serve Him. Loyalty is worth very much more than education or riches, so ask God for people who will become your friends. Pray for people who will come and share your vision and sufferings, joining you in the work, serving under your supervision. Say no, or maybe next year, to people that you feel unsure about after prayer. Trust the witness of God’s Spirit to your spirit, He is never wrong.

Remember that Jesus chose only 12 people to be his close disciples
You do not necessarily need to have more. Choose a few to begin with, the right people and that is fine. More will come as word spreads and that gives you time to become more proficient in teaching and caring for them, and to raise up some of your first students as assistants for the next course.

How should I start?
Study these notes very carefully until you understand them in your heart. They will teach you the simple principles that Jesus and Paul used to see the early church grow by 'multiplying'.

Pray to discover the best start up time.

Meanwhile study the course yourself.

Then like Jesus, after much prayer.

You choose and invite your disciples.

Agree the best time to meet.

All of these have been tried in different countries and they work:
Once a week for two years, that is 2 x 13 week terms + 1 x 14 week term with a 3 week break at Christmas, a 3 week break at Easter and a 6 week break at harvest time.

Or 2 lessons a week for 1 year.
Or 2 months in, 2 months back home.

You decide what is best for you.

How do I run a class?

Prepare your lesson in advance. If you do not, they will all know! 
Allow two hours for each session.

Photocopy the lesson notes in advance, or students must take their own notes if they can write, or work hard to remember if they cannot.

Be a House of Prayer for All Nations. Always begin with worship, praise and prayer, Psalm 100.

As part of your worship and training make time for intercession for the nation that is given in each lesson. A different student each time can come prepared to lead the prayer and give more information about the nation.

Then learn the memory verse together. It’s a good habit.

Take turns to practice reading the Bible passages out loud.

Teach the lesson in your language always taking time to find and read the Bible verses referred to. See the notes on how to teach.

Afterwards let the people discuss what they have learned. Be careful to only guide and never dominate the conversation. A suggestion to start the talking is contained in each lesson.

Explain the practical assignment to the students. Graduation in this course is by achievement not by academic ability or memorisation of the teaching. 

Do not allow any student to go on to the next lesson until they have done their practical work, unless they have a very good reason, such as illness. Each student must keep a record in a notebook of what they have done, the date, and the result, always initialled by you each week when you see it.

The meditation is to do at home to unlock the treasures in God’s word.

Explain the written homework for the students who want to qualify for the diploma. You should mark and return the work which should then be kept safe and clean for later use.

Above all enjoy the Lord, enjoy being with each other and enjoy learning God’s word. Don’t be too serious and sober. Laugh a little, eat and drink together as friends.

5. How much should the people pay?
This course comes to you free, so, as Jesus says, "Freely you have received, freely give." Matthew 10.8. Of course the students should pay for expenses and their notes but please do not sell the Word of God. 

6. Will this kind of training work?
In 1983, Miguel Diez and his wife prayed, and began to preach to street people in their town in Spain. Drug addicts, prostitutes and criminals were saved and Miguel then taught them these same principles of Discipleship, Evangelism, Serving God, and Kingdom Economics. The new disciples worked to bring in money for their group, witnessing day and night. 

Today when many Spanish churches still have only 50 members, Miguel has over 36,000 people, with missions in 56 nations. John Joseph in India is seeing the beginnings of similar results as his young men take the lessons back to the jungles and the rural villages. 

Does it work? After almost 20,000,000 hits on this website since 1999, there are now many schools springing up all over the world. The testimonies are many. It works, and it will for you as well. 

7. How do I teach the people?

The worst thing you can do is stand at the front and speak for an hour 
When a person only hears a lesson he remembers very little of it, maybe 25%, and often less. When people see something that interests them, they remember maybe 50%, or more. When a person learns by doing something themselves, they remember nearly everything, and never forget it. 

Concentrate on this!
People generally cease to concentrate after about twenty minutes, so have regular pauses and breaks. Ask people to tell each other what they have just learned. Get them, to stand, pray, stretch or walk about to restore the concentration level. Creativity is crucial. 

Enjoy your time together
Have breaks after each session to talk and have coffee, soft drinks or tea. Find some biscuits, give out some sweets during the lesson. You will soon make friends. 

Vary the teaching methods
Outrageous examples are never forgotten. Involve the people to the maximum. Let the students do drama sketches, sing or mime to illustrate your points. Use a blackboard to draw lots of diagrams, pictures and charts. Draw maps, pictures and bring objects to illustrate your lesson. Use music from cassettes, video, slides or films if you can. Get the students to work in small groups or to debate topics. 

Above all, practice 2 Timothy 2.2 and arrange for those who have learned from you to go and repeat the lesson to another group, and encourage that group to go and tell others. In this way the word spreads widely and grows in power.

Who Am I?

Dear Student and Reader,

I have no church position, pulpit, religious title or salary. I speak about Jesus only from time to time in the local village church we attend in my own country, but my friends, my colleagues and my former students have taken responsibility for many thousands of people, most of them poor by anyone’s standards, in many countries of the world.

I was born and still live in the West, but sometimes I wonder if that wasn't one of God’s rare mistakes, not that he ever makes any of course. I rarely leave my family that I love for longer than two weeks away yet I delight in spending nearly every waking moment serving in Latin America, in Africa, in India or even further away where no-one else ever seems to go to.  All by means of the Internet, telephone, fax and mail.

A very long time ago, I was a businessman with a big house and a big car, but now my greatest friends, to whom I would trust my life, are among the forgotten peoples of the world. Once upon a time I drank too much, treated people very badly, made many mistakes and thought nothing of it. Then in 1977 Jesus met with me; he saved me, healed me, set me free from innumerable vices and habits, filled me with his Spirit and called me to serve him. This I have done for twenty-five years by the grace of God alone, and with the help of my family and a small circle of dear friends from different churches. If you wish you can find out a bit more from this page: http://www.dci.org.uk/main/findout.htm 

The lessons in this book are my own notes. They have been a blessing to me and I hope they are to you as well. The mistakes are mine alone; forgive me please, I am still a learner and willing to be corrected. 


Together with my wife and my children we send you our greetings with our prayers, only asking that you will pray for us also.

Who am I? I am yours, because of Jesus,

A fellow servant
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

A MANUAL FOR STUDENTS, COURSE LEADERS AND PASTORS


For the free School of Mission lessons.

Every known question with our answers

The School of Mission Network
© 1985-2010 The DCI Foundation England 
In association with churches and denominations worldwide
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1. For individual students and personal at home study

How do I begin ? How much does this Course cost ?

Nothing at all.  It is free, no catches, no small print, no credit cards. Free.

This version of the School of Mission and our time to help you get started is free. A similar course, not ours, in the UK costs at least £2,500 / $4,000 plus a similar amount for accommodation and meals so you know how valuable this free gift is. At no time will anyone from DCI World Christians ask you for money, credit card numbers, cheques or fees to pay for these studies. If they do, they are not from DCI World Christians and you should never pay anyone for these study materials.

Can you send me the lessons by post ?

We are sorry but we cannot do this because the cost of printing and posting thousands of packages would be very costly and we could never offer you the teaching free of charge. You can collect all the lessons in about 10 minutes and print them out one at a time as you need them.

Can I do this Course by correspondence ?

We are sorry, but we could never handle thousands of lessons coming in from all over the world. The answer is to find a local supervisor, see below.


Do I have to enrol for the School ?

No, not at all.  There is no application form, we will accept you as our student and we will help you. These are the studies from our original School of Mission in England. The materials are free for everybody, of all ages, male and female, poor or rich, younger or older and of all colours, races and backgrounds. This Course is our gift to you. The studies are also being taught in hundreds of churches and classes all over the world.

What do I do first in each study lesson ?

As long as all the work gets done, it is not important which order you choose. The main study material on each page is to get you searching and thinking about the subject. We then emphasise the lesson with scripture readings and conversation. We give you a short essay to write and we ask to you to actually do something practical that will help you to turn the learning into experience.

Approach each lesson in the way that suits you best, but if I can make a suggestion why not try this:

1. The Bible readings to set the context.

2. The actual study.

3. Memorise the verse.

4. Meditate on the given verse.

5. The written work.

6. The practical project.

7. The conversation.

8. Don't forget the two prayer times, beginning and end.

Please bear in mind that if you are doing the Course as an individual, which is just great, some of these items, like the 'Talk about this . . .' are really designed for small group use.  Maybe your family and friends will be pleased to hear what you have discovered.  You do not have to do everything at once, people often complete a study over a week.

Can I take just one section of the study programme ?

Yes, of course, please help yourself to as many or as few of the studies as you wish.  In you are doing the whole course we don't mind in which order you handle the lessons. You can take things in order from number one in the list of studies, or you can begin in the section that interests you the most. 

Must I do the practical and written assignments ?

No, not at all but you will gain the maximum benefit if you do so. Some people only do the main section as a personal devotional. In some cases people simply cannot write well in English or even in their own language, and in some repressive countries if students try and do the practical projects they could end up in prison. We do not want that to happen.

As an alternative to our practical projects you could speak to your Pastor, and ask if he or she will employ you in similar church activities for two hours for each study. If you are studying for a Certificate then you should maintain a list of jobs done and hours taken. This was always acceptable in our own school.

Do I need to buy books and how much will they cost ?

The only book you will need is a Bible in your language.

How long does it take to complete the Course?

We suggest that all the studies, assignments and practical work should be completed within a maximum period of two years, which is more than ample. Many people do one lesson a week, and do every part thoroughly. Others but do a study every three or four days. One study a day would be ridiculous cramming and of no lasting benefit. You need to give yourself space and time for the Bible content to go past your mind and take root in your heart and spirit, and you need time to do the assignments.  There is no benefit at all in rushing through the studies, and haste will make a disciple.

Can I get a diploma ?

Will you issue a diploma for me from England ?

We are sorry, originally we tried to offer this but it soon became clear that we could never handle the verification of thousands of applications from all over the world. We will show you how to gain or issue a credible diploma in your location.  See the special diploma section below.

How can I receive a diploma ?

It is not difficult. For example, most churches, missions and Bible Schools that are using these studies issue their own Diplomas to successful students. These are very acceptable to churches, authorities, employers and officials in their local area because they can be verified on the spot. 

STEP ONE: If you are willing to work through every part of each lesson and take the exam at the end and wish to receive a diploma then before you start you should speak to your pastor or church/mission/cell/school leader, explain the Course and ask if he or she would be willing to issue you with a diploma if you complete this Course properly under supervision. Most leaders and ministers are more than willing than help and feel thrilled to meet a member who is hungry to know God's word. Churches and Bible Schools will often adopt this Course and run it once they see what it is.

STEP TWO: You will need to find a legitimate supervisor who will read and mark your written work, listen to your reports of the practical work, talk things through with you and keep your records and registers.  It is he or she that will present your results to the pastor or leader. 

STEP THREE: At the end of your studies either your local church or mission leader or a similar professional must examine your work and your supervisor's records.  Then if your work is up to standard the church or organisation should issue you with a credible diploma usually as part of a Sunday service or cell group meeting. Often churches and Bible Schools have a special Graduation Ceremony for their students.

Who could be my supervisor ?

We suggest that supervisors can be, for example - pastors, elders, assistant pastors, missionaries, retired church or missions leaders, parents, cell or home group leaders and retired folk as long as they are mature believers, responsible, people of integrity who know their Bible and who will spend time talking and praying with the student. We think that one man or woman can handle up to 6 students, more or less. See the section below for supervisors.

If you could get a few friends to study together, and a church leader to approve your meeting, and a competent person to supervise you, then you have a new School of Mission under way and you can issue your own diplomas. See the section below for advice about this.

2. FOR PASTORS, LEADERS AND SUPERVISORS

    SPECIALLY FOR SCHOOL OF MISSION COURSE LEADERS

Question: How does the School of Mission work best ?   

Answer: The EAPTC model in Nairobi, Kenya

When Korean missionary Paul Lee came to Nairobi some years ago he opened a traditional Bible School which although it was good, it did not achieve the hoped for results in terms of many graduates going on to plant new churches and engage with cross-cultural mission.

Five years ago Paul changed to the discipleship-based DCI School of Mission and since then graduates have opened more than 60 new churches and Schools of Mission in Kenya, more than 40 in Uganda and others in Burkina Faso, Malawi and Sudan.  The School of Mission in Malawi has just had its first graduation and one student is already in the process of opening the training in Botswana.

Paul Lee's goal is to open 10,000 new churches and Schools of Mission across all Africa, and worldwide. He is well on the way.

This is how the EAPTC School of Mission in Nairobi works:

1. Applications are taken for the next course.

2. A simple selection procedure of up to 15 students per course takes place.

3. The School of Mission programme is offered part-time, daily for six months, in any available room, no expensive special facilities needed. The atmosphere is outward looking to unreached peoples and the nations, and the expectancy is that many students will go and open a new School elsewhere, form a new church around it, or at the very least return to their home churches as better equipped men and women to serve the pastor.

4. Graduation. Every graduate is officially authorised to repeat the training in another location. In effect the student becomes the teacher. A copy of the School materials is  made available for purchase at cost price. This is the key to growth.

5. The graduates return to their home church. The home church becomes a mother church by sending out the graduate to repeat the School of Mission in another urban or rural locality, or over the border in another country.

The process then repeats . . .

1. The new free School of Mission is advertised by word of mouth.

2. Applications come in, students are selected.

3. The new School repeats the programme part-time in 6 to 24 months. 

The graduate has become the director/teacher/pastor. The free training inevitably brings about prayer, outreach, worship and fellowship which is consolidated into a daughter church which is supported by the mother church.

Graduation Day. Graduates are authorised to repeat the training in another location. Again some students go and become the next teachers/pastors.

"In this way the word of the Lord spreads widely and grows in power" (Acts 19.20) which is the vision of the original School of Mission back in 1987, in England.

6. Meanwhile the Nairobi School of Mission at EAPTC holds another course . . . see step one.

Evangelical Alliance for Preacher Training and Commission

c/o GMK, P.O. Box 3774, Nairobi 00506, Kenya. Internet: www.eaptc.org

From Dr. Les Norman, the founder of the Schools of Mission network:

If you are the leader of an existing School of Mission or just thinking about starting one and joining the network, I urge you to adopt and adapt this model from Kenya because the results are truly outstanding, and I have seen them for myself.

How can I open a School of Mission?

Can I open a new Training School with your materials ?

Can my existing Training School use your materials ?

Yes, to both questions. All the studies and any advice you need are our gift to you free of charge. We will do all we can to help you.

How do I issue a credible diploma ?

This next section is exclusively for Bible School, Mission and Church Leaders who have been approached by a student or his or her supervisor to request approval and covering for a forthcoming course of studies with the hope that the church, mission, school or organisation will issue a diploma at the end of the course of studies and after the examination provided.

At the end of the Course of Studies it is normal and expected by successful students that they will receive a Diploma or Certificate. Some leaders may also wish to present students with interim awards after every section of studies in order to affirm and encourage them. A proper Certificate rewards the students perseverance and diligence and it is an asset for them to add to their CV and to present to prospective employers, church leaderships, and to colleges of higher education.

In order for a certificate to be credible it needs to be issued correctly. This page will help the leadership to reward their students with a valuable qualification.

A student should be presented with two items:

The Certificate. 

The Transcript, which is an explanation and validation. 

The Certificate

Do not publish a copy of your certificates on the Internet as unscrupulous people will make copies and sell them on the streets. This diminishes the value and credibility of the genuine certificates.

It is easy to make your own certificates. On a PC both Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher, Corel, Serif and so on all have ready-made templates with fancy borders that you can use. Just add your words, the layout of your choice, and the names of your students and print, preferably with a colour printer. A certificate does not have to be complex or expensive. You can buy ready made blank certificates at major stationery and paper suppliers in most large towns worldwide. One make is Decadry. 

You may call your award a Certificate or Diploma of Biblical Studies if you wish. It should contain the title, a confirmation that <your student’s name> has satisfactorily completed a supervised course of studies supplied by Dr. L H Norman at The DCI World Christians Network, England from <date> to <date> and has passed the Course examination, (with merit, or honours as necessary).

The Certificate should be signed in ink by two officials, dated, rubber stamped front and rear, and if a red wax or plastic seal can be attached to the front, so much the better. It should be presented in a hard Certificate holder or clear plastic folder or envelope to keep it clean.

The Transcript

This is the validation for the Certificate and should be type-written on headed paper, each page rubber-stamped and initialled or signed by the pastor or School Principal. Anything less than this will be treated with suspicion by any examining body in the future. A second original should be kept by the School.

The transcript must contain the following:

1. Students full name, address, passport or ID card number and date of birth.

2. Students passport-size photo, glued to the page, rubber stamped over the edge.

3. Title of Course and Dates of Course.

4. Location of course, and name of the Course Leader or School Principal.

5. Name and full contact details for the student’s supervisor. 

6. List of all titles studied. See below for a ready made list to copy.

7. Confirmation of number of essays submitted with average mark gained.

8. Confirmation of number of practical assignments completed. 

9. Date of Examination and the actual result. 

10. Source of study material which is Dr. Les Norman, Th.D, M.Ph, DCI World Christians, PO Box 5091, Nottingham NG25 0DH, England.

11. The academic valuation.

This will be understood by a College or Higher Education or a University who may or may not allow academic credits to be considered towards a course of further study offered by them. Please note that no guarantee whatsoever should be given to any student that any University or College will automatically accept the values awarded by this Certificate or any other from an outside institution. However many colleges will certainly take these studies into account, especially with a credible transcript to accompany them.

"Dr. Les Norman, Th.D, M.Ph, of DCI World Christians in the UK, confirms that if the full Course were completed on their premises and under their supervision the actual classroom and study time would be as follows:

85 lessons at 1.5 classroom or study hours each = 127.5 hours. 

85 written assignments at 3 hours each = 255 hours. 

85 practical assignments at 2 hours each =170 hours. 

Total classroom and assignment clock hours = 552 hours. 

The 552 total hours equals 34 credit hours. 

Therefore the academic valuation of this Certificate of Biblical Studies is said to be 34 semester credits."

This last section was exclusively for Bible School, Mission and Church Leaders who have been approached by a student or his or her supervisor to request approval and covering for a forthcoming course of studies with the hope that the church, mission, school or organisation will issue a diploma at the end of the course of studies and after the examination provided.

Please write to Dr Les Norman for any further advice or clarification: support@dci.org.uk 

Does a Diploma provide any academic credits ?

It is impossible to guarantee that any academic institution will accept outside certificates but many colleges and universities will certainly take your certified work into consideration. For example, a valid diploma issued that proceeds from these studies will be taken into account by New Covenant International University in the USA in applying for credits towards their Higher Studies. NCIU have a website and e-mail contact in English at www.newcovenant.edu 

Do graduates become pastors automatically ?

Pastor is a gifting from God that is sdeen and recognized not a title or a rank that is awarded by men.

Have your students done the written work, the practical projects and the exam ?  The students need to think, pray, write and do what Jesus did. Please do not graduate students who have only sat through the lessons or give them the title of pastor. Let them earn a church's recognition by doing what Jesus did.  

Can we have diplomas from the UK ?
Each School of Mission should prepare its own diploma in its own language, signed by local leaders who can be contacted if there is any doubt in the future when the graduates show their diploma. Nobody will believe that a diploma from the UK in the hands of a village pastor is a genuine document so local signatures are very important.

Do the students need to be formally supervised and examined ?

Yes - if your church or Bible School wishes to offer a credible diploma at the end of the Course. You will need to keep meticulous records to be able to verify any enquiries about a student at a later date, for example from an employer or University admissions office.

No - if people are taking the studies for their own enjoyment and personal growth as in a weekly Bible Study meeting at church.

What do we do if we don't have enough supervisors in our church?

Well, why not think about asking for help from another church, maybe even from a very different kind of church altogether.  Working together with other churches is very healthy and iron sharpens iron as the proverb says. Retired people, retired pastors and missionaries are often also very willing to help.

How can our own school or church issue credible certificates ?

If you are a School or Church Leader see the page of full information on how to issue credible certificates.

Can I call my new school a DCI School?

Thank you for your confidence but for legal reasons, it will be better for you if you use your own name in your own language. Using the name of this network without authorisation and permission may bring you problems and unwanted interest from officials. You may of course say that you are using materials and studies supplied by The DCI Trust in England.

Specially For Teachers and Supervisors

What does a supervisor have to do?

A supervisor reads and marks students lessons, and most of all takes a friendly interest in the student.  

Supervisors have to report to the pastor or leader at the end of the course and so they must keep the following simple but careful records:

(1) A register of the studies that a student has completed, with the date, and a signature to say he or she is satisfied that the student has learned the subject.

(2) A register of the written work that is part of each study with the date and with comments about the quantity and quality of work. The student must keep his work safe ready for later examination if necessary. 

Here is a guide to marking:

Because this Course is used worldwide among people who have English as their second or third language we keep the marking plan very simple. The same marking guide can be used for the examination.

A = 80% -100% Truly outstanding work, only awarded sparingly. Supervisors should only award an A or an A+ in the case of an extraordinarily good piece of work, otherwise there is no means of rewarding a special achievement.

B = 70% - 79% Very good work, clear understanding of the subject.

C = 50% - 69% Average work, could maybe do better.

D = 50% and less. The lesson or examination needs to be repeated for the student to grasp the meaning.

Each grade could have + or - as well, for example a B - or a C+

(3) A record of the goal and the results of the practical work with the title and the date. We never look for instant success on every occasion, rather that every outreach would be a learning experience.

How do you mark the essays as A, B, C etc.? 

You have to judge the length of the work, 350/400 words would be a page for me.  Then I see if the student has actually answered the question asked and not written an answer to a hasty glance at the question. Then I look at content, I ask myself whether the student is answering within the boundaries of the subject, then of course I look for truth, accuracy and presentation, neatness and legibility. I would consult with a local high school teacher for the locally understood way of judging work. Some cultures value some things far more than others and it is important to know what they might be.

Where is the examination ?

You will find it in all the download packages and it comes with a guide to how to offer the examination either in parts or as a whole at the end. The marking scale is seen above. At the end of the course a supervisor may ask for the file of exam answers.  When you e-mail us please include your full name, address, age, ID card or passport number, telephone number, your minister's name, and the church name and address, and the very same details for your student. Thank you.

What happens at the end of the course?

At the end of the studies, the supervisor should take the registers, records and samples of work to the minister or leader who originally agreed to approve the studies with a diploma. The minister or leader should review and approve the following:.

1. The three kinds of record sheets detailed above together with the supervisor's opinions and private recommendations.

2. The examination results.

3. The student's behaviour and willingness during the course. 

He or she may also want to interview the student. Normally the diplomas are issued at a Graduation Ceremony which all the church, families and friends are invited to attend. We would ask each student to publicly state their vision for future service. 

3. More questions and more answers


What does DCI mean ?

DCI covers the activities of a group of people in different nations encompassing The DCI Foundation, the Schools of Mission, the World Christians News Pages and this web site.  The name comes from Romans 1.1 in the Bible where in the original language Paul describes himself as a 'Doulos Christou Iesou' - a servant of Jesus Christ. This title from way back in 1986 reminds us of our place and calling to serve the Lord and a world of people. 

Who are you and where are you from ? 

See Who Are We on www.dci.org.uk The Course Director is Dr. Les Norman, Th.D, Ph.M with over 30 years of experience in Christian work. We are in England, and to keep expenses low we all work from home and live simply. Our colleagues and students come from all over the world.

Which denomination do you belong to ?

The DCI movement intentionally does not belong to any one denomination and the people who work together in this missions network come from many different modern and classical expressions of the Christian faith across the nations. Academically, we are affiliated to NCI University in the USA where Dr. Les Norman is accredited as an associate professor. Here in the UK base the Director and his family belong to a growing modern evangelical church  and other colleagues belong to similar churches, larger or smaller of different denominations.

Do you have a statement of faith ?

We are in agreement with the 381 AD Nicene Creed or the Apostles Creed of the early church which is to most classical and modern Christian groups worldwide..

"We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. "

(The word "catholic" refers to the universal church of the Lord Jesus Christ.)

How can I help you in return ? 

Thank you for thinking about that. We really appreciate all help as we charge no fees for the studies either for the Internet version or historically in our actual schools. We also regularly support many people and projects in mission and in work amongst the poor. We do not have any denominational or corporate sponsorship and do not carry advertisements on our web site. If the School of Mission is a blessing to you, then an offering will help us provide it freely to many others in the developing world who have no means at all of funding their studies, and we can also help our graduates and leaders make a start with new mission or care projects.

What other languages are available ?

See our front page at www.dci.org.uk and you will find English, Spanish, Portuguese, Cebuano, German, Arabic, Hindi, Indonesian, Mooré, Romanian, Russian, Kiswahili, Telegu and Chinese. We welcome all offers to join our team and translate the studies into other languages.

What is best for a leaders conference in the developing world?

If you only have time for seven sessions, and the people already know the basics then we recommend the following foundational topics from the main list: 11.God’s Plan for The World; 12.The Great Commission;  38.Bring Back the King; 63.Growing the Church; 64.The Harvest Church; 65.A Servant Church; 66.A Discipling Church

Can I make copies of your studies for others ?
Yes, you can help yourself and give away everything you have from us.  You are welcome. We will not charge you for copyright, so long as you give freely as we have given to you, and you only charge the cost price for making the actual copies.
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